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To his deare F riend, 
Vit WW. Greenbill, 


Bees or, The many defires both 
of F friends atid flrangers , both by Private 
' {peeches: and Levcesty which I thoughe might 
| be the voyce of Chrift. 

ay Scat good (as I heare) shste which 
are already ont, have dones. and which the 
ret might doe. which I haye looked on 
as a te(timony of the Lords acceptance of 


| chem. - 
ayy. t knew rot what the Lords mean- 


ing fhould bee to bring to light by his 


ofepaderice » Without my privitie, know- 
ledge, 


4 


Tr enrages one 


ledge, or will, the former part, unleffe it 


was to awaken and enforce me (being de- 
fired) co publifh the reft; our workes I 
thought fhould refemble Gods workes, not 
to be left imperfett. soe ee 

4. I confidered my weake body, and 
my fhort time of fojourning here , and 


jehae I fhall noe fpeake long to children, 


friends , of Gods precious people, Lam {ure 
nor te many in England, to whom! 
Owe almoft my whole felfe , whom I 
fhall fee inthis World-ne more; I have 


beene -therefore willing to get the Wind,| 


and take the feafon, chat I might leave 
fome part of Gods precious Trueth on 
record , that ic might fpeake (Oh that 
jic might bee to the heart! ) among. 
whom [ cannot ( and) when I shall not )| 
jbee, T account it apart of Gods inf-| 
nite Graceto make mee’ an infrument of, 


o , 


the leaft good. Ifthe Lerd fhall {o farce) 


accept of mee in publithing thefe things, 


‘fic is all chac I would defite ; if not, yet. 


1 have defired forpiveneffe in the blood. 


of his Sonne, for what ever errouts or 
weakneffes may be in it, or are in my 
felfe , which may hinder fucceffe . and | 
fruftrate its end; onely whar I have in 
much weakenefle beleeyed , I have writ- 
ter, and fenc ic unto you , leaving ic 
wholly with your felfe, whom I. much 


Se 


| aK love). 
= arene Ni CE Aa en ce 


wk) 


love and honour, char you would adde 
or detraét any thing you fee meet, ( fo 
as it bee not crofle to, what I have 
writ) and if you then thinke ic meet for 
publique view, you fee upon what ground s 
Tam conreat with ic ; but if you fhall 
bury it , and pue i¢ to perpetual filence, 
Jie fhall bee moft pleafing co him whothigks 
more meanely of it then others Caile 


Tbe. Shepard, 


Db ‘S 


} 


QPRY LYE, 


SEES OS 


| pl : 
| ee ts thy helpes which you may fee confirm- 
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THE SOU 
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les the Lieut caufe of the eternah perdétton of 


itn. e of themfelves : [othe onely caule ofthe 
abtuall ee Ly Motes of te ts, 
JESUS CHRIST; view this text, Ho- 
feah §3.9, Ob Ifrael chou hat deftroyed thy 
felfe, but in me is thy help. _: ESO 


Sree 5 we 


Hele words as they are fet down 
in the Hebrew are ( according 
to the ftyle of this-Prophet) ve- 
ty fhore and fententious ,° and 


. & pax Pigs : 


to Englifh without fome Peri- 


vals; ‘bue the fenfe is here truely expreft, Lx 


* 


ed from verfe 4, There ts no Savioup befide me, 


pand ver. 14. J will ranfome them froma the pow- 
er of the grave, O death I will bee thy hd 


O grave L will bee thy deffruttion . {uppofe the 
Prophet fhould fpeake here of ternporall falvati- 
on, helpe and ranfome, (which hee doth not) a 


from therefore difficule to tranflate in- 


: The Sound Belcever. 


|the argument is ttrong; if there bee no Saviour 
-\from temporall woe and mifery but onely the Lord 
Jefus, how ‘much more isthere from woes eternal? } 
onely underftand meeherearght; | ara not now 
{peaking of mans deliverance and {alyation by! 
| price in way of farisfaction to Juftice(for chat Ihave | See the 
already handjed) but of hisdeliverance and falvati- Secere 
on, by power; not ofmans purchaled deliverance, Convert 
- lwhichis by the blood of Chrift,buc of mansactual | 
- |deliverance,which is by the eficacy & power of the) 
~ HpiritofChrift, Some Captives among tnen are te- 
deemedby price only, fome bypower without price; 
But fuch isthe lamentable captivity ofall men,un der 
the feverity of jultice & power of finne, that with- 
out the price of ( wrifts blood, Ephef. 1.7. and the 
power ot ( hrifts pirat, £ of, 8. 36. there 1s no de- 
liverance ; the Lord Jefus haying paid the price for 
our deliverance, Yer it is withus as witha compa-| 
ny of captivesin prifon; our fnslike {trong chains 
hold us, Satan our keeper will not lecus goe,tht pri- 
lon dootresthrough wnbeliefare fhucupen us, Kom. 
LI, 32. and thereby God and Chrift are ke ptout 
|érom us; what power now can refcue us , thatare 
held {aft under {ucha power, even after the price is 
paid? eruly i¢can be no other but thatinmy Text, |. 
| 1a me es thy help + whenout ranfom is payd, the} 
Lord muft come himfelf and ferchus out by {trong | 
hand, Efay § 3.1, 10 whom ts the arme of the Lord 
revealed 2 truly to very few, yet to fome itis; and 
| certainly looke asthey make Chrift no Sayiour in- | 
deed who deny his falvation by price and {atistacti- 
on, {fo chofealfo make him an imperfect Saviour 
who deny falvation and aétuall deliverance ofiman 
to bee onely the Almighty arm and ciiicacy © hig 
Spiticand power ; excellent therefore is the [peech 
ofthe Apoltle, -Aits §.30.31. Gad hath exalted 
| SW. MN eite Lefus : 
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Jeluste Ziverepertance and remisffion of fiunes to 
/fraels Look as Jefus wasabaled to parchale rc- 
pentance and remiffion, fo hee isnow exalted aétu- 
ally to give and apply repentance and remiffion of 
finnes, Whole glorysit isto remit finnes, but Gods 
in Chrift, and by Chrilt.onely? whofe glory isit to | 
give repentance (which in this place comprehends 
the work ofconverfion and fait 1,48 Bexa obferves) 
whereby wee apply temiffion, but the fame God 

onely ? the one ts asdifficultto be conveyedas the | - 
other, and we ftand inas much need of Chrift todo! - 

the one as the other; all the power of Chrift exalt. 

ed, is little enough to give us repentance and remi- 

flion, the condition of the Covenant expreft in re- 
pentance, and the bleffings in the Covenant, fum- 
med up inthe forgivenefle of finnes; the Socinians 

deny redemption and {alyation by prize; the e4- 
wntans by Chrifts power, leaving {uation onely 

to him, but power of conyerfiontothe powerand 

¢ liberty ofthe willof man ; O adulteruos generati- 
on that are thus hacking acand cutting the cords of 

their owne falyation! | fhallhere f peake onely to 

One queftion, which isthe principall and moft pro- 

Queft fitable, and thar is this, Howdoth Chrift tedeeme 
~ " "| 8 faveusby his power, ourafthat miferable eftates 
and confequently what is the way for us to leek,and 

foto find & fee] deliverance by the hand of Chrifts 
power? | : 

Auf, | Asthereare foure principal meanes and caufes, 
_ | orwayes, whereby man ruines hinafelfe, 1. / O10 

rapce of their owne yaifery; 2. Security and un. 
Senpibleneffe of it, 3."Carnall confidence in their 
owne duties. 4, Prefumption or refting upon the 
mercy of God by a Paith of their owneforging .foon 
the abekasey there isa four toldac& of Ghritts pow- 
er whereby he refcucs & ‘delivers all his out of their 


miferable eftate, — he 


——EEE——— 
ee oe = ae 


Se ae ae ee 


On Tbe Sound Beleever. 
che firft A& or ftroake is ( onvittion of 


\, fine, 
The fecond is (¢ omipisstlion fur finne, 
| The third is Hamiliation or felfe abafe- 
Feel ment, ‘ - | 
1° The fourth is Faith : allwhich are difting- 
tly puc forth (when hee ceafeth extraordinarily to 
{worke). in the day of Chrifts power ; and fo ever 
\looke for aétuall falyation and redemption from 
Chrift, let chem feek for mercy and deliverance in 
jthis way, out of which they {hall never finde ic; lec 
{them begin atconviction, and defirethe Lord to 
|Iet them fee their finnes, that fo being affected with 
them and humbled under them, they may by faith 
be enabledto receive Jefus Christ, and fo be blef- 
‘fedin hina. Icistrue, Chrift is applyed tous next- 
ly by Faith, but Faith is wrought in us in chat way 
of conviction and forrow for finne; no man can} 
or will come by faith to Chrift to take away his} 
fins, unlefle he firft fee, be convicted of; and load- 
en withthem. I confeffe the manner ot the Spirits 
worke in the converfion ofa finner unto God is ex- 


: ace eet SE ad g ee Dae 
\ The fivfé A& of (hrifts power, which ts ( on— 


| firft thing thar the Spirit doth when bee comts to| 
| make the Apoitles Miniltery effectual, is his, it 


| che guiltand dominion of their fin; and aster this,he} 

| convinceth of righteoufueffe , which faith appre- | 

_|hends, verfe lo. Itiseructhatthe word convettion. 
| here, is of a large extent, and includes compuncti- 


| them upin this words becaute cowveétion is the firtt, | 
| and therefore the chiefe in order ; here the Lord not 
| {pcaking now of ineffeCtuall, but effe Qual! & tho- 
| row Conviction expreftin deepe forrow and humi- 
| liation. Nowthe text faith,the Lord begins thus not | 
| with fome one or two, but with the world of Gods 
| Elect, who are tobe called home-by the Miniftery 


|may fee who confiders the {cope) purpolely to. 
| comfore the hearts of his Dilciples, that their Mi-| 
Lniftery fhall bechuseffectuall tothe world of Jews 
-and Gentiles; and therefore cannot {peake of fuch 
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IJ, 


villion of inne. hi | 
%, 1 Ow for the more diftin& explication of this. 
I {hall open to you thefe 4, things. 
1. I {hall prove thatthe Lord Chrift by his Spirit 
begins the a Ctuall deliverance of his ele here. |. 
2, Whatisthat fin the Lord conyiaceth the foule 
thusfarlt of, BS, | ; | 
3. How che Lord dothie, mt 
4, What meafur: and degree of Conviction hee | 
workes thus inall bis, Si ia be 
1, Forthe firft, itis {aid, Zohn 16.8.9, that the 


{hall reprove ar convince the world of finne; it doth] - 
not fit work faich, buc conyinceth them that they 
have no faith, as inverfe 9, and confequently under 


onand humiliation for fin, yet our Saviour wraps |. 


of the V Vord; which our Saviour {peakes (as any 


convittton) 


The Sound Beleever. 
‘convection asieryes onely tor to leave men without 
lexcufe for greater condemnation; (a3 fome un- 
_.jderftand the place ) for that is a poore ground of 
_Iconfolation to their fad hearts, Secondly, J fhall 
hereatter prove that there can bee no faith without 
tenleoffinne and milery ; and now there can be no | 
fenfe of finne withouta precedent fight or convicti- 
onof finne; no mancanfeel fin, unleffehee doth | 
firft fee it ; what the eye fees not,the heart rues nor, 
Let the greate(t evill befalla man, fuppofe the burn. 
ing of hishoufe, the death of hischildren,ifhe doth | 
noc firft know, fee and hear of it, he will never cake 
it to heart, it will never trouble him; fo let-a poore | 
finner lye under the greareft guile, che fore {t wrath | 
cf God, it will never trouble him untill he fees itand | 
be convinced of it, -4tts 2.37. When they beard | 
thos, they were precked ; but firft they heard it and | 
fayy their fin before their hearts were wounded for | 
it, Gen, 3.7, they firlt {aw their vakedneffe before 
they were ajhamed of it, Thirdly, The maine end | 
of the Lawis to drive us to Chrilt, Rom. 10. 4, If 
Chrift bee the end of the law, thenthe lawisthe | 
means [ubfervient to that end,and that not to /o7se, | 
burt to allthat beleeve;now the law thoughit drives | 
Justo Chrift by condemnation, yet in order it begins | 
|_| wich aceufacion: It firit accufeth,and fo convinceth | 
| offin, Rom. 3. 20. andthen condemneth. Its folly | 
and injuftice for a judge to condemn and bring 4 | - 
finner out tohis execution before accufation and | 
- leonyidétion; and it is wifdom or juftice inthe Lord | 
ot his law todo otherwife? and therefore the Spirit | 
jin making ufe ofthe law for chis end firft convine- | . 
—letb asic firftaccufeth, & laies our finsto our charg. | 
Laftly, looke as Satan when he bindesup 4 finner | 
in his fin, he firft keeps him (it poffthle) from the | 
very fight and knowledge of ir; becaufe fo long as}. 


T be Sound Beleewer. 


they fee ic not, thisignorance is che caufe ofall their 
woe, why they feele itnot, why they defire nor to |: 
come outof it; the Lerd Jefus (who cameto unty 
the knots of Satan, 1 /04,3.8,) begins here & fir(t} 
convinceth his,and makes them fee their fia,that fo 
they may feele it, and cometo him for deliverance 
ouc of it, Ob confider this all you that dreame out 
your time in minding only things before your feer, | 
never thinking on the evills of your own heatts;you | 
that heed not, you chat will not fee yourfins, nor fo | 
muchas aske thisqueftion , What haye I done 2: 
What do I doe? how do J live? Wheat will become 
of me ? What will be the eyd of thefe my faoli(h 
courfes 2 I tell you itever the Lord fave you,be will | 
make you fee what now yeu cannot, what now you 
will not; he willnot only make you to confels you 
are finners, but hee willconvince you of finne, this 
{hall be the firft thing the Lord willdoe with thee, 
Bur you willfay, whac is that fin which the Lord | 
firft conyinceth of ? whichis the fecond thing to be 
opened. LIanfwerinthelethree Conclusions, 
The Lord J efus by his Spirit doch not onely cons | 
vince the foul in generall, that iris a Gomer and fin-| 
full; bucthe Lord brings ina convicting evidence , 
ofthe particulars; the firft is learnt more by tradi- 
tion (inthefe dayes) by the report & acknowledg. 
ment of every man rather then by any {peciall-aat ’ 
of conviction of the SpiritofChrift; forwhat man 
isthere almoft but lyes under this confeffion that be. 
isa finner ? the beft fay they are finners, avd if wee 
fay we have no fin, wee deceive our felves, and I 
know I ama finer; \out that which the Spirit 
principally convinceth of, isfome finor fins in par- 
ticular # the Spirit doth not arre{t men for offences 
in general, but opens the writ, and {hewes the par- 


ticlar canle, the particular fins, Rom, 3.9. we bave 


proved. 
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(proved faith the Apoftle, that Lewes and Gentiles 
\ are under {inne but how doththe A poftle (being 
(now the Inftrumenct of the Spirit, iathis work of 
| conyiGtion, €onvince them ofthis 2. marke his me- 
|thod, verfe Lo. 11. 12,13. 14.15.16, 17. 18. 
| wherein you fhall tee icisdoae by enumeration of 
particulars; fins of their natuues, there es one righ- 
teouss finnesof their minds, none anderfiandeth | Rom.3. 
|fins intheirwills and affections, wowe feeke- after 
| God ; fins incheir lives, all. gone out of the way ; fins 
| of omiffion of good duties, there zs none that doth 
good; their throat es, tongues, lips, are Sepulchres, 
| deceit full, poyfonfud ; their mouthes full of cur fing, 
their feet fweft to (hed blood, &e. And this is the 
| frate of you Jews (ver.19,) aswell asof the Gen- 
| tiles, that all fle[h may fiand convixced as guilty) ' 
before God. lt it be here demanded, What are thofe | 2ee/f, 
that particular fins which the Lord convinceth men 
(of?) I anfwerin variety of men there is much va- Asfio 
jriety of fpeciall finnes, asthere is of difpefitions,|~“"" ° 
tempers,and tem prationss aid therefore the Lord | what 


} dually allthe reft = that arrow which woundeth the the 


}/ on the head of the finner that, did {hoot it again{t | 9"* 
Heaven, and convinceth , and as it were hits him 

firft withchat : How did the Spirit conyince thofe 

3009, thofe parterns of Gods converting Grace ? 
ets 2. 37. did notthe Lord begin with them 

for one principal finne,vzz, their murder and con- 

cempt of Chrift by embruing their hands in his 


blood 2 


' doth not conyince one man at firlt of thefame fins thof part; | 
of which he doth another man, yet thiswee may | cular Gast 
fafely fay, ufually (though not alway )the Lord be-| are,which| 
gins with the remembrance and confideration of/the Lord | 
fome onegreat, if nota mans {peciall and inoft be-| convinces} 
| loved finne ;, and thereby -the Spirit difcovers gra-| men of in} 


heartofChrift moft,the Lord makes ic fall fir up- | converli- | 


} 
| 
{ 
y \ 4 


«> tfhe now had was not her husband; and upon the dif- 
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blood ? there isno queftion but now they remem- 
bred other finfull practifes, butthis was the /#prz- 
mes whichis ever accompanied with many other /- 
tems which are thenread in Gods bill of reckon- 
ings where the fir{t isfer down, //rael would have 
a King, 1 Sam,8.19, Samuel fora time could not 
convince them of their finne; herein what doth the 
Lord doe ?: furely hee will convince them of finne 
before he leavesthem, and this heedoth by fucha 
cerrible chunder as made all their hearts ake; and 


how is it now ? what finnedoe they now fee ? they | 
firft fee the greatnefle of that particular fin; butthis| 


came notto mind alone, bucthey cryed out, 1 Sam, 
12.19. We have.addéd untoall our evills this y 
asking to our felves a King. Looke upon the wo- 
man of Samaria, [oha4, the Lord Chrift indeed 
tpake firft unto her about himfelfe the fub{tance o: 


the Gofpell, about the worth of this water of life 5} 


but what good did fheget untill the Lord began to 
convinee her of fin,and how doth he chat, he tels her 
of her fecret whoredome fhe lived in; the manthat 


covery of this, fhe faw many more fins ; and hence 
ver,29,fhecryesout, Come fee the manthat hath 
‘told me all that ever I did in my life. Andthusthe 
Lord dealesatthis day ; the Miniter preacheth a- 
gain{t one fin,’ it may*bewhoredome,. ignorance, 
contempt ofthe Gofpel, neglect of fecret duties, ly- 
ing, Sabbath-breaking, &c. This is thy cafefaich 
the Spirit unto the foule, rememberthe time, the 
place, the perfons with whom thou lived in: this fin- 
fall condition; and now aman begins to goe alone, 
& tothink of all his farmer courles how exceeding! 
evilchey have been ;it may be the Lord bringsupor 
a mana fore affliftion,and when heis in chains cry-| 
ing outofthat , the Lord {aichto him.as to vie 
: er, 


i 


hes The Seund Beleever. 

Ter.30.15. Why cryeft thou for thy afflstson? for 
\the multitude of thineiniqutiies | have dane this: 
it may be the Lord fomctimes {trikesa mans Com-| 
panion in finne dead, by forme feartull judgement :] 
jand then that particular Aabeuorits to minde, and) 
ithe Lord revealesicarm’d with multitude of many | 
other finnes, the caufes of it, the fruits. and effets of 
it : ashe father whipsa child upon occafien of one 
{peciall fault, burthentels him of many more which 
\he winked at before chis, and faith, Now firrah re- 
| menaber fucha time,fuch a froward fit, fuch undu- 
\tifall behaviour, {uch a reviling word you {pake, 
Mfuchatime I called, and you ran away and would 
\nocheare me, and you thought J liked well enough 
\ofthefé wayes, but now know that | will not patie 
‘\them by, &c, Thus the Lord deales withhis, and 
\hence it is many times,that the elect of God civilly 
brought up, doe hereup 2n think well ofthemfelves, | 
-Jand fo remaine Jong unconvinced oftheir wofull e- 
ftates, the Lord {uffersthem to fall intofome foule, 
‘Mecret, or open finne,and by this the Lord takes {pe- 
‘|ciall occafion of working conviction and forrow 
-\for finnes the Lord hereby makes them hang down 
\the head, and cry, wxclean, naclean : Parl was ci- 
yilly educated, hee turned at lafta hot perfecutor,| 
_Joppreffor, blatphemer : the Lord firft convinced 
| lhins of his perfecutionand cryed oucfrom heaven 
| |to hine, P and, Paul, Why perfecute/t thou me ? unis 
ftruck him coche heart,and then favevived, Rom.) 

17.9, many fecret finnes of his heart were dilcove- | 
1 red, which 1 take to begin and continue in {peciall) 
in thofe three dayes, e4éts 3. 9. wherein he was 
blind and did (through fight of finne and forrow of 
heart) neither eat nor drink. As a manthat hath 
rhe plague norknowing the difeafe, he hopesto live; 
but when he fees the {pots and tokens of death up- 
. ‘on 


\ 


II ~ The Sound Beleever. 


on his wrift, now he cryes our, becaufe convinced 
thacthe plague of the Lord isupon him; fo when 
menfee fome one or more {peciall fins break out, 
now they are Convinced of their lamentable con- 
dition ; yet itis not alway (though ufually thus) for. 
| fome men the Lord may firft conyince of finne by 
{hewing them the finfulnefs of their own hearts & 
wayes; the Lord may letaman fee his blindnefle, 
‘his extreame hardnefle of heart, his weaknefle, his 
wiltulnefle, his heartlefneffe ; hee cannot pray, or 
looke up te God, and this may firft convince hum; 
or that all that hee doth is finfull, being owt of Chrilts 
the Lord may fuddenly lethim fee the deceits of 
|his owne heart, and the fecret finfull practiles of 
his life ; as if {ome hadtold the Minifter, or as if 
hee fpake to none but him; thathee is torced to 
{fall downe being thusconyinced, and to confefle, 
Cod 13 in thts man : 1 Cor.1 4.25, Nicodemus 
may firft {ee and bee convinced of the want of re- 
generation, and thereby feel his need of Chrift; the 
Lord may fet aman upon the confideration of all 
hislife pat, how wickedly it hath been {pent : and 
fo not one, but a multitude of iniquities compaffe 
himabout, aman may fee the godly examples of 
his parents orother godly Chuiftians in the tamily 
or town Where he dwells,and by this be conyinced, 
|thacat their {tate and way be goad, his owne (fofar 
unlike ic) muft needs be ftark naught : the Lord e- 
ver conyinceth the foul of fins in particular, but he 
doth not alway convince one man of the fame par- 


as 
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| [ticular fines at firftas hee doth another, whether 
1 \the Lord conyinceth all che electat firlt of the finne 


— 


jof their nature, and fhewethem their original fin 
inand aboutthis firft ftroke.of convi Aion, I doubr 
notof it, Pal would have beerialiye,and a proud 
Pharifee {trll, if the Lord had not Jet him by oy 
ne | eae ee 


ee 
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| fee this fin, Rom, 7. 9, and fo would allmen inche 

| world, if chisfhould not be revealed firftorlaft, in 

ta lefler or greater meafure, under a diftinct or 

| more indiftinet notion and hence arife thofe con- 

| fefftons of the Saints, Ineverthought I had fucha 

| vile heart, if all the world had told me, J could not 
have believed them, but that the Lord hath made 
me felt it, and fee irat laft; was there ever fuch a 
finner (at leaftinheart ) which is continually op- 

| pofing of him) whom the Lord atany time receiy- 

jedtomercy,aslam?. : ope 

| 2, TheLord }efusby his Spirit doth not onely 

| conyince the foul of itsfin in particular, bur alfo of 

| the evill, even the exceeding gteatevill of thofe par- 

j ticular fins, The Lord Tefus doth not only convince 

ofthe evil of fizve, but of the great evillot je, Oh 

| thou wretch faith the Spirit, (asthe Lord to C ain, 

| Gex, 4.10.) what haft thou done, whole fins'cry to 

 beaven, who haft thus long lived with God, & done 

| this infinite wrong toan infinite God, for which 

| thou Canft neyer make him amends / That God 

| who could have long fince cut thee off in the midft 

| of thy finn es and wickedneffe, ard crufht thee likea 

moth, and fentthee down to thofe eternal flames 

B| where thou now feeft ome better then thy felfmour 

| ning day and night, but yet hath {pared thee eut of 

| his meere pity to thee; That God haft thou refifte 

| ed and ferfaken allthy lifetime; and therefore now 

§| fee and confider what anevilland bitter thing it is | 

|chus to live asthouhaft done, Fer,2.19. Lookasit 

| is inthe wayes of holinefle, many a man void of the 

| Spiric may fee and know them inthe literall expref+ 

B, fions ofthem, but cannot fee the glory of them bur | 

| by the Spiric, and hence it ishe doch nor efteem an 

| prize them and the knowledge of therm abovegold:\| - 

| So in the. ways of ia tS many a manyoid a . 
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the fpirit of conviction of fin,may and doth fee ma- 
ny particular fins and confefle them, but he doth), 
noteannot {ce the exceeding evill of them, and 
thence it is though hee doth.{eethem yet hedoth not | 
much difhike them, becaufe he fees uo great hurtor } 
evilinthem,but makesalighe matter of them; and 
therefore when the Spirit comes, it lets him fee and | 
ftand convinced of the exceeding greatnefle of the 
evill chatisin them, Fo), TBR , Lu thetime ofaf- 
fliction(which is ufually.the time of conviction ofa 
wild unruly finner) be/beies thene their tran{gre(~ 
fiows, but how that they have exceeded, that they 
have been exceeding many and exceeding vile.* Oh} 
beloved, before the Lord felis comes to convinee, 
we have.caufeto pray for & pity every poor finner, 
as the Lord Jefusdid, faying, Lord forgive them, 
they know notwhat they doe, You godly parents, 
Matters,how oftdo you inftru& your children, fer- 
vants, and convince them of their finfulneffe, uncill 
they contefs theit faults? yec.you fee no amendment, | | 
bucthey goon {till; what fhould you now do? Ob 
cry out for them,8& {ay,Lord forgive them,for they | 
know not what they do. Their fins they know,}. 
but whatthe evil of them is,alas ' they know not; 
but when the Spirit comesto conyince, hee makes 
them fee what they do, and what isthe exceeding e-} _ 
vilofthotefins they made light of before; like mad] _ 
menthat have fworne, andeurft, and (ruck their} 
friends, and when they come to be fober againe,| 
and remember their mifchieyous ways and words, 
now they fee whatthey have done, and how abomi- 
nabletheir coucfes then were, Oh youthat walk on} _ 
inche madnefie of your minds now,in all manner of} | 
\finne, ifever the Lord do goodto you,you fhall ac-| 
count your wayes madneffle and folly,and ery out, |,’ 
Qh Lord, whathave J donein kicking thus long a~| 
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gainftthe pucks? 
|, Lhe Lord jetus by his Spirir doth net only con- 
vine the foul of the eyill ot (me, but of the evill af- 
ter frnne, mean of the jutt pundhment whichdoth 
| follow fin, and that ischis, vz, thacit mult dye,and 
thar eternally for fin, if it remaine in thigeftace ic is 
now in, kom, 4,15. The Law works wrath, j,e, 
fightand fente of wrath, Kom, 7.9. Wheathe Law 
cai, finne revived and 1 dyed, t.e, } aw my {elf 
a.dead man by it; fothe foul {ees cleerly, Gad hath 
laid, The forle that finneth {ball dyes} baye finned, 
and therefore if the Lord be true, J {hall dye ; to 
hell I fhallifnéw the Lord {top my breath, and cut 
off my life, which he might juftly & may cafily do, 
| Death as thewages of fiz, even of any one fnne, 
_ | thougnneverfo lucle; what chen willbccome of me 
who ftand guilty offo many,exceedirg the number 
of the haireson my head,,or the ftarres in heaven ? - 
Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge, the 
Minifterhach {aid fo, theLord himfelfe bath told 
me fo, feb, 13,4. Lamtheman, my con{cience 
_ | mow teares me andtells me to, wharwill become of 
me? The Lord Jefus will come iz flaming fire to 
vender vengeance againft albthat know 2.t God; 
| | that obey uct the Goftel, This J believe, for Ged 
| phathfaidic, 2 T hef2.7.8.9. and now I {ee Lam he 
— |ehae hath lived long in ignorance and know not 
God; I hayeshad the Gofpell of grace thus long 
wooing and perfwading my heart, and oftentimes 
| fichath aftected me; but yet I haye refifted God and 
_ | bis Gofpel, and have feemy filthy Inits, my-vajne 
{ports my companions cups and queanes ata high- 
fer price then Chrift, & haycloyed them more then 
{him ; and therefore choughI may be {pared for a 
_ | whileyyetthere isa time wherin Chrift himfelf will 
| some out againft me in Haming fire, .Tothis pur- 
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pofe doth the Spirit work's for beioved, the great 
| ..  }means whereby Satan overthrew Manactritin ils} -— 
| qnocency, wasthis principle, alchough chou doft] 
| eat, and fo fin againtt God, yetchou fale not dye,} 
| ) | Gen, 3%. Te [had wt furely dye, the Serpentdoth 
if | ify, Ye/ball aot die, for that istoo grofle an out-ta- 
| cing ofthe Word, Gem, 2.17. buthe faith, Ye (hal 
eg not farely die tchacis, there is not {uch abfolute cer- 
fy q tainty of its itmay. be youfhalllive,God lovesyou 
Wh ow betterrhen fo,and 1ga more mercifull Father then to 
| | b2ata word & ablow. Now lookas Saran decei-} - 
ae ved and brought curfit{t parents to ruine by tug- 
ome g:fting chs principles fo.at chs day he doth fow this 
| , ‘ftaccurfed teed, and ‘plant this very principlein the 
} 
{ 


ia ; foyl ofevery mans heart by nature; they doe net} 
| | ) \think they cannot beheve they are dead men, and 

condemned todye,and thatthey fhalldye eternally | 
| : for the leaft fin committed by them ; Menuor An- 
ae gels cannot perfwadethem of it, they cannot fee the} 
a equity of ic, that God fo mereifullwill be fo fevere, 
\forfo {malla matter; nor yet the ruth of it, for 
then they think no fleth fhould be faved; and thus 
when the old Serpenthath {pitthis poyfon beiere|. - 
them, they {up itup, & drink it in,and 10 thoulands, 
nay millions of men & women are utterly undone, 
The Lord Chrift therefore when he comesto fave a | 
| ! poor finner, and raife hint up out of his fall, convir- 
| fea ceth che foul by bis Spiric.and that with ful & migh- 


eae y | : ry evidence, tharic fhalidye tor the leaft fn, & cells 
as Hi ‘ae himasthe Lord told 46:melech in another cafe | 
ri Gen. 20,3. Thon art bat a dead man fer this , anc 
Hi ifthe Spirirfet onthis, Iecwho can claw itoff. Irellf 
it you beloved. never did poor condemned Malefac- 
Hl tor more certainly know and hear theientence of} 
My condemnation paft upon-him by a mortal] man] 


chen the guilky finner doth his, by an immortall and). 
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difpleafed God : and therefore thofe three thou- 
fandcry out, its 2,37. Adew and brethrer,what 
jal we doie be faved? we are condemned to dye, 

| what fhal we do now to be faved from death? Now 
the foulis glad to enquire of the Minifter, Ob tell 
me, what thall I doe 2 J once thought my felfin a 
| fafe & good condition as any in the Town or Coun- 
trey Ilivedin; but nowthe Lord hathlet me hear 
lof other newes; dye I muttinthis efiate, and’ cs 
a wonder of mercies I am {pared alive to this day. 

} There is noronely tome bling feares and fulpitions 
thatic may poflibly be fo, but full perfwafions of 
heart, dye I mutt. dye] thall inthis eftace; for if 
the Spirit reveale fia, and convince not of death for 
\fin, the foulunder this work of conviction being as 
yet rather fenfuall chen fp ricuall, will make a light 
matter of it, when it fees no fentibe danger tn it, 

| but when it feegthe bottomleffe pit before t, ever- 
‘|lafting fire before it, forthe leaft fin, now it{ees the 
hainous eyill of fin, che way of fin chough never 
fo peaceable betore, is {ull of danger now, wherein 
itfees there are endiefie woes and everiafting deaths 
thatlye in wait for ic, Row. 6.24, And now faith 
the Spirit, you may ge on in thele finfull courtes as 
others do, if you fee meet, bur O confider what will 
~ |betheend of chem 3 whatitistoenjoy the pleafures 
1 jof fin forafeafon, and co be sormented for ever 
 |forthem inthe conclusion, for be affured chat will 
betheend : and hencethe foul feeing ic felfe thus 
fet apart for death, looks upomit felfein a farre 
worle eftate chen the bruit beafis, or vileft worme 
-lupon theearths for itthiaks when they dye thereis 
an end of their mifery; buc Qh thenis the begin- 
ning of mine for ever s henceal(o arife thofe fears 
of death and of being fuddenly cut off, thas when 
itlyesdown, ittrembles tochink I may never rife 
Cae ae OF BY again, 
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againe, becaufeits convinced, not-onely that it de- 
ferveszo dye, bur thatit isalready tenceaced for to 
dye + hencealfothe foul jutifies God, if he had cut 
him off in his fin ; and wonders what kept him 
trom it,theré being nothing elfe due from Ged unto: 


it: hence laftly,the foul is {topt and Bands ftill, goes 
not on infin as before; or if it doth, the Lord givesic 
no peace, Je7.8,6. Why doth the horfe go onin the 
bareli? becauie it fees not death before it; but now 
che foul fes death, and there fore flops: O remem- 
berthisall youthat neygr could believe that youare 
dead condemned men,and therefore are never trou- 
bled with any fuch thoughts in your minde; I tell. 
ycu that you are far from conviction, and therefore | 
far from lalyation: if God fhould fend fome from 
the dead to bear witneffe again{t this fecure-world 
concerning this. truth, yec you will not believe ie, 
for his meilengersfent trom heayenare not beliey= | 
edherein ; woe be coyou if youremain anconyin- 
ced of this poirt, ! fe eo Ramee 
Buryouwillfay, how doth the Lordthus-con= 
vince fin, and wherein is ic expre{t ? which is the | 
third pareicular, | int ks Pe 3 
Ail knowledge of fin isnotconvistion of fin, all 
| canfellion of Anis notconviction; there isa con- 
vktion meercly rationall , whichis not fpirituall; 
there are three things in ({pirituall conviétion. 
|. There isa cleare, certaine, and manifelt lighe, fo] 
I. thatthe foulfees its fin, and death dueto it clearly. 
andcertainly ; forfothe word, Joh. 16.9, Enepuaty 
{ignifiesco evidencea thing by way ot areumenta- 
tion,nay demonftration; the’ Spirit fo demonftrates 
thefe things that it hath nothing to'object, a mans} 
mouth is topped, he hath nothing to fay but this ‘i 
Wh behold Iam vile, Lam adeadman: for ifa man | 
hl. | have any {trong arguments! given ‘him.oconfirme 
t | | ) | 
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Jatruch, yet if he have but one’ebjection or doubt- 
full-{cruplenotan{wered, he is not fully as yet con- 
-Tyineed, becaufe full conviction by a clear fun-light 
{catters all dark objections, and hence our Saviour, 
Fade 15. willoneday convicce the wicked of all 
their hard|peeches againft him, which will chiefly 
be done by manifefting the evill offuchwayes, znd 
taking away all thofe colours & detences men have 
made for their language: before the Spirit of Chrift 
comes, man cannot fee, will not fee his fin for pur.~ 
ifhment; nay, he hath maty things to fay for him- 
| felf as excufesand extennations of fin; One faich, 
I was drawn untoit, (the woman that thou gavelt 
me)and fo laics the blame onothers: Another faich, 
itis my mature; others fay, Allare finners, the god- 
ly fin ag well as others; and yet are faved aclaitand 
fol hope fhall 1; Ochers profefle they cannot part 
with fin, they would be berter, but they cannot,and 
God requiresno more then they ate able to per= 
forme - Another faith,’ I willcontinue infin bur a 
little while, and purpofe hereafter to leave it ; Others 
fay,weare finners,but yet God is mercifilland wil 
| forgiveit; Another faich, Though I haye finned, 
yet | hayefome good, and am vor fo bad asother 
men; endlefs are hefeexcufes for fin, {none word, 
Y know no man, though never fo bad, though his fin 
be never fo grievous, but hee hath fomething to fay 
for himfelfe, and fomething in hisminde todeflen 
and extenuate fin 3 but beloved, when the Spirit 
comesto convince, he fo convinceth as that he ant- 
wers allthe/e, pullsdownall thefe fences, teares off 
all chele fig-leaves, {catters all chcfe mifts, and pulls 
off all thefe feales from the eyes, {tops 2’ mars 
mouth, that the foul Rands before Ged, crying, O 
| Lord, guilty, guilty; asthe Prophet Jeremy told 
| them,Jer,2,23.Why.d:/t thou fay, | am innocent ? 
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 looke uponthy way, exe. forthe Spirit faith, why doft 

| thou fay thy finis {mall 2 it is difobedience, (as Sa- | 

| muel laid vo Saul, t Sam. §.23.) whichisrebellix 

| 08, and asthe fin of Witcheraft, and is that a {mall 
matter? the Spiritof Conviction by the cleare evi-} 

| dence ofthe truth, binds the underftanding that it 


| cannot ftruggle again{t God any more, andhence] 


let all the world plead to the contrary , nay let the 
godly come.tocomfoxt them in this eftate, & chink 
and fpeake wellofthem; yet they cannot believe 
thern becaute they are certain their eftaces are woe- 
lull: hence alfo we {hall obferye the {oul under con- | 
| viction, in ftead of excufing fin, icaggrayates fin, 
| and ftudies to aggravate fin, did ever any deale thus | 
wickedly, walk thusfinfully, fo long ,againft {o ma- 
tay checks and chidings, lightand love, meanesand 
| mercies, 3s] havedone ? Andic is wonderfull to 
| obferve that thofe things which made it once ac- 
| count fin light, make ic thereforeto think fin greac: 
ex. gr. my fin is lice, the more unkind thou (faith 
che Spitic) that wile not doe a {mall matter for the 
| Lord : my fin iscommon; the more fanfall thou} 
| chat in tholethings wherein all che world rife up in 
jarmsagainit Ged, thou joyneft with them 3 God 
|fpares me after fin, the greateris thy fin therefore 
{thacthou hatt continued fo long in, again{ta God 
fopitifull co thee, the deareft fins are now the vileft 
fins, becauferhugoh they were moft {weetto him 
yet the Spirit convinceth him, they were chere- 
fore the more grievous untothe foule of Gad 3 you 
‘| poore creaturestmay now, hide, and colour, and 
| excufe your fins before men, but when the Lord 
comes to convince, you cannot lyehid ¢ then you | 
confciences (when felis Chrift the Lord. comes to | 
convince), {hall not be like ehe Steward in the Gof 
| pellchat fet down §0, for. 10,1, no, tae will 
e ae Nae aes ee oree 
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| foree ic to bring in a true and cleare account ac thar 


ag, 
There isa reall |; 


y Wrapt up in thole words - 

all things as well as notions 
| beforea manseye , the light of the Spirit is like the| 
light of the Sun, it makes ail things appear as they] 

fare, John 3.20.21, Ir was Jernfalems miley, fhe 

| heard the words of Chrift ,” and they were not hid 

from them, but the things of ber peace {hutup in 

m her eyes, Ditcourfe with 

milery, he will grant 

vinced, and his effate 

illlivesin all manner ot 

ttuly he fees his fin on- 


all 
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many men#a fecing fee wot, How can that be? thus, 
in{eeing things nononally, they {ee them not really. 
And hencemany that know moft of fiane, know | 
leaft of fin, becaufe in fceing icnotionally, they fee it | 
not really. And therefore happy were it for fome|’ 
men, Schollers and others,thatthey had no notion- | 
all knowledge of fin, forthis/ighe is their darkueffe, 
and makes them more uncapable of fpirituall con- 
viction : the firftact of {pirituall conyiction is to 
Jet. a nan fee clearly that he is finfull and moft mi- 
ferable ; the fecond act is co let the {cul fee really 
whatthis fin and deathis, O confider ofthis ;many 
of you knew that you are finfull, andthat you fhall 
dye; butdoft thou know whatfinis, and what it 13. 
to dye? If thondidft, Idare fay thy heart would 
finke ; iftheu doft not,chou arta condemned man, | 
| becaufe not yet a convinced man. If you here ask, 
how the Lord makes fin reall? I anfwer. By mak- 
ing God reall : the reall greataeffe of fin isfeen by 
beholding really the greatnefle of God who is fmit- 
ten by fin; fin isnot feen becaufe Gad is not feen. 
Fobm 3.¢p.v.10. Hethat doth evill hath not feen 
God, Noknowledge of God is the caufe why blocd | 
toucheth blood : the Spirit cafts out all other com- 
pany ofvaine and foolifh thoughts, andthen God 
coraes in and appears immediately to the foul in his 
greatnefle and glory, and then the Spirit faith, Lo, 

thisisthat Ged chy fins have provoked. And now 
fin appears asic is,and together with this reall fight | 
of fin; the foul doth not fee painted fire, burfeesthe 
fire of Gods wrath really, whither nowy itis leading, 
that never can be quenfht but by Chrifts blood ¢ 
and when the Spirit hath thus convinced , now a} 
man beginsto fee his maduefle and folly in times | 
paft.faying, I know not what J did. And hence 
queftions, Can the Lord pardon fucha wretch ra rs 
' « Ww e 
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whoiefins are fo great 2 Hence alfo the heare be. 
ginstobeaftected with fin and death, becaufe i; 
fees then nowy as they are indeed, and | 
onely. A manaccounts it a matter 
tread upon a Worm, wherein there j 
worthy either to be loved.or feared 
Mmansheartisnot afte ted with it - 
of conviction comes, God ismor 
then an 
h rime andno mans 
viler in fucha ones 
y wotme, andno God : and hence 2 
man makesit a matter of hothing te cread upon the 
God, and hence is not affected 
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co fatten heres they that can caft off actheir pleafure|; 
the renaembrance and thoughts of fin & death; ne- || 
ver prove found, untill che Lord doth make them |} 
{tay cheir choughrs, and maufedeeply on what they}! 
have done, and whither they are going. And hence 
the foul in lying down, rifing up, lyes downand ri-| 
fesup with perpexed thoughts, Whar will become |! 
of me? The Lord fometimes keepcsic waking in 
| the night feafon, when others are afleep, and then} 
is haunted with chole thoughrs, i¢ cannot fleep 5 
it looks back upon every day and weck, Sabboth, - 
Sermon, Prayer, {peeches, and chinks allthis day, ® 
this week, &e. the goodnefle of the Lord and his. 
patience co a wretch hath beene continued, but my 
fins alloare continued; J fininall[ doe, imall my 
prayers, inallIthink, the fame heart remains Rill! 
not humbled, not yet changed. 
And hence you fhall oblerye, that word which ‘ 
difcovered fin at firlt toit, it never gocs out of the! 
mind I chink faith the foul I fhail never forget fuch! 
aman nor fuchatruth. Hence alfo if the foul grow | 
light and careleffe at fome time, and calls off the! 
choughts of thefe chingsthe Spiric returnsagatn,and? 
ta.dsa reafoning with the foul, Why hatt chou done/ 
this? what hurt hath the Lord done thee ? will: 
there never be anend? haftnot thou gone on leng! 
enough in thy leud courles againft God, but chat) 
‘Ithou fhouldft ftill adde unto the heap ? haft chou! 
not wrath enough upon thee already ? how foone. 
my the Lord ftop thy breath? and then thou know- 
eft thou hadft becter never to haye been born; was' 
there ever any that chus refifted grace; thar thusade 
ventured uponthe {word point ? haft thou bue on 
triend, a patient, long-fuffering God, that hath le 
thy con{cience without “excufe long agoe , an 
therefore Could have cut thee off, and doft tho 
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chusforfake him, thus abulehim ? Thus che Spirit 
tollowes : and hence the foul comes to {ome me2- 
ture of contelfion of fin. Q Lord, I bave done 
exceeding wickedly, 1 have beene werte then the 
horfe thatrufhech incothe bacell, becaufe it fees} 
notdeath before it, buc Ll have feene death before 
meinthefe wayes, and yet g00n, and {till fin, and 
cannot butfin Behold me, Lord, for 1 am very} 
vile. When thus the Spirit hachlet into the foule af 
cleare, reall, conftant light to {ce fin and death, nowt 
there is a thorow conviction. 

But you will fay, In what meafure doth the Spi- 
rit Communicate thislight? _ pate : 

I thal therefore open the fourth particular, vex, 
The meature of {pirituall conviction in all che E- 
sect, v4z. So much conviction cf fin as may] 
bring inand work compunétion for fi, fo much 
fight of fin as may bring in fente of fin, fo much is 
neceflary and no’ more. Every one hath not the 
fame mealure of cenviction, yet all che Elect have 
ind muft haye fo much: forfo much conviction is 
neceffary as may. atcaine the end of conv ction. 
Now the fixes proximus, or next end of conyicti- 
on in the Elect is compuinétion or fenle of fin; for 
what good can it doe unto them to fee fin, and not 
co be aff. Red with ir? what greater mercy doth 
che Lord fhew tothe Elect therein , then unto the 
Dev llsand Reprobates who ftand convinced, and 
gies they are wicked & condemned,-but yet their 
hearts alcogether unaffected with any true remorfe 
for fin ? Adéze eye faith Jeremy affclisth my heart. 
| The Lsrdopens the ears of histo inftruction , that 
Wie might humble. Some think that there is no tho- 
Jrow conviction, without fome affection, I dare not 
Hay fo, ser will I now difpute whether there is not 
fomeching in che nature and effence of chat con- 
Be Ne aa viction 
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") yviction the Elect have different from rhat conyidti=| 
on in reprobatesand devils; “tis {uffieient now,and | 
that which teacheth the end of this queftion, .to} 
| know what mea fure of conyistion is neceflary.: 1 | 
conceive the clear diflcerning of itis by the imme- }| 
diate and fenfible eftect of it,véz, fo muchas, af-| 
fects the heart truly with fin. mI 
Butif you ask, What is that fenfeef finne, and.|)| 
what meafure of this is neceflary ? that] fhall anf) 
wer in the dogtrine of compunction. . i 
Let not therefore any foul be difcouraged, .and } 
fay, I wasnever yet conyinced, beeaulel hayenot})| 
felt fucha cleare, reall, conftant lightto fee fin and | 
death as others have done: confider thou, ifthe end | 
‘fot conviction be attained, which isa true fenfe and 
feeling of fin, thou haft then.that meafire which 
ismoft meet forthee, more.then which che Lord 
regardsnotinany ef his; but youthat walk up & 
down with convinced confciences, and know your 
{tates are miferable and finfull, and that you perifh |, 
if you dye in that condition, and yet have noe-fenie 
hor feeling, no ferrew nor affliction of {pitit tor 
thole evils, I tell chee the yery devils are in tome re- 
fpects nearer the Kingdome of Ged then you be, | 
who fee, & feel,and tremble ; wo, wo to thoufands |, 
chat liye underconvyiéting Minifterics, whom. the |, 
word often hits.,. andthe Lord by the Spirit.often |, 
meets,.and they hear and know their fins are many, |. 
their eftates bad, and that iniquity will betheir rus] 
ine, ifthusthey continue; yet all Gods light is with- F 
out heat, and itis bucthe fhining of it upon’ rocks,,| } 
and cold ftones; they are frozen in their dregs 3] 
beitknowato you, you hayenet one drop ef that} 
conviction which begins falvation, Before I pafle} 
from thisto the fecond work af compunction, let i 
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|, Uf the Spiritbegins thus with, conviction of fin, 
{then let allthe Minifiers of Chrift Co-work with 
| Chrift, and begin wich their peuple here; bee faith- 
full Witneffesunto Gods truth, and give warning 


to this fecure world, that the fentence of death ‘ig 
| paft, and the curleof God lye: upon every man for 
‘|thelealtfin; Lift ep thyvoyce like a Trumpet was. 
[the Lords word to 4faiah, /[a.58.2. andtell then 


‘|theer fin; Thole Beeswe calldrones that haye loft 
‘their fling. Whenthe fale of the earth (the Mini- 
‘| fters of Chrifte Afar, 5-) bave loft their acrimony 
and fharpneffe, or faltnefle, what zs it Looa for but 
to be ale o#t ? ourhearers. will putrifie and cor- 
‘|tupt by hearing fuch Doétrines onely , as never 
fearch, When the Lord inflicted a grievous curfe 
|upon the people, Ezek, 3,26. the Lord made Eze« 
‘| Rel dumb that he fhould noc bea reprover to them, 


| What wasthe lamentation of Jeremy 2 thy Pre! 


phets have feen vain and foolijh things forthee, 
| have net de{covered thine enaquity = how would 
youhaye the Lord Jeftis by his Spirit to convince 
| men? muftit noybe by his word ? verily you keep 

the Spirit of Chrift from falling down uponthe peo 
\ ple,ifyou refufe to endeavour to Convince the peo- 
| ple by your word. Other doctrines are fweet and 
|neeeflary ; butthisis inthe firft place mott neceffa- 
|tye Bewareofperfonating, beware of bitterneffe 
\and paffion, butoh convince witha {pirit of power 


Prey,r. | 
23, | 


| and compaffion ; and he that fhall be in{trumentall | 


unto Chrif in this or any other work for Chrifts 
fake, unto him the Lord will be the principal] agent, 

& by him wilfattain hisown ends, finith his great 
work,gather in his {cattered fheep,whoare in great 


multitudes throughout the Kingdom {cattered from. 
hima ; ifonce they be throughly convinced that they 


areatterly loft, and gone out of the way, 
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May notthis alfo be fad reproof: and tetrour to 
chem that ftand ic out againft ali means of Convicti- 
on, and willnot fee their fin, nor believe the fearfull 
wrath of Ged due sothem for fin; neta man [carce 
can be found, that willeome to this conchufion; 1 
ama Gntull manand therefore lamadead, Tama} | 
condemned man ; but like wild bealts Hye from] | 
their purfuers into their holes,and thickets, 8¢ dens, | 
cheir fintull extenuations, excules, and apologies for 
fin, andforthemfelyes, and ifthey be hunted thie | 
cher,and found oucthere,then they refift, and article. 
apainttchatcruch which troubles them ; They flat-| | 
rer themfelves in their own.eyes, wrtill their iat 
quities be found moft hateful, Many aman dif-] | 
likes the cexe, theufe, efpeeially the long ule wherein | 
his fin is rouchr, and his con{cience reft ; efpecial- | 
ly if ic be his darling fin, his Herodéas , his Rém-. 
won, elpccially y if withall he chinks that che Mini. 
{ter'means him, he will noc fee ic nor confeffe it; e-| | 
{pecially, if he apprehends he fhall lofe his honeur, } | 
or his fréver [bvines and profit by 1c; he willnor fee | 
hisfin, that hee may not be troubled in confcience 
tor his fin, chat fo he may not be totced to confeffe} 
and forlake his fin, and condemn himfelfe forit be-| © 
fore God and mea. O Lord, TE mourn that I can] 
{carce meet witha man thateither cares tobe, or| | 
willbe conyinced; buthath fomething alway to fay | | 
1 for himiclte, cheir fins are not fo great, they are not] 
fo bad, bur hayéfome good, and therefore haye | 
fome.hope ; aad if God be mercifull; it igno great 
mater though they be exceeding finfull, orfome | 
fuch thing ; chetr mouchesare not ftopped to fay no= | | 
thing for ihemfelves, bur guilty. There is leffe con- | 
viétion inthe world in this age, then many area- |). 
ware of. For I believe that allthe powers of hell | | 
| confpire together to blinde mens eyes and darken || 
fon ~ SOEs ta 
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/mengmindes inthis great work of Chrift - Princi- 
pus 0bft a, itis policy ro ftop Chrift in his entrance, 
inthis fir ftroakuponthefoul; butoh! little doe 
you think what you doe herein, and what woe you 
work toyour felyes hereby; doft thou ftifle and 
refaft the firit breathings of Chrifts Spirit, when hee 
comesto faye thee ? what hurt willic beé to know 
the worft of thy condition, now when there is hope 
hereby of comming cutof it; who muftelfe ote 
day Ice all thy fins #2 order before thee tothy eternal 
anguifh and terrour ? P{@.50,21,. When the Lord |. 
{hall fay totheeasunto Dives, Remember in thy 
life time thou hadft thy good things, remember 
fucha time, fucha place, tuch a fin ; which then you 
would notfee. But now thou fhalt fee what it isto 
ftrike an infinite God. Remember thou waft fore- 
warned of wrathtocome, but thou wouldeft nor 
beleeve thy felfaccurfed, that fo thou mighteit have 
elt chy need of him that was made a curfe to blefle 
rhee 5. and therefore feel itnow : oh you will with 
then that you had known this evil #1 that your day. 
What doft thou talk of grace ? thou thinkeft thou 
haft grace, when as thou haft not the firft begin- 
ning, May, not the moft remote preparation for it in 
his work of conviction;what fhould we do for fuch 
asthefe, but with Jeremy, Ler. 13.17. Lf you will | 
not hear my (onl {hall weep in fecret for your pride 2 
} Oh be perfwaded therefore toremember your 
‘ins paft, and to confider of your wayes ney, All 
he prophanenefle of thy heare, and life, all the vani- 
ry Ofthy youth, Ecclef,11,9. all your fecret fins, 
Bll your finnes againftlight and foye, checks and 
powes; all chat time wherein thou didft nothing 
‘Ife but live in fin ; thus Gods people have done, E-| 
wek, 6,9, thusall che Elect fhall doe; ohconfider. 
he Lord remember har all,and that with grief of ' 
anes a" hears i 
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heart againtt thee, becaule thou forgerteft them, | 
Hof, 2,7. Hechat numbers thy haires,and tells the | 
{parrowsthat fall numbers much more thy finsthat } 
tallfrom thee, they are written down imnis black 
book. They are nocrifles, forhe mindesnottoyes ; 
the books muftbee opened, oh reekon now, you 
have yettime tocallchemto minde, which it may 
be fhall notcontinue long; it is the Lords com-) 
plaint, Jer. 8, 6. ofa wicked gencration, that he}} 
| could heave no man fay, What have I done? Wia-} 
now your felves,(asthe wordis, Zeph,2,. 1.) O pecm 
ple not worthy to be beloved, I pronounce unto you| 
from the eternall God, that ere long the Lord will | 
fearch out Jerufalem with candles, hee will come 
witha (werd in his hand to fearch for all fecure fin- 
nersincity & countrey, unleffe you awaken; he will 
make inquificion for blood, for oathes, for whore- 

mongers, which grow common; for all fecret fins}: 
weare frozenupin; Obbe willing, be but willing } 
that che Lord fhould {earch you and convince you, | 
now inthisevening timeof the day, before the } 
night come, wherein it will be tao late to fay, 1} 
wilh I had confidered of my wayes intime ; of 
all Ginnes, none can fo hardly ftand with upright. 
nefle , as a fecret unwillingnefle to fee and be con- 
vinced of fin, Leh, 3, 20.21. The helps and means | 
for attaining hereunto are thee. : ) 

Bring thy foule co the light, defirethe Lord in 
ptayeras Job did, What I fee not, O Lord, fhew| 
me, fob, 24, 3% Settheglafle of GodsLaw be-, 
forethee, looke up inthe Miniftery of che Word 
untethe Lord, and fay, O Lord fearch me : the Sun. 
of this holy Word difcovers motes : on the Sab-} 
bath day attend to all that which is {poken, ‘as {po- 
ken unto thee, then examine. thy felfe when thoy 
haft feifure. When David fayy (Pfalm 19) how, 

| : pire 


. 


[pare the Law was, he Ctyes out, Whe knowes has 
CY OKTS 9 
| Look upen every conviction ef thy contcience | 2» Felp, 
for fin , as an arrett and Warning given from the | 
| Lordhuntelte; torfometimesthe Word hits, and 
conicience ttarces, and faith, This is my finne, my 
Conditions yethow uiualliristhen fora man to put 
[2 Merry face upon a foul con{cience 2 how oft doe 
men think this is but che word of a man Who hath 
| alacicude given himof Feproving finin the Pulpic, 
and we mult give way to them therein ? or elfe their 
hearts rifeand {well again{t the man and word al. 
{0 and why is itthus? becanfe he thinks it is man 
Only that fpeakes; whereas did hee fee & believe that 
thiswas a ftroke,a warning an arreft,a check from 
theomnipotent God, would he then grapple think 
usith him ? would it paffe lightly by him then 


heard Sam 
fpeaking, Why Dera 
fallsdown aftonifh- 
the pricks ary long- 
ser = An arreft name comes with 


uthority, the man in debr. 


s God jud 

Vord by which all mens wayes fhall be judged 
-thelaftday, What made Saul, 1 Sam. 5, ex 
nuate hisfin to Samuel 2 be Judged notofitasthe | 
ord in bis Word did: for had he done (0,he would 
ve feene difebedtence to acommand as bad as{ 
B’chcraft, as Samuel coldhim 3 which aifo made 

i proud heart fink, & fay, J have finned sremem= 
ir for this end thefe Scriptures, Rew,t.t 8.Rom,2. | 
Kom.6.23. Gal, 3.10, by whichthou may {t fee, | 
her Tmuft dye, (in che ate 1 am) or God hi 
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elf muftlie. Remember that an 2z gry look y OF 
wore is murder in Gedsaccount; a wanton efe, an 
5 wnchaft thought is Adultery before a hely God 3, 
before whole 1 ribunall chou mutt give an account | 
of every vainthought and word, And therefore do 
not judge of fin by the pretent pleafiire,gaine, ho- 
nour, oreafe in it; forthisis afalfe rule Mofes | 
forfook the pleafures of finfur a feafon, Heb. 1} 
25, Nor yet by not teeling any punifhment for it, 
for God refevves wrath, Nakan, Y, 2. tillthe day 
of reckoning; Nor yet by the efteem that others | 
generally have of it, who makeno more of wound-| 
ing the Son of Ged by fin,thenthey do ofcrufhing | _ 
yermine under theirfeet : Nor yet by the practile| 
ef others; Every man fins, and therefore I hope I} 
fhall do as wellas others : Nor yet feeing thy {elt} 
better, and thanking God thou art not as other j, 
men;it may be fo,thou didft never fteal,nor whore, |, 
nor murther asyet ; thar is net the queftion, but haft | 
thou had any one vainthoughtin prayer ? haft thou i 
heatd one Sermonunprofitably ? haft thou finned? 
then know God {pared not the Angels thacfinned,} 
and how wiltthou efcape, unleflethe Lord dye for} 
thee? Nor yet laftly judge of itby thy own opini- 
on of God, in thinking God ts like unto thee, that} 
asthou makeft light of 1t,fo he maketh leffe : Pfat. 
50.21, Ob take heed of judging the evill of fin] 
by any of thefe rules : Ob remember all men are} 
apt to chinke of themfelves better then they are; 
Are swe allo blind? fay the Pharifees : take heed, 
chat by judging of finne by thefe falfe rules; youdes, 
ceive not your felves, a ae 
Let this hnftly, be aufe of thankfulnefle, to ak 
chofe whofe cyes the Lord hath opened to fee; and 
fo convincing you of your fins, When David wa 
soing inthe heat of his Spiritto kill Nabal,and A. 
| bagaj 
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| bagail mechim and ftopt him, what faid he? O6 
(| bleed be the Lord for thy counfell; fo when thou 
| wert going on inthe heat and pur‘uic of thy fin to- 
| ward-erernall death ; thac the Lord (hould now: 
| meet thee in thy way, and convince thee of thy fol- 
Hy, and fottopthee,what a world ef finelfe wouldtt 
then have committed, how vile ywould{t thou have 
|-bin 2 Oh fay therefore, Biefled be that Minifter of 
{che Lord, and bleffed for ever be the nante of the 
| Lord that gave me that counfell, Itis faid, Chrift 
| will fend the C omfarter to convince of finne ; isita 
| comfortable thing to fee fin? yes, itfhall one day 
| bematter of unfpeakable comforc to you that ever 
| you law fins hac ever he fhewed thee that myfte- 
ty of iniquity in thy heart and life, thofe arcana 
| ¢7aper7z , thofe fecrets ofthe power and dominion.of 
| Gnoyerthee: Thoufhalt not hate, but reprove thy 
brother, It the Lord fhould {feccetly keepe thy fin 
glowing in his owrie bofome againft thee, and ne- 
yer reproye thes for it, nor.convince thee of it; no 
greater figne ef Gods everlafiing hatred againft 
thee, ‘Oh itis infinitelove that he hath called thee 
afide and dealt plainly and fecretly with thee, and 
willyou not be chankfullforthis 2 The Lord might 
have left thee in thy brutifh eftate, and never made 
I) known thy latter end; never have toldthee cf thy 
| Gnor flood before itcomes. : | 
l} Jcemay beyouwill fay, If I felc my fin,and were 
deeply humbled for ic, I could then be thanktull 
chat ever [ fawit; whatisitto fee fin? | 
| Thisisa fayour the Lord fhewes not to all man- 
kind, many hayenomeanes tobring them co the 
knowledge of it, and thofe that have,yetare {mitten 
‘witha decp fleep underthole means that they know 
‘not whendeathisattheirdoores , not what finne 
means ;8 this ic may be isthe condition of fome of 
1 frase wt C 3° : | | thy 
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thy poor friends and acquaintance, that thinke it 
(trange thacchou runne{t not withthem in the fame || 
| way asthey doe. Ke | 
Suppofe fome Reprobates doe fee fin, yet the 
Lord putsa fecret vertue inthat work ef conyistion 
upon thee, which makesthéecry toheavenfor a. 
| Spirit of brokennefle for fins; which without this 
\ fizht of fin, thou wouldit never fo much as haye de- 
fired ; and this they have nor, 
However ; Conviction is a work of the Spirit, 
though it fhould be but common; and wilt not 
thou be thankfull for commonmercy, {uppofe itbe 
outward @ how much tore for this thax ig {piritual, |, 
thonghit fhould be common 2 elpecially confidere 
ing thatic is the fir(t fundamental work of the Spi- 
rit, and is feminally all. Senfe of fin begins here,and | | 
arifeth hence ; a¢ ignorance of fin is feminally all ; 
fin : Remember that the difceyery of Favx inthe 
Vaule, wasthe prefervation of Exgland; we ule to). 
\ 


remember theday and houre of the beginning of | 
fome greatand notable deliverance ; Oh rememe | | 
ber this time whercin the love of Chrift firft brake} | 
out inconvincing thee of thy fin,who elfe had{t cer- | . 
cuoly perifhed init: Andthus much of this firtt 

wotk of Conviction; now the fecond followes, | 
Compunction. 


: ' Saas | j 
The fecond Atk of Chrifts power , in working || 
C ompunttion or fenfe of fix, é | 
OmpunStion pricking attheheart, or fenfe 
sand feeling of fin, isdifferent from convicti- |} 
ion of fins the Jateer is che work of the under{tand- | 

ing, ated feated in that prineipally; the other is in |} 

the afteCtions and will,and feared therein principal: | 
ly : aman may haye fight of fin, without forrqyits i 
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| ente of it, Daz, 5.22. with 20,21. Lames 1.24, 
Rom.2,20,21, Yet that conviction which the Spi- 
| rit works in the Elect isever accompanied with 
| Compunction, firft of laft, For the better unfolding 
| this point, let me open hele four things to you. 
| a. That compun€tion or fenfe of fan immedi- 
ately followeés conviction of inne in the day of 
| Chrifts power. 2, The neceffity of this work to 
| fucceedtheother, 3. Whereinit confifis, 
4, Themeature of icinall che Elect. 
| That compunction fellowes conviction; isevident 
| from Scripture and Reafon, its 2. 37.. When 
i they hearathis, thatis, when they {aw and were 
| convinced of theirfinne in crucifying the Lord of 
| Life, which they did not imagine to be a fin be- 
fore, what followes next? it is faid, They were 
| pricked at the heart, Lo, here iscompunctien, E- 
phraim alfo in turning unto Gcd, Jer. 31.19, hath 
thele words, After that I was inftrutted, 1 {mote 
| upon my thigh; (asimenin great calamity belallen 
them ufeto doe) [was afhamed, even conforrded, 
| becanfe I did bear the reproach of my youth, Vhe 
menof Neézeveh bearing by the Prophetthey were 
allto die within forty dayes, it is faid, they beleeved 
Ged, (inthe work of conyistion) and then they fell 
to fack-cloth and afhes (inthe work of compuncti- 
on) whichdid immediately follow, Fofiah, 2Chr. 
} 34. 27. in his renewed return unto God, after hee 
) heard che words of the Law, hes heart melted, and 
ke wept before the Lord, Por whatis the end of con- 
I vistion ? is ic no compunction ? for if the Lord 
fhould leta ran fee hisfin, and deathforfin, and 
yet fufferthe heartto remain hard and unaffected, 
che Lord did bur leave him without excufe; ray, 
the Lord fhould butleave him under great mifery, 
8¢ under a mare psa ha vex, fora man 
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tofeeand know his fin, and yet unaffected with it, 
and hardned under it, hardnefs of hearc is one.of the 
greateft judgements :to fee fin and notto be aftec- 
ed with it, argues greater hardnefle. For it is no 
wonder if they that fee not and know not fin, re- 
mainfenfeleffe of fin; alas ! they know not what. 
chey doe; but fora mantobeenlightued, and fee 
hisfin, and yet unaftedted : Lord, howegreat is this 
hardneffe, and how unex cufable will fuch a man be 
left before God, when the Lord fhallreckon with 
| him for bis hardneffe of heart! What isthe end of 
chat light the Lord lets into the underftanding ino- | | 
ther things ? is it not thatthereby the heart might. 
be afteéted throughly with it ? Why doth the Lord) 
let inthe light of the knowledge of Chrift and of his 
will? Is it thac chis knowledge fhould like froth 
floar in the underftanding and be imprifonedthere? 
No verily, but thac the heare might be throughly | 
and deeply affected therewith, Anddoe you think | 
the Lord will in the light of conviction imprifon it | 
up inthe minde? is therenot a further end that by | | 
this light the heart might be deeply affected with 
fin? if any fay that the end ot conviétion is to 
drive the foulto Chrift, I grant that is the remote | 
and laft end of it, but the next end is compuncCtion. | 
For if the underftanding be convinced of mifery, | 
and the heart remain hard, the minde may fee in-| 
deed that righteoufneffe and life only is to be had in | 
Chrift ; yet the heart remaining hard, the willand | 
affections will never ftir toward Chrift, its impo-| 
ffible a hard heart remaining {uch wholly unaftect- | 
edwith finor mifery, fhould be truly affeéted with} 
JefusChrifts but of thismore hereafter. _ 
What necefitty is there of this compunétion, to} 
‘| fucceed conviction. 1 fpeake now of neceflity in}, 
way of ordinary difpenfation, not of Gods ual : 
ands 
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| and extraordinary way of working, where he ufeth 
| neither Law nor Golpel (as ordinarily he doth ) to 
| work by. Many have been nibling lately atthis do- 
ctrine,anddemanded, Whatneed isthere of for- 
-|cow and compunétion of heart? A man may be 
[converted only by the Gofpel, and God. may let in 
| (weetneffe and joy without any fen{e of fin or mi- 
(ery, and in my experience J have found it fo ; o- 
chers godly and gracious alfo feel it fo 3 why there- 
tore do any preflefuch a neceflity of comming in 
by this backdoor unto Chrift ? This point! con- 
ceiyeis very weighty,and much danger in denying 
che truth of it; yet wichall, there necds muchten- 
dernefie in handling of it, left-any flumble; and 
therefore before 1 lay down the reafons to fhew the 
neceflity of it; give me leave to propound thele rules 
both ter the cleering of the poinr, & anfwering lun- 
dry objections ufually about this point. 

-Inthis work ofcompun ction, do nor think that 
the Lord hathnot wrought any tue fenfe of fin, 
becanfe you finde it not in fuch a meafure as you 
imagine you fhould defire to haye, and that others 
feel; fenfeof finadmitsdegrees, I doubr not bur 
plone. brethrenwere humbled, yer Jofepo mutt 

e more, he mu(t be caft into the ditch, and into the 
prifon, & the tren muft exter not only into his legs, 
bucintohis fowl, Pfal,10§,18. He muft be moce 
afflicted in fpirit, becaule he was to doe greater 
work for God, and was to be raifed up higher then 
che reft,& therefore did need the more ballafi; forme 
are educated more Ciyilly then others, and thereby 
have contracted lefle guilt and ftourneffe of heart a- 
gaintt God and his wayes, therefore thefe have not 
4 {uch canfe of trouble ; and being Icfle rugged, have 
| leffe need of axes to hew them : fome mens forrow 
| breaks in uponthem more fuddeyly, like dian 
: | an 
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and breaches of the Sca, and the Lord 1s refolyed to 
haften and finith his work in them mote fpedily, 
and it may be more exemiplarily ; (for eyery Chri- 
{tian is nota fair copy) asin thole, 4éis 2.37, In 
others their forrowestoak in by degrees, Guitaca- 
vat laprdem, the Lord empties then by coninuall 
droppings, and hence feel not that meafure of for- 
row that others dee ¢ every Chriftian isnot a He- | 
man, Pfal, 88. who fuflers dé/tratting feares and 
terrours from his you: b up, ver. 15. who is affizt- 
| cd with all Gods wayes, yer. 7. for hee was aman 


1 King, 4,3%. and therefore the Lord had need of 
hanging fome fpeciall plummets on his heart to 
keepe ic ever low, left itfhould belifted upabove 
meature. Somefenfe of fin the Lord will work. in 
all hee faves, but notthe fame meafure ; the Lord 
gives noralway unto his,that whichis good in ic felf, 
(its good ] contefle to be deeply affected and hum- 
tee bue that which isfit, and therefore beft for 
tnee, ; onegmebeen 
Doenot think there is no compunction or fenfe. 
ef finnewrought in the foul, becaufe you cannot 
focleerly difcern and feel. it, nor the time of the 
working and firft beginning of it. I have known | 
many that have come with complaints , they 
werenever humbled, they never felt it fo, nor yet | 
could tell the time when it wasfo , yet there hath 
been & many times they have feen it by the help of | 
others fpectacles, and bleft God for it, Whenthey | 
in Efay,63.17. complained, Lord why haft theu 
hardacd our hearts fromthy feare ; do you thinke 
there wasno foftnefle,nor fenfiblenes indeed 2 Yes 
verily, butthey fele nothing buta hard heart, nay, 
fuch hardneffeas ifthe Lord had plagued them with 
it by his own immediate hand,& not born and oer 
| : Wit 


2. Rale. 


of excceding high parts and gifts, as you may fee, | 
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withthem only, as wich other men, Many a foule 
may chink the Lord hath lett it, nay,{miccen ic wich 
'ahard heart, and fo make his micane ofit, yet the 

Lord hath wrought reall foftnefle, under {elfhard- 
nefle, as many times in Reprobates there js felt {oft- 
nefle, when wiehin chere is real] hardnefle, The fto- 
nyground-hearers were plowed and broken on the 
top, but were {tony at the bottom; Some men may 
| be wounded ontwardly & morrally, this may eafi- 
ly Bedifcerned, The Lord may wound others and 
they may bleed out 3 their forrow is more in- 
_wardly and fecret, and therefore cannot point with 
their finger to the wound as others can, 
| Doenotthink the Lord works compundtion in 
all the Bleétin the fame circum{tantiall work of the 
Spirit, but only in the Jame fubftantial] work : the 
Lord works a true fenle of fin for fubfapce & truth 
of it, yet there are many circum ftantiall.works,like 
fo many inlargements and commerirs upon ene and 
the fame Text. Ex. gratid, The fame fin that 
affects Paul, it may be doth nov affect Lydix or 
eApollas. The fame notions for the aggravation of 
finas one, doe, not come inco:the minde of che'o- 
ther; the famecomplaints, and prayers, and crn. 
‘ings of {pirit inthe one, may nor be inthe {ame cire 
cuimftances, and with the like affects asin the other, 
j and yet both of them feel fin, and therefore com- 
plain; they both feel fin, yet by means of yarious 
apprehenfionsand ageravations- This I {peak, be- 
caufeyou may thebetcer underitand the meanirg 
of Godsfervants in opening the work of humiliati- 
on, You may hearthem fay, the fouldorhthis, and 
thinks that, and {peaks anotherthing; it may be & 
very one doe not fo think inthe fame indiyiduall cir 
cam{tances, and therefore-are to be underftood as 
producing ottly exessplisem én re fimili ; {omething 


| liket 
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like his or for the fubftance of this is here 
wrought, | | 
In this worke.of compunétion we muft | | 
| noc bring rules unto men, bue men to 
rules ; Crook net Gods rules co the | 
experience of Men, ( which is fallible , | 
| and many times corrupt) but bring | 
men unto che rule, and try menseftates | 
| herein by that : For many will fay,Some | 
men are Not humbled et all, never had | 
any ptecident ferrow for Gnne, Geds | 
mercy oncly hath melted their hearts, | 
| and experience proves this, and many finde | | 
| this, who are fincere and gracious Chri- | 
flians. at 
1 anfwer, . 

Wee are not in this or any other 
| point to bee guided by the experience of 
| men onely , but accend the rule 3 if ie 
bee proved that according unto the rule’ 
men moft be broken and affected with |. 
| sheir finne and mifery before mere |” 
‘ey can bee traly apprehended or Chrift | | 
accepted; What tell you me of fuch or | 
fuch men ? lee che rule ftand, but lec 
men ftand or fall according to the rule: 
many afe accounted gracious and godly 
i for a time , much affected with mercy | 
and Chrift Iefus ; yee afterward fall or 
wizen into nothing , and prove very un- 


-}| found. AE 
q . What | 


ae 


OL —————— rl 
pike tie notte a a Se SU a r 

SL Wake eee ra maker Saeed 
See Sore 


The Sennd Beleever. 

What is the reafon? 

Truely the caufe was here, their firtt 
| wound and forrow for fin was not right, 
| as hereafter fhall be made good ; many 
| thoufands are miferably deceived abou | 
| their eftates, by this one thing, of crook- | 
| ing and wrefting Gods rules to Chrifti- 
| ans experience ; let all Gods fervants 
tremble and be wary here ; wrack not 
the holy Scriptures 5 not force them to 
fpeake as thou feeleft, but try all things 
by them, 1 Thef5.2t- |. 

Dee not make che examples of con- 
verted perfons in Scripcure patterns in all 
things of perfons unconverted : doe not 
make Gods worke uponthe one, run pat- 
rallel with Gods worke upon the other. 

Some fay, that many in Scripture 
are converted to Chrift without any 
| forrow for finne , and produce the ex- 

amples of Lydea , whofe heart God Wena 
ly opened to receive Chrift ; and the 
Eunuch, Ags 8. converted in the fame 
manner. : 

1 anfwer, ? ) 

Thefe are examples of perfons cenver- - 
red to God before, who did believe in the 
‘Meffiah, but did not know thatthis Ie- 
{us was the Meffiab, which they foone did 
when the Lord fent the means to reveale 
Chrift; and therefore Lydia,a lewifh pro- 
, felyte 


6, Rule, 


lelyce is called 4 worthipper of God, AEt.16.14. and 


prefly fer down inal] places - forthe Scripture uft- 


ally 
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1o was the Eunuch, ¢t, 8,27. & in the fame con- 

| dition was the Centurion, 4éts 10, 3, who feared 
Gad, e whofe prayers were accerted, ver4. (which 
canner be without faith) yee didnot know that chi 
Jefis crucifyed wasthe Mefliah, untill Peter came 
unto him. So thatfuppofe here was no fence or {or- 
row for Gn, atthistimes doth ic therefore follow 

| they never had any when the Lord at firft wrought 
bponthem ? arethefecxamples in perfons convert- | 
ed, ficto fhew forth Gods work in perfons uncon- 
verted ? In fomethings indeed they are exampics, 
.in others not fo : their examples of beleeving in 
Chufarenot in that act examples of forrow for. 
wantof Chrilt, And yet let me adde, to lay that 
God opened Ly dia’s heart to believe in C hrift,and 
yet opened ncther heart to lament her fin and mi- 
fety in hereftate without Chrift (fu ppofe fhe were 
without Chrift) is more then can be proyed from 
the Fexts for *tis faid, Her heartwas openedio at- 
tewnduntothe things that were fpoken by Paul : & 
ean any think that ‘Paw/,oran Apoftle, ever preach- 
ed Chrift without preaching the need men had o} 
bim ? and could any preach their necd of Chrilt, 
without preaching mens undone. and fintul! eltate 
without Chrift ? and do you think thac Lydia was 
hot'made to attend unto this? doe youthink thar 
when Phy lip came to open the 5 3. of Efay to the 
Eunoch, that (bré/t was briifed for our sniquities ; 
that heedidnot lethim underftand the infinite evill 
of finand mifery of all finners, and of himin {pe- 

ciall, unleffethe Lord Jefus was bruifed for him, - 

Jn examples recorded in the Sexipture of Gods. 
coliverting grace, doe not thinke they had no for- 
row for fin, becaufe it is noc diftinstly and ex- 
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ally fetsdowne mattersvery briefly; it oftentimes 
fuppofeth many things, and refersus to judge of 
{ome by other places: as elt, 6.7. itis laid, AZa- 
ny of the Priefts were obedient to the faiths doth 
it therefore follow that they did immediately bee 
lieve without any fence of fin? Looketo a filler | 
example, e4éts 2. and then wee may fee, as the 
one were Converted to the faith, fo were the other, |. - 
having a hand inthe fame fin, 1 7277. £.13,14. 
Panl, he was a perfecutor, but the Lord received 
kim to mercy, and that Gods grace was abundant 
in faith andlove: doth it hence follow that Paw 
had nocaflings down,becaufe not mentioned here? 
If we look upon dds 9, we fhall {ee it ocherwife. 

Doe not judge of generall and common work- 
ings of the Spirit upon the foules of any to be the 
beginnings of effectuall and {peciall conyerfion; 
for aman may have fome inward and yet common} 
knowledge of the Gofpell and Chrift in it, before 
there be any forrow for fin; yet it doth not hence 
follow that the Lord begins not with compunétion 
and forrow, becaufe common work is not {peciall 
and effectuallwork ; when the Spirit thus comes, 
he firft begins here, as we fhall prove. | 

The terrours, and feares, and fenfe of finne and 
death, be in themfelves afflictions of foul, and of 
themfelves drive froma Chrift; yet in the hand of 
Chrift, by the power of the Spirit, they are made to 
Jead, or rather drive unto Chrift, which is able to 
turn mourning into Jay, aswellas after mourning 
to give Joy; and therefore’tisa vainthirg to think 
jj there sno need of fuch forrowes which drive from 
I) Chrift ; and that C briftcan worke well enough 
therefore without them; when as by the mighty 
) power ard richesof mercy in Chrift, the Lord by 
| wounding, nay, killing hisof alltheir carnal] fecu- 
Be 2 rity 


} 1.2.3, 


Reaf,2, 
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| Hol,6, rity and felfe-confidence, faves all his alive, and | 


drivesthem to feek for lifeinthe Son. | 
Thee things thus premifed, lectus now hear of the |} 
neceffity of this work to fucceed conviGtion, |! 
Elfe a finner will never pare with his fin; a bare|} 
conviction of fin doth but light the candle to fee |i 
lin ; compunction burns his fingers , and that only}! 
makes him dread the fire, Cleanfe your hearts yee || 
[inners, and purifie your hearts ye double minded }\| 
men, (faiththe Apottle Fames, Chap, 4,8.) But 
how fhould thisbedone 2? He anfwers, ver. 9. Le 
afflitted, and moure, and weep, turn your laughter 
tito mourning : So Foel 2.12. The Propheccalls || 
upon his hearers ro turne from their fin unto che 
Lord; but how 2 Read your hearts, and wot your 
Larments. Not that they were ableto doe this, but 
by what forrow he requires of all in gerierall ; hee 
thereby effectually wotks in the heastsof all che E- 
lectin particular; for every man naturally takes 
pleafure, nay allhis delight and. pleafure is in foth- 
ing elfe butfin; for God hee hath none, buc that, 
Now fo long as he takes pleafure infin, ahd findes 
contentment by fin, he cannot bug cleave infepar- 
ably toir On “tisfweet, anditonly isfweet ; for| 
(o long the fou]is dead infin, Pleafire in finne is 
death in finze, t Tim. §. 6. Solong as ’tis dead 
in fin, ic isimpoffible ic fhould part with fin; no 
more chen a dead man can breake the bonds of 
death, And therefore it undeniable followes, that} 
the Lord mutt firft put gall and werm-wood to} 
thefe dugs, before the foul will ceafe fucking, or} 
be weaned from them; the Lord muft firft make! 
fin birter, before it will pare with it; load ic with} 
fin, before it will ficdowne and defire eafe ¢ And} 
look as the pleature in fin isexceeding fweet to a 
finner, fothe forrow forit mult be exceeding bit- | 
Cerys 
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er, before the foul will part ftom it. , 
*Tisttue, I confeffea manfometimemay part 
yith fin without forrow ; the unclean {pirit may go 
utfor atime, before he istaken, bound and flaine 
y the power of Chrift, Buc fucha kinde of part- 
bg is butthe wafhing of the cup, cis unfate and un- 
pund, and the end of fucha Chriftian willbe mife- 
ble ; fora mantohear of his fin, andchento fay, 
‘edoe no more fe, without any fenfe or forrow for 
}, would nothaye been approved by Paul, if hee 
ad feen no more in the careleffe Corinthians, in to- 
tating the inceftuous perfon ;. bur their forrow 
‘rought this repentance. No, the Lord abhors {uch 
‘horjth wiping the lips; and thereforethe fame A- 
Pie when heereproves them for not feparating 
¢ finner,and {o the fin from them,he fummesit up 


One word, You have not mourned, that fucha| 


je might betakex from you: becaufe then fin is {e- 
"red truly from the foul, when forrow or fhame, 
me fenie and feeling of the evillofit, beginsit, 
lor only finis oppofite to God, but whenthe Lord 
fos firft comes near his Elec in their finfulleftate, 
icy are then enemies themfelyes by finunto God, 


pas, untill: themfelyes be throughly wounded : 
nd therefore the Lord muft wound their confei- 
ices, mindes and hearts,before they will caft chem. 
r- Nowit there beno parting with, no feparati- 
ifrom fin, but finisas ftrong, and the finner as. 
le as eyer before, hath Chrift (who now comes 
fave his Elect from fiene ) theend of his work ? 


| Chrift, name what y oucan, that remains ftill in 


J! the mifery of men, heedoth it inthole words, 


é are Yet a your finne : So I fay, thou artcon- 


I 


id hence it is they will never part with their wea-. 


Bhat isthe man the better for conviction, affection | 


fs fins ? VVhen the Apoftle would fumme up | 
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yicted, busart yer in thy fin 5 art aftected wil, 
IPro, 28, | Chritt,andtakelt hold of Chritt, but art yet in thy 
' fin: Hethat coufcffeth and forfaketh hus fin, |ha, 
finde mercy. | | a Ly 
~~ Youwill fay, May not the fweetnefle of Chrif, 
inthe Golpel, and Jenfe of merey, leparate from, 
| Gin, withoutany compunction? 
| dafiv. 1 anfver, 1. Senfe of mercyand Chrilts{weer, 
nefle (I conceive) ferve principally todraw the foy 
unto Chrift, Jer. 31. 3+ With loving kindnelf\ 
have L drawn thee. But compunctionar fenle 9, 
fin principally fervesin che hand of Chrilt; co turny 
the foul from fin, A verfion from fin is diftinct {rom 
and in order goes before ovr converfiontinto God, 
2, Senfe of the fweetnefle of Gods grace i 
re keeps out fin, buritdoth nocchruft out fina 
HG | ‘ accra 
3. Chrift cannot beeffectually fwect, unleffe i 
be firft made biter; there may be fome genera, 
notice of Chrifts excellency, and fome thirty piece! 
given for him; fomeetiecm of his grace, and hopt 
[of his mercy, which may. occafienforrew ; but . 
dare not fay , that this is any fround or thoroy, 
| work, tillafier forrow; E/ay..50.4. Chrift hat 
| the tongue of the learved given him to foeake 4 


4 


wordin feafon: Unto whom 2 Itjsadded, nto th, 
| meary, They are the men that will prizemercy ,an, 
they only to purpofe; they that have felt the bitter 
nefleof En and wrath, finde it exceeding hard t 
| prize Chrift, and wo talte his {weetneffe ; how fha 
they do irindeed thar find none at all? Sweernefl 
befare ferfe of fin, islike Cordials before purging ¢ 
Jia foul tomach ¢ whichvufuaily ftrengthen ithe hy 


mour, butrecover notthe man, 9 
| > Becaufe without thisyno man -willeither-care fo 
Chrift, or feela need of Chrilt; a man may.fee 

| : ' wat 
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rompunction, The whele need not the Phyfitian, 
vat they that are fick, Awhole man may {ee his 
want ofa Phyfitian, buta fick man onely féels his 
eed of him, will prize him, fendforhim. By che 
eat you are not re underftand fuchas haye no 
eed indeed of Chrift ( for what fianer but hath 
eed of hima ?) butfuchas feelno need of him « as 
by fick Cannotbe meant tuchasare fintull and mi- 
prable,for then Chrift fhould come actually to faye 
imen; butshofethat did feelchemfelyes{o, asa} 
:ck man that feels his fickneffe; thefe only are the} 
nenthatfeela need and neceffity of Chrift; thefe 
nly will cometo Chrift,and be glad of Chrift,and 
e truly chanktull for their recevery of Chrift, And 
ence arifeth the great {in of the world in defpifing 
$e Gofpel, notat allafteéted with the glad tydings 
fit, becanfe they are not affeGted with their finne 
ndimilery; orif rhey be efteéted but in pare with 
1¢ Golpel, itis becaufe they are not throughly af- 
e Cted with their mifery before. esa 
W Andhence itis, that when the Lord called his 
acoplecohim, yetthey would wot come to hins, be- 
geute chey were Lords , and well enough without 
gim, Why did not they come tothe Supper, being 
pevited 2 it was becaufe they had farms, and oxen, 
Jed wives to attend unto; they felt no need of com. 
ng, asthe poortame, blind,and halt did. The Pro- 
igall cares not for father nor fathers houfe,untill he 
mes tolees Here L die, Ic istrue, the grace of the 
potpel drawes men unto Chrift; butitis very ob- 
rvable, that the Gofpsl reveales no grace, but with 
{pectand in reference unto finaers,and men in ex- 
eam mifery ; the Gofpel faithnot that Chrift is 
ase to fave, but to fave finners,& to fave hts peo- 
| We D 2. | ple 
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ple fromtheiv fins, Te reveales not this,that Godj#- |. 

jisjies men, buthe jnftefies the ungodly ; it revyeales| 
not this, that Chrift dyed for us, but thar he dyed for || 
them-that wereweake, for finners , for enemiese\, 
And if fo, can any man imagitte that this news will} 
be {weet, unlefle men {ee and feel the infinite mife-|, 
ry of fin, and che fruits of it ? will noe men fay of} 
think, What great matter is there in that ? Suppofe}! 
we be finners and enemies,yct we are well enough; |) 
before Chrift comes a mans life lyes in hisfinnes |, 
Now fuppofe any fhould proelaimeto a company fj 
of men the great fayour of theirPrince toward them, | 
thathe isfucha gracious Prince, as willtakeaway }; 
‘all their lives; will this be glad tidings? Gofpell]; 
Grace cannot be fet eur,much leflefele, but in refe-} 
| rence to fin and mifery, which muft be firft felt, be-|| 
fore it can bee {weet. Becaufe Chrift will never, 
come but onely unto fuchas feeltheir mifery ; for}, 
youwillfay, A man may come to Chrift without) 
itt-[ fay again, if hedoth (as hee hath many fol-| 
lowers) yet Chrift willnot come to him, nor com-|, 
mithimlelfeto him; J camexotto calltherigh-|, 
tcous,but finners to repent ance ; in which place note 
thacas by the rzghteows is not meant fuch ag are} 
fincerely fo, but {uch as think and finde themfelyes 
fo; foby /eeners, isnot meantall manner of impe- 
‘nitent and hard-hearted finners, but fuchasthinke' 
‘| and feel themfelyes fuch , and lament under it 3) 
Like ae now God the Father fent him only unto fuch’; he 1S 
 F) fontnotte heal the hard-hearted, buc.the brokens 
hearted, indecd hee is fentte make men breken-, 
hearted, who have hard hearts; buthe is not fentta 
healthem untill then; the Lord leaves the ninety 

nine that needs no repentance to wilder far ever§ 
-the one loft fheep, who feels it felt fo,and feelsa need 
ofa Saviour to come and finde it out; who cannot 
. | come. 


| The Sound Beleever. 


comeand find outhim : the Lord Jefus will come 
unte,and unto him only, leaving all the ninety nine. 
__This may laftly appeare by confidering the end 
of mansfallinroin,and the publithing of the Law 
(o reveale fing sof the Golpell alfo,imreference 
unto finand mifery; why did the Lord fufter che 
allof man? what was his gteat plot in ir?:dc is ap- 

arent this, thatthereby way might be made for the 
preater manifeftation of Gods grace in Chrift. The 
Serpent poytons all mankind, that the feed of che 
woman might have the glory of recovering fome 
Uhbis was Gods laftend’; The perdition of fome 
(of themfelyes ) being but fabordinate unto this, 
Kom,9.22,23, Surely Adam might have glori- 
ed grace if hee had {tood, and God had revealed 


9 


is grace in preferving hini (made mutable) from 


KR 


all. But the Lord {aw grace fhould not be fuffici- 
‘ntly advanced to its higheft dignity by this, and | 


herefore fuffers him aétually co fall, and that into 
tnextream depth of mifery : Now confider mans 
all in itfelf cannot be a meane of glorifying grace, 
put rather obfcures all the glory of God; how fhall 
he Lordattaine his end then hereby 2 truly if the 
Lord let men fee and feeltheir falland milery by ir, 
ow grace offered will be accepted and glorifyed, | 
Hind therefore ‘he Lord fends the Law to reveale 
hin, and make it exceeding finfull; and death for 
fin : chat this end might be attained, Gal. 3.22. 
Wind therefore feeling of fin,& deathand milery be- 
Jog the means, muft precede the other asthe end ; 
ind therefore as grace may be feen by conviction of 
Inifery, fothe fweetnefle of ic only.can be fele by 
Iceling mifery in this work of compunction, __ 
} Butyou will fay, Whatis this Compunction, 
indwherein dothicconfifte : 
} Dhisisthe chird aati ct to be opened ; in gene- 
; nM Li 2 . 
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| ne rall ic is; whereby the foul is affected with fin, and} 

| made fenfible of fin; but more particularly, com- 
punction is nothing elfe buca pricking of the heart, 
or the wounding of the foul with fuch feare and for- 
row forfimand mifery , asfeversthe foul from fin, 


and fioun going onteward itseternall mifery ? So. 
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that iccSniifts inthree chings. 
oR 7, Peare,. / 
2. SOLTOW, i ase,” 
7 ’ 3, Separation froma fin, ha | 
TheLord Jefus when he comes to refcue his E-' 
leét, look as Satan held them in their mifery ; Firtt' 
by blinding their eyes from {ecing of it; Secondly, 
| by hardning their hearts from feeling of it.¢ So the’ 
Lord Jefus having cut afunder the firft cord of Sa-’ 
jtan by conyiction, breakes afunder the feeand | 
compunétion, and caufing the fout ro feel and be af-' 
fected with its mifery; and asthe whole foulis un-’ 
aftected beforehecomes, fo hee makesthe whole 
foul fenfible when he comes, and therefore hee fills’ 
the con{cience with teare,and the heart with forrow . 
and mourning, fo asnow the willof fin is broken, 
which was hardned before thefe feares and forrows’ 
feizeduponic, Let me openthefe particularly that: 
you may taft and try the eruth of what now I deli-' 


4) 


‘\ 


| oyer. ng : 
t, | I fay the Lord Chiift in this work of compunéti-| 
| on letsinto the heart of a fecure finnera marvellous, 
fear and terrour of the direfull difpleafure of God, 
of death, and hell, the punifhment of fin: O belo! 
ved, look upon moft men at this day, this is the great, 
mifery lying uponthem,they do not fear the wrath’ 
coceme, they feare notdeathnor damning, even 
then whenthey hear and know it is their portion; 
but their hearts are fet to fin, Ecclef. 8, 11, q 
~The Lord Chrift therefore lets in this feare, ine 
i | | look! 


cars,that che fou 
-yoefull eftate, and cryes out fecretly , 

ill become of me, if I dye in this condition ? Paul 
semblesaftanifhed ar his mifery and w ickednefic, 
ind now he begins to cra out ; the Jaylor was very 
reuclagain{t Pawl,but wher the Lord Iefts comes: 
-@re{cue him from this condition, you {hall fee him 
-embling. The Lord had Jet in that feare,that now 
he is content to doe any thing tobe faved from the 
danger he faw. he was now in, when a man fecs 
poate great danger near and imminent, now 
man naturally fearsit: before Chrift come,the foul 
may fee jts mufery, but it apprehends it far off, . and 
‘oping to efcape it, and hence doth not fear it; but 
hen the Lord. Jefus comcs , hee prefentsa mans 
Canecr death, wrath, and eternity near unto him, 

nd hence hath no hopeto efcapeit, as now he is, 
Band therefore doth fear ; and{teing the mifery ¢x- 
ceeding great, he hathan exceediog great (though 
Joft-timesdeep) fear of ic; as men near death and 
fapprehending it fo, beginthento be croubled, and 
cry out when ic istoolate, The Lord Jefus deales 
‘more mercifully with the Elect, and brings death 
and eternity neare thei before they draw neare Co 
its whilesicis called today : the poor Jaylor be- 
gan to think ef killing, himfelf when feats were Up- 
onhim, and fo many under this ftroak of Chrilt, 
have the ana eS becaufe they fee no hope 5 
butthis mealure is not inall, this worke isin all, 
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Put theminfeareO Lerd, that they may know | 
they be but men; before this feare-comes, men are) 
above God, and think they can dtand it out againft| 
bim 3 the Lord thercfore lets if this feareto make} 
them know they be bur men, ahd thatas proud,and | 
{tout, and great asthey are, yet that they are not a-) 
bove God, and that it is vain to kick againtt the| 
pricks, andgo onasthey havedone; for ifthey do,; 
he willnot endure it long : The Spirit of Bondage 
makesinen feare , betore the Spirit of Adoption | 
comes, thefe feares thereforeare (uch, asthe rege-| 
nerate after they haye received the Spirit of Adopti- ; 
onneyer haye; and therefore they are fuchas put- 
fue the foul wich fome threatning of the pyord, pro-| 
nouncing deathand perdittontehimin that eftates 
Exe Sr. Hee that beleeves not 1 condemned al- 
ready, thusthe word {peakes to confcience, Lobn 
3. 17. Thou believeit not faitha mans own con-) 
{cience, the Spirit witnefling with it, therefore thou | 
art Condemned faith confcienee; naw the fj pirit of | 
| Bondage, is the teftimony of Gods Spirit witne (-} 
fing to both the premifes and conclufien ¢ now this} 

S pirit no regenerate man indeed ever hathafter this 
time, but the feares hee hath arife from another! 
Principle of corruption of confcience, and malice 
of Satan through the prefent deferticn of the Spi-| 
rit leaving him ;' not irom any pofitive witnefle ol} 
the Spirit of any fuch untruth, which yet is eruth, | 
while the foul is under this ftroak and not regene- | 
rate $ mark therefore diligently that this feare is the| 
work of the Spirit of the Lord Jefus, and hence it] 
followes, ee Seed | 
1, Thatthefe Feares are not meerly natural (as| 
thofe, Rom. 2. 15.) arifing ftom natural conici.}; 
ence enly, which only accufe of finne, but never cf} 
fect 5 bue they are fupernaturall,. they ate ay.|) 
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| rowes fhot into the confcience by the arm ot the / 
| Spirie; fo dreadfull chat no word nor meditation of 
death and eternity can beget fuch feares, butcreates 
them. ge ae | 
\* 2. Hence itfollowes, thatthey areclear fares, 
| (for the Spirits work is everclear before hee leaves 
it, Ephe, §,13. ) they are not blind contuied tears, 
and fufpitious and fad conjectures, whereby ma-| 
| ny aman isatraidand muchafraid and affrighted) 
| like mien inadream, thatthink they are in hell, yee 
| cannottell whacthat ¢ vil is which they feare ; but 
| they arecleare feares whereby they diftin@ly know 
| and fee chatthey are miferable, and what that mi- 

feryisie’ tS ~ Jheen | 

3, Henceit followes that they are ftrong feares, 
| becaufe the Almighty hand of the Spirit {ets them 
| on, and fhakes the foul; they are not weak fcares 
whicha man can fhake offjor curc by weak hopes, 
| fleep or bufinefle,8cc, like fone winds that fhake|. 
| che cree, bueneyer blow ic down :. bur thefe feares. 
caftdown thetalleft Cedar , and appall the heare, 
and cool the courage and boldneffe of the mott im- 
penitent and audacious finner, The Spirit prefent- 
| ing tae greateft eyill in eternal] feparation from 
God’: hence no evil inthe world is {o dreadfullas 
this, I had better never beene borne then to bear it| 
(faiththe foul) & hence cafts off all other thoughts, 
| and cannot he quier; and hence itis thar thefe feares 
force a manto flie & feck out for a better condition. | 
| A man like Zot lingers in his fin, but thele fears like 
| the Angel drive him violently out, che Lord faying 
to him, Away for thy life, left chou perifh withthe 
world, for thy finnesare come up toheayen,thou 
muft die before one day be at anend,and then what 
will become of thee ? Ah thou finfull wreeched 
man! may notthe Lord juftly doit? are northy fins 
« Be hint 7 grown 
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evown fo great and many, thar they arean intoller- |) 
able burden for the foulof Godto bear any longer? | 
and hence you fhall obferve , if the foul after fad} 
tears grows bold and carelefleagain, the Spirit pur-| 
{ues it with more caufe of feare , and nowthe foul} 
cryes out, Did the Lord ever elect thee? Chrift fhed 
his bleod to fave his peeple fre their fins, thou liv- | 
eft yer 2 thyfins,did he ever fhed his blood for thee?| 
thou had finned again{t con{cience, after thou haft| 
beene enlightned and fallen, back again, haft not} 
thou therefore committed the impardonable fin 2 | 
thou haft had many a fair feafon of feeking God, } 
buc haft dallyed.and dreamt a way thy time; ismot | 
the day of grace therefore now paft? itis true, the] | 
Lord is yet patientand bountiful, and lets thee live| 
oucommon mercy, bucis not all chis to aggravate 
thy condemnation again(ft that great and terrible 
day of the Lord which isat hand ? are there not bet-| | 
tef men in hellthen thou art that never committed | 
the like finne 2 thus the Spiric purfites with {trong | | 
feares, till proud man falls down to the duft before 
God. The foul isnow under feares , not aboye 
them; and therefore cannot come? out of thefe 
chaines by the moft comfortable doStrine it heares, 
nor particular application of itby the moft merci- 
full Minifter inthe world, untill the Lord fay, as| 
| Lav.3.57~ feare not; the Lordonly canaffwage 
thefe {trong wirds, and raging waters, in which | 
_ | there is no other ery heard of this foule toffed thus 
‘| with tempefts, but Oh Iperifh. / onely the Lord |, 
making way for the Spirit eof Adoption by thefe in| 
his Elect ; drivesthem out to feeke if there beany 
hope, and fo they are not properly defperate feares, | 
yetasI fay {trong feares, not alikeextentively, yet 
alike intenfively {trong inall; a{malleyillwhen ti-| | 
dingsis brought of it doth not fear, bucif the evil]! | 
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beapprehended greatand near too, the very fafpi- 
don of itmakesthe heart tremble ; when a houfe 

is on fire, ora mighty Army entted the land and 
near the City, children that kuow not the ereatnefle 
of che evillfear them not; butmenthag know the} 
‘danger are full offeare. The wrath ofthe Lord thar 
fire chole armies of everlafting woes, aregreat co 
vills, the blind world may not much fearthem, but 

allthe Elect whofe mindes are conyinced to fee the: 
-greatnefle of them, Cannot but fear, and that with 
‘firong and conftant fears; nor is it cowatdize, but 
duty to fear thele everlaffing burnings, Andhence 
the foul in this cafe wonders at the tecurity of the 

world, dreads the terrours of the Lord that are near 
them, and ufually feekes to awakenallics poore| 
‘friends. I once thought my felfe well, andwas 
quiet. as you bee, burthe Lord hathIct me fee my Luke 
woe, which I cansiot but fear; Olookyoutoit. | 23,40. 
Thus the Lord workes this teare in {ome ima 
greater, in others in alefler mealure, O confider 
Whether the Lord hath thus affeéted your hearts 
wich feare; Oh fecure times what will God doe 
withus | many of you having heard the voyce of | 
the lyon roaring, and yet you tremble nor, The 
Lord hath foretold you of death and eternal woe for 
che leaft finy doe you believe it, and yet fear it nor ? 
howart thou shen forlaken of God? Many of you! 
that like old marriners can laugh ar al! foul weather, | 
fandlike Weather-cocks fet your faces again({t all: 
winds; and if yoube damned atla{t you cannot! 
help it, you muft bearict as wellas youcan, and} — 
doe you ee to doe it as wellas others fhall doe;} 


Ob! how farare fuch from the Kingdom of God, | 

Bthe Lord not yet working nor pricking thy 

Aeartfo muchas withfear? | 
2, Sorrow and mourning for Gnne is the lecand. 

: ; thing 


ludg,2 it this anger the fruit of my finne be fo great, Oh 
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thing wherein compunction confilts. And lookas}, 
Feare plucks the foul from fecurity in feeing no evil} 
to come; fo Sorrow takes off the prefent pleafure} 
and delight in finne, ina greater meafure then Feat | 
doth, Ihe Lord therefore haying {mitten the foul, 
or {hot the arrowes of fear into the foul; it there-, 
fore growes exceeding fad and heavy, thinking |} 
within te felfe , Ww hat good doe wife or children, || 
houfe or lands, peace and friends, health and reft, 
doe me ? inthe mean time, condemned to die, and 
thateternally; it may be reprobated never to fee 
Gods face mote . the guilt and power of finne in 
heartand life lying ftilluponme ? And hereupon 

the foul mourns inthe day, and inthe night,defires | 
to goe alone and weep; and there contefleth its. 
vilenefle before God, allthe dayes of vanity, and 
finnes of ignorance, thinking , Oh what have I 
dene ! and feeks for mercy, but not ene {mile, no- | 
thing but clouds of anger appear; and then thinks, | 


what are my finsthe caufe hereof! Whenthe An-|: 
gelhad fet out the fin of the Ifraelites in making a 
league with the Canaanites, and toldthem that they | 
fhould be thornes ix their fides,they fat down,yer,| 
4, ana lift up their voyce, and wept : {0 *tis withal 
contrite finner, Note narrowly that eminent place | 
of Scripture, Efay 61. 3. the Lord Chriftis {entre} 
Appoint beauty for alhes, andthe oyle of joy for the | 

| (perst of heavenelfe tothem that mourne. Out of | 
which, note theie four things for the explication of} 
this forrow or mourning, ra a ete a 
Firft, Icis fuch a mourning as is precedent un-|_ 
tofpiritual joy. And hence irisnet {aid, J will give}. 
the fpirit ef gladneffe to beget mourning, (though| 
the Lord doth fo after converfion) but this goesin ri 
farderbeforethat,. Ephr aémalike, who feeing what | 
: Rohs | ee anf 
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an #ruly beaft he had been, wwaccuftomed to Gods | Jer, 31. 
yoke, {mites upon hw thigh, and bemoanes himfelfe. | 18, 
i) It is Gods method (after Gods people haye finned) 
| cofad their hearts, and thentoturn mourning into 
joy; much more at firft beginning of Gods work 
upon the foule, they fhallfirft mourn, and lament, 
and {mite upon the thigh; If God wounds the foul | 
2 Meee itfhal {mart, and bleed too, before Ged will 
neale, ay | - 
Secondly, It is agreat mourning, becaufe it is 
\ called @ [pirit of mourning x As a [pirst of [lumber 
isa deep flumber. When the poor } ewes fhallbe 
| converted, their < fin fhall then be prefented be- 
fore them of curfing and crucifying the Lord of lite; 
asit wastothofe, Aéts 2,36, And by reafon of this, 
| there {hall be 4 great monrning, that they {hall de- 
| fire to goe alone in feeret every one apart, andtake 
their fill of mourning , before the Lord ope the 
| fountain of grace, Itis nota Summer cloud, oran 
| April fhowre, that is{oon fpent, but a great mour" 
ning. For, 1, Before chis{pirit‘of forrow come, 
\a mans heart takes great delight in his finne, "cis 
\his god, his life, and fweeter then Chrift, and all 
| che joyes of heaven ; and therefore there muft be 
gteat forrow, finne muft be made exceeding, bit- 
jeer, A manthat is very hungry and thirty after his 
\uft, muft finde fach meat and drink exceeding bit- 
cer, elfe he will feed on it.’ Solomox took great con- 
Bicentin women, buc what faith hee when the Lord 
I \|humbled him ? J finde awoman more bitter then 
death Hear this you Harlots,& you that live in your 
wanton lufts,the Lord wil make your {weet morfels 
| more bitterthen death to you,ifthe Lord faves you, 
| 2, Becauté the greateft evills are the objects of 
‘|this forrow, 2%. Sinanddeath, Itistrue, a man 
may mourne for fmaller evills fooner; but ee 
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the Spirit fecs onthe greatelt evils , then they fad} 
much more, CAline iniguities are too heavy to 
beare ; Why fo? Many a man can bear them 
withoucfinking, True, butin the Elect the Spirit] 
fetson, loads the foul herewith, 4 wounded [pi- 
rit who can bear? Becaufe the greateft evils lye 
upor the moft: tender part of atender foul, prefl-}} 
ed downe by the amnipotent hand of Chrift Spi-}} 
}rics For nowthe multitude of fins more then the} 
haires on the headcome now to minde; as alfo 
the long conunuance in them, cradle fins: Na} 
fooner, faith the foul, did I begintolive, but I be-| 
\gantofin, Obftinacy alfo in them lyes very hea-} 
vy; I have had warnings, checks, refolutions a-| 
pain{tthem, and yethave geneon, The power of 
| finnealfo fads it; thatit is {aid, Pro. 21, 9, When} 
the wicked reigne, the people mourne; {o doth the | 
foul whenit feels finne reigne, I cannot {ubdie ir, | 
nay the Lerd willnot, that I feare the Lord hath | 
left me over to it. The encreafe of finit feels, makes | 
ic mourn alfo ; J grow worfe and werfe, 1aith the} 
foul; the leake comesin fafter then hee can caft ic} | 
out; the greatnefle of {tn makes it mourn; Was} 
j there ever {uch afinnerasI ? And lafily, the fenfe| 
of condemnation for finlyesupon him ;. thisisthe} 
truitof your evil wayes, faith che Spirit, The foul] 
| doth not letfin paffe by itnow as waterdowne the] 
| Mill, but being {topt by conviction and fear of the} 
evilof it, it fwels very high,and fils the heare full of} 
gricte & forrows that many timesit is oyerwhelm-|_ 
ed therewrithade iyo Set ot | Lp aa 
3, Becaufe Chrift will not be yery fweet, unleffe | 
_ {this mourning under mifery be very great; thehea- p 
ling ofacut fiager is {weet, buc ofa morial wound | | 
isexceeding fweet; aliclefarrow will make Chrift | | 
fweet, but great forrow under fenfé of deadly | 
On | wounds} 
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| wounds is exceeding {weet;.and without this Chrilt 
| hath not his honour due to hirn, if hee be nor 
| only tweet, but alfoexceeding {weet and precious. 
|» 4. Beeaute itis fucha forrow,as nothing but that 
| chathath wounded thefoule canheale it. Letmen 
have the greateft outward troubles, outward things 
€an cure them ; or elfethey will weare away, As if 
| a man befick, or in debr, phyfick and money can 
| cure thefe; butthis wound,. neithercan, or ever 
| fhal be healed but by the hand that pounded it.And 
hence a man cantakeno comfort in meat, drinke, 
| fleep, friends, mirch, nor paftime,while this wound, 
| chis forrow lafts ; for ifany thing elfe can heal ityie is} 
| notthe right wound, or forrow the Lord breeds ia 
| bis Elect. An adulterous heartindeed may be qui- 
eted with other lovers,C aézcan build away his for- 
| row. Nay, Le fay more, thiswounded foul cannot 
comtortitfelfe by any promifes,tillthe Lord come: 


| Davidhad a promife of pardon from Nathan,yet 
| he cries outtothe Lord to make him hear the voyce 


| of joy & gladuels that hes broken bones might re- 
| pies - les the Lord make him:hear ibe voyee 
| of joy by Nathaz ? Yes, outwardly; burthe Lord 
#| thathad broke his bones, muft make him hear in- 
wardly.. Nay, when. the Lord comes himfelfe to 
comfort;muchadoe the Lord hath te make him 
hear it; asthe Ifraclitesthac hearkued not to Moles 
voyee, becanfe of thezr hard boxdage, that unlefs the 
Lord did invincibly comfort, it would lie bleeding 
‘todeath, and never live, Itmuft needs therefore be 
great forrow,whichall the world, men nor Angels 
can remove. g icks . 
5. Youmay beconfirmed in this, if laftly you 
-confider the many wayes the Lord cakes to beget] | | 
}) great mourning, if the foul will not be forrowfull: | 2 Chro, 
as, fometimes great afflictions; (Manaffeh re 52.11% 
| ie = Aor, pabenT 2, 
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betakeninthe bufhes , and beecaft into chaines, | 
Sometimes ftrange temptations, hellifh blafphe- 
mics, Isthere a God? are the Scriptures his Word? 
Why fhould the Lord be fo cruellas to reprobate. a-. 
ny ofthis creatures,totorment it fo long?&c,Some- | 
Lam, 3,| times long eclipfing ot the light of Gods counte- } 
4, - |nance; no prayersantwered, but daily hils of indist-_ 
ment, And fonjetimesitthinks it hears & teelsa fe- |) 
crec te{timony fromGod,that he never had thought } 
ot peace toward it, and that his purpofe is immut- 
able, Sometimes it queftions, Can God forgive fins |} 
fo great? Gan it {tand with his honour to pucup fo }) 
much wrong? Somtimesit feels its heart foextream 
hard and dedolent, that itthinks the Lord hath feal- 
ed icupunder ehis plague till the judgement of the | 
great day, And {ometimes the Lord makes melan- 
cholly a good fervantto him te further this work of |, 
forrow, But thusthe Lord rebukes many a hard-| 
hearted finner, that will not bear the yoke, nor feel}, 
the load; and now the Lord turns the beauty of the |: 
proudeftinto afhes, & withers the glory of all flefh. | 
| Nay, fometimes you fhallobferve the Lord though] , 
| becomes notout asa Lyon torend, yet asa meoth hel 
| frets out by feeret pinings & languifhings, the fenfe-| 
leffe fecurity of man, that he fhal mourn to purpofe | 
Pfal. 39) beforehe leave him, J doe not mean by this, as || 
10,11, Re all men had the like meafure of forrow ; but a | 
great forrow itisinall,. Every child isdelivered by J. 
{omethrowes ; thofe that {tick long in the birth may }, 
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Nor yet do I prefleaneceffity ofteares,or violent |. 

and tumultuous complaints; the deepeft forrowes | 

run with leatt noyfe. 1f a man can have teares for 

| outward loffes, and none for fins, cis very {upitious } 
whether he was ever truly forrowfull for fin ; Other 

wile,as the greatelt joyesare not alwayesexpreft in| 


cs laughter, di 


Fourthly, It is {uch a forrow asmakes way for 
gladnefie, for fo it is here faid, the Lord gives beau 
ty for thefe afhes, and hence itisno defperate hellifh 
{orrow, but ufuially mixt with fenfe of fome mer- 
cy,atleaft conimon,and fome hope ; net that which 
fapprehends the object of hope particulatly (which 
lis done invocation) butthat the Lord may finde out 
Home way of faving it, foxah 3.9,.Alts 2 37. 
which hope with {ence of mercy waiting fo long, 

referying from hell and death fo oft, &c. doth not 
rattler the heart, ( asinreprobates,) but ferve to 


steak the more, and to load ic with greater ig ; 
i TZ | thus’. 
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chus the Lord works this forrow in all his Elect, 1] 
know it isin a greater meafure, and fromfome.o- 


| Geas Law, and feremy witht he hada cottage in} 


| will} isoppofice tohardnefle of heart whichisines } 
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ther groundsatter the foul is in Chrift; but this for- 
row there is forfubftance, mentioned for the rea-| 
fonsgiven; if Chrift hate you, you fhall mourn, 
but never tillit be too kate; if he loye you,you muft, 
mournnow; how great and many are many of] 
your finnes, bow near isyour doom ? the Lotdon- 

ly knows how iearfull your condemnation will bes | 
you have oft heard ; but yet how few of your hearts | 
are fadand very heavy for thelerhings 2 fin is your |} 
pleafure, net your forrow; you fly trom forrow as} 
from a tempiation of Satan who comes totrouble} 
you, andto leade youte delpaire: Davids eyes ran} 
down withrivers of waters, becaufe others brake} 


the wilderueffe to monwrnix , and yet you doe not, 
you canner poure,ourone drop, nor yet with you} 
had hearts co lament your own fins : buteh knew | 
it, that when the Lord Chrift comes, he will fad thy } 
foul, when hecomes to fearchthy old fores by the}! 
Spirit of conviction, he willmake them {mart and} 
biced abundantly, by the Spiritof compunction, | 

3, Separation from fin is the third thing where- | 
ti compunetion confifts, fuch a feareand forrow } 
forfin undera finfullefiate, as feparates the foule} 
frora{in, is truecompunétion; without which the} 
Lord Chrift cannot be had: the foule is cut and} 
wounded with fin by feare arid forrow, but ic is 
cut eff by this fireak of the Spirit, net. from the | 
being, but from the growing power of fin; from] 
the willro fin, net from all finne in the will which is} 


mortified by a $ pice of holinefle, afterthe foule is} 
emplansed tro Chrift ; for compunction, contriti-| 


on, brokennefle of heart for fin (call ic what you} 


very | 
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very finner whiles Chrift Jeayes him ; now in hard- 
nefie (asina ftone) there is, Firft infenfibleneffle, 
Secondly, a clofe cleaying of allthe parts together, 
whereby it comesto paffe that hard things take re- 


fiftanee of whatis caft againit them : So in com-| 


} punétion there is not only fenfiblenes of the cvilof 
finne and death, by feare and forrow, but {uch as 
| makes feparation of that clofe union between fin 
and the foul : and hence it is thatthe Lord abhors 
all fattings, humiliations, prayers, teares, unlefle 
| they be of this ftamp, and are accompanied with 
thiseffect. The Lord flings the dung of their fa/t-. 
ings and forrewes in their faces, becaufe they did 
not breake the bonds of wickedneffe; to mourn for 
fGinand mifery, and yetto be in thy fin, isthe work 
of juftice on the damned in hell, and allthe Devyills 
at this day, chat are pincht with their black chaines 
net loofened from them; and notthework of the 
eraceaf Chriftin the day of his power . He that 
coufeffeth his fins [ball have mercy ; that is tue, 
but remember the meaning of that Confeffion in 
the next words, and forfaketh, he fhall find mercy. 
VVhat is the end of the mother in laying worm- 
wood and gallupon her breft, but thatthe child by 
tating the bitternefs of irmight be weaned & have 
| bis &omach and will turned from it ? whar is the 
1 end of fear and forrow,but by thisto turn away the 
| foul from fin 2 This point is weighty and full of dit- 
| ficulty, of great ufe,and worthy of deepe meditati- 
on. Forasthe firft wound and ftroak of the Spirit 
lis, foic is inallafter-worksof it, both of faith and 
holineffe in the foul, ifthis be right, faith is right, ho- 
lineffe isright ; if this be imperfect, orn aught, all is 
- laccording to it afterward ; the greateft difficulty 
_ |tyeshere,to know what meafure of feparation from 
finne the Spirit makes here; for after we are in 
| E 2 OG hrkt 


Pro, 28. 
13, 


‘|:herefore 1 {hall antwer tothe fourth and lait parti- 


__ dng and feparation from fin. O; 
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Chrift, then finis mortified ; how then is there any | 
leparation of che heart from it, before it doth fully 
beleeyve; or what meatfure is there neceflary ? here 


cular, viz, . | 

Fourthly, what is that meafure ef compunétion 
the Lerd works inall the Elect 2 

So much compunct-on or fence of finisnecefla-| 
ry as attaines the end of it 3 now what isthe end of | 
ic ? no other but that the foul being humbled might 
goeto Chrilt (by faich) to take away his fin; the fi-| 
nts proxtmus of next end of compunétion is humi- : 
liation, thatthe foul may be fo fevered from fin, as 
torenounceit felfe for ic; the fixes remotis, or latt 
end is, chat being chus humbled, it might goe unto 
Chrift to take away fin : for beloved ,the condem- 
nation of the world lies not {o much in being finfull 
under guilt and power of fin, as in being unwilling 
the Lord Jefus thouldtake it away $ this ] layisthe 
ereatelt hinderance of falyation, Loh, 3.19. Loh, 5. 
40. Ob jeru(alem welt thou not be made cleane? 
fer,1 3,17, thatwas their great evill, they were not 
cnely pollzted, but they would not be made cleatte : 
the Lord j efus therefore rolls away this ftene from 
the Sepulchre, beats down this mountain; and bee 
caufe ic mult firft beleeve in Chrift before it ean re- 
ceive Grace from Chrift, ic muft cometo Chrift to 
take away fin, before the Lord willdoe it; Hence, 
fo much Icofening ftom fn as makes the fou! thus 
tocome. isneceflary. So much fear and forrow as 
loofens ftom fin, and fomuch loofening frem fin 
as makes the foul willing, or at leaft not unwilling 
that the Lerd J cfiis fhould take it away, is necefla_ 
ty ¢ For who ever comesto Chrift.or isnot willing}. 
Chrift fhould come to him to take away all his fin 
bath (whateverhethinks) fomeantecedentloofen 
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|. Obfaitha poor finner, when the Lord hath ftruck 
[his heart, and hee teels guile, and terrour, and migh- 
{ty ftrengch of corruption, if the Lord Jelus would 
| takeaway thefe evills from me, though I cannor, 
‘meanscannot, that will be exceeding rich mercy. 
| The Lord deth not wound the heart to this end, that 
the foul{hould firft bealit felt, before ic come to the 
| Phyfitian, bue thacit might feek out, or feeling: its 
need, be willing & decfirous ofa Phyfitian,the Lord }: 
‘| Jetus, to come and heal ir, Icisthe ereat fault of 
many Chriftians, either their wounds and forrows 
| are fo little, they defire not to be healed ; or if they 
‘| Goe,they labourto heal chemfelves firft, before thzy 
come to the Phyfitian for it ; they will firft make 
themfelves holy, and put on theit jewels,. and then 
| beleeve in Chrift, And hence arethofe many com- 
| plaints, Whathaye I todee.with Chrift2 Why 
| Lhould he have to doe with methathave fich unho- 
| dy, vile; hard, blind, and-moft wicked heart 2 If 1 
were more fumbled, and more holy, then J fhould 
goe to himaand think he would come tome, Oh for 
the Lords fake difhonour notthe grace of Chrift. 
It is true, thou canft notcometo Chrift, til thou art 
loaden; and humbled,and feparared from thy fi nne, 
| Lhou canft no: be ingraffed into this Olive, unlkfle 
thou beeft cut, and cur off too from thy old root. 
Yetrememaber forever, that no more forrow for 
finne, no more feparation from finne is neceflary 
tothy clofing with Chrift, then fo much as makes 
thee willing, or rather net unwilling that the Lord 
fhouldtake it away. And know it, if thou feekef 
for a greater meafute of humiliation antece- 
dent to thy clofing with Chrift then this , thou 
} theweft the more pride therein, who wilt ra- 
Pither goe into chy telfé co make thy felfe holy 
j}and humble, thac chou mighteft bce worthy 
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of Chriit, then goe out of thy felfe, unto the Lord 
jelus, tocake thy fin away. Ina word, who think- 
j eft Chrifi cannot love thee, untill thou makeft thy | 
{elf faire, and when thouthinkeft thy felf fo (yhich | 
is pride) wile then think ocherwife of Chrift, The’ 
Lord therefore when he teacheth his people how to |} 
return unto him after grieyousfins, dirests them to | 
this courle, mot togoc about the bufh coremove 
their iniquitiesthemfelyes,orto {tay and live fecure= 
ly in their fins, untill the Lord did it himafelfe; but 
bids them come to shim, and fay, Take away 
(Lora) all entqual ses, E1of, 14.1, 2.3, You thall 
fee Eplratm bemoaning hisfelfe, Ler,21 JI 8, But 
how ? Doth he fay heteelshis fins now all remoy- 
ed? No, buthe defiresthe Lord totwrnhim, and 
then (faithhe) J (hall berurzed, | | 

Asif he fhould fay, Lord, I {lrall never turn from: 
this ftubborn vile hearc, nor fo muchasturn to thee, | 
to take icaway, unlefle chou doft turn. me, andthen 
I fhallbetwrnedto purpofe, What faith the peni- 
tent Church? Come, feyiuiness let us goeunto the | 
Lord, They might objeét and fay; Alas, the Lord | 
isourenemy, and wounds us, and hath breken us’ 
Lo pieces We are not yet healed but lye dead aswell 
as wounded; fhall ftich dead fpirits live ?2Marke | 
what followes, True indeed, He hath wounded ws, | 
let us therefore goe to him, that he may Heal us,and | 
afier two dajes hee wil revive us, The Lordte-| 
quires no more of us then thus to cometo him. In=| 
deed aftera Chriftian isin Chrift, labour for more} 
and morefenfe of finne, that may drive you nearer | 


and nearer unto Chrift, Yer knew before you! 
come ¢o him, the Lord requiresno more then thiss 
and as hee requires no more thenthis, fo ’tis his| 
owne Spirit (noc our abilities) chat muft allo work | 
this¢ and thus muchhee will work, and doth re- 
* quire}. 
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quire of allwhom hee purpofethto faye. If thot 
wilt not cometo Chrift to rake away thy fins, thor. 
fhalt undoubtedly perifh in therm, Ifthe Lord 
‘workethatforrow, 1o as to be willing the Lord 
{hould take them away, thou fhalt be undoubtedly 
fayedfromthem. | 
"Tt you weuld know what meafure of willingnefle 
| to have Chrift take away fants required; You hall 
hear when wee come to open the fourth particula: 
inthe doétrine of Faith. 
| Uf you further ask, How the, Spirit works this 
loofening from fin in the work of compunction 2 
~ Taniwer, the Spirit of Chriff works this by a 
\doubleact, . | 
-. T.-Morall.. °2. Phyficall, pee 
| As in the converfion of the foule by faith unto 
] God, the Spirit is not onely a merall agent per- 
| (wading, bucalfoa {upernaturall agent phyfically 
| working the heart to beleeve » by a divine and im- 
| mediate act; fo inthe averfionof the foul from fin, 
the Spirit doth affect the heart withfear and forrow 
morally, butthis can never take away finne, aswe 
fee in Judas and Cain deeply affected and afilict- 
edin{pirie, and yet in their finne. And therefore 
I | che Spirit ptits forth its own hand phyfically or im- 
i/ mediately, and his owne arm brings falyation tous, 
I by afirther fecret immediate ftroake, turning the 
| iron neck, cutting the iron finews of finne, and fo 
| makes this difunionot feparation, You think it 1s 
| eafte to be willing that Chrift {hould come and take’ 
away all your fins; 1 tell you, the omnipotent arm of 
the Lord thatinttructed Levey ina finaller matter, 
ican only inftruct you here ; boththefe acts ever go 
I | together according tothe meafure mentioned; the 
| latcercannor be without the firft, the firft isin vain 
Bi withoucchelatter, | 
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+» fat thistimethe foul isnot fo fpirituall, as thar fine 


Mat. ro. 
37 


» But what evill in finne doth the Spirit morally |} 


never lofe Chriftanda good confcience too, for af 
‘little gaine, profic er honour, Beloved, the great] 


. God bleffed for eyer from thy 
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affect the heart with, and fo phyfically turn icfrom 
Gnne 2 | oa 

He affe 4s the foul with itas the greateft evill ; by |} 
(inne Lmean net as confidered without death, (for 


without confideration of death and wrath due to it}} 
(hould affect it) but finneand death, finnearmed|| 
with wrath, fine working death, pricksthe heart as} 
the greateft evill, and fo lets out that coreat the bot- 

com, as may fitthe foul for healing, For, chy 

t. If the Spirit make a man feel fin truly, the foul} 
feels it asitiss ieis notthe name, and talk of che dane 
ger of fin that croublesit, butehe Spirit (ever mak- 
ing thingsreali) loads the foulwith It indeed, and.as 
itis; now it isthe greateft evil and therefore fo it 
feelsfin, Belceye it, you never felt fin indeed as it is,| 
if you have not fel: it thus, ; 

2. Elfeno man will prize Chrift as the grcateft 
good, without which no man fhall haye him, 

3. Elfea man will live and continue in fin. If fin} 
had beena greater evil to Pilate then the lofle at 
( efarstriendfhip, hee would never haye crucified 
Chrift. Iffin had been a greater evill to Jekes chen 
the lofle of his Kingdom, he had never kept up the} . 
twocalves. If fin were a greater evill then poverty,| 
fhame, grief in this world, many a Profeflor would 


curfe and wrath of the Lord upon all men in the] 
werld almoft is this, that the greateft evills fhould} 
be cheleaft of all felt; and the fmalleft evills moft} 
of allcomplained of. Whatis death that only fepa-| 
rates thy foul from thy body, to finne thar {eparates 
foul ? and therefore 
the Lord Jefus will remoye thiscurfe from whom 
hee faves, | : ~ Bu 
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_ But you will fay , What is thar evill che foule, Qve/f 
ces at this time in finne , that thus attccts the , 
keare With it, asthe greaceft eyill 2 This is the 

aft difficulty here, : 

| There is.a threefold evillefpecially feeninfinnes; Anfv . 
1. Theevill of tormentand anguith.. 

2. The eyill of wrong and injury to God. | 

A 3e The evill of feparation of the foule from 

os Yr 


_ The ficft, may affect Reprobates, asSav/and 
Fudass who were fore diftrefled when they felt the, 
inguila of confcience for fin, at 

. The: fecond, is enely in chofe who are actu- | 
Hy juftified, called and fanétified, who lament. 
inne as ic is again{t. God, and a Ged reconci-| 
ed to them, and as itis againit the lite of God 
yegun in them ¢. and hence they cry outof iras 4 


body of death ic Jos 45 eG 

| The third, the Elect feel at this firft froake and 

sound which the Spirit gives cher; the anguifh | 

of finneindeed liesforeupon them, butthés mach oe 

ore. rift us come tofeck that which ws loft. The Luk, rg. 
epe is loft, when Firftic is feparated and gone 7, 3 

from the owner; Secondly, awhen it knowes not}. 

Jow to returneagaine, unleffethe Shepheard finde ; 

t and €arry ichome :fo that foul is properlyard| — . 

Bruly loft, that feels itfelfe feparated dnd gone from| 
Sod; knowing not hew to returntohim again, un- Efay 33 

efle the Lord comeandtakeit uponhis fhoulders; '6.- * |. 

hnd-catry itin his arms; this lies heavy upon it, v7z, | 

hat it is gone from-God 5 and wholly fepararcd | 

from allunionto him, ‘and communion with him, | 

ou may obferve, /04.16.9. that the Spirit con- 

pevces of (in; how ? becanfe they beleeve not in me.) 

}. Becaute they {hal fee and feelthcm{elyes quite fe=| 

arated from me; they fhall hear of my glory anc 

| riches}. 
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richesof mercy, and'that happineffe which all thar] 
haye me, fhalland doe enjoy ; ‘buctheyfhal mourn| 
that chey have‘no part nor portion in thefe things 
they {hall mourn that they live without me;and that} 
they haye lived folong without me, ah Gv eek gh 
I confeffe many other confiderations ‘of the evilll 
of fincomenowin, burthis isthe maine channel] 
where al[ che otherriyulets empty themfelyes. And | 
henee itis that rhe foule under this ftroake is in a} 
ftate of feeking only, yee finds nothings; it feekes| 
God and Chriff, and therefore feels a want, a-lofle| 
of bothby fin; forthe end of all the fears, terrors, 
forrows, &e¢, upon the Ele, isto bring them back} 
again to God, and into fellowfhip with God, the 
| only blefledneffe of man.’ Now if the foul ordain-| 
ed and made for thisend fhould not feel its prefent* 
feparation from God by fin, and the bitternefle of 
the evillef ic, it would never feek to return again to! 
i him asco his greateft good, nordefire everto come 
into hisbofomeagain; for look as fin woundsthe’ 
foul, fo the foul feeks for healing of ic; if onely the: 
torment of fin wound, eafe of confeience fromthat) 
anguifh will heal ic : So if feparation from God) 
wound the heart, only union and communion with, 
| God will heal ic, and comfort it again. The Lord. 
Chrift therefore having laid his hand uponthe foul, 
to bring it back to himfelfe firft, and (0 cothe Fa-| 
ther, being defigned to gather in all'the out-cafts of 
iofe he ever makes to feel chemfelyes out- | 
cafts,as caft away out of Gods bleffed fight and pre- | 
fence, that fothey may defire atla{t tocome home | 
again  Reprobates not made for this end, hayenot 
this fenfe of fin, the meanes of their return. And 
hence itis that the fouls of thofe ‘God faves, are ne- | 
ver quiet untill they Come to Ged, and haye com-| 
munien with him; but they mourn for their diftance. 
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| ) ’ 
une forthagain : Whereaseyery oncelfe though 
ueh traubled, yet fits downe contented with any 
tle edde thing, that-ferves to quiet them for the 
ne, before the Lord return to them, orthey enter 
rotheirreft, in that ineffable communion with 
rig ey ae OOH | 
‘Letmenow make Application of this, before 1 
foceed to open the next particular of Humiliation, 
This may fhew us the great miftake of two forts: 
‘t. Suchasthinkthere isno meceffity of any fenfe 
‘ mifery before the application of the remedy or 
ir clofing with Chrift; -becanfe fay they, where 
ere isfenfethere is life’: (allfenfe and feeling ari- 
ng from life )and where there islife,there is’ Chrift 
veady- And hence i¢is\that they would ‘not have 
e Law firftpreached in thele-dayes, but the Got- 
l; the otheris to goe round about thebufh. - |. 
Jo anfwer,chatformy-owa partthisd octritte (of 
cing and ‘feeling our*mifery before the remedy ) 
feuniverfally received by all folid Divines both 
home and abroad, that Tmeet wich; andthe con- 
ty Opinion fa croffle rothe holy Scriptures, and 
pnetall experience of the Saints, and the preach- 
Hg of the other fo abundantly fealed to be Gads 
Avneway by his rich bleffings on the labours of his} 
Arvants faithtull co himheseia ; that were'it not for 
hhefake of fomeweak and mil-led, 1:fhould not: 
are toqueftion it; the Lord himfclf {o-exprefly | 
peaking, that hee came not tocall the right sous; | 
t onthe contrary onely to heal the fick, who |. 
whan their ficknefle chiefly 67 the Law, 
om, 2,26. Doft thou think therefore, that there | 
{pirituall life where everthereisany fenfe? Then | 
fay, the Devils and’ damned in hell have much }: 
Pic ehta for they feel'their mifery witha it | 
ChlCe Ue , BST 
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, Astor the preaching of the Gofpell before tht 
taw tofhewour mifery; it istrue, chat the Go! 
pell is to be looked at, as the maine end ; yet yo! 
mutt ufe the meanes, before you can eometo th 
end, by the preaching of the Law, or mifery in dé, 
lpiting the Gofpel, End and Means have been eve! 
good friends, and you may joyne them well toge| 
ther, you cannot fever them without danger. I dot 
oblerve thacthe Apoftles ever ufed this methed } 
‘Paul tirft proves fewes and Geatiles tobe unde 
frnne , in almoft the three fir Chapters of tht 
Romanes, before hee opens the doctrine of Jutt 
fication by fait héx Chrift. I doe notoblerye that 
ever there was fo cleareand manifeft opening 0} 
Mans mifery, as by Chrift and his Apoftles, whe! 
brought in the cledreft revelations of the Remedy, 
I doe nor reade in CMofes, or inall the Prophets; 
fuch fulland plaine expreflions of our mifery asin 
the New Teftament : The worme that never dies 


led, that he may be fick ; cured, that hee may be 


[ 


of the Gofpel.. For it is a righteousthing,bura hea: 
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plague, forthe Lord to dufter {ich men to ob- 
ure the Gofpel, that in their judgements zealout- 
‘diflike thisufe of the Law. You matt preachthe 
medy ; that is true: but you mutt allo firlt preach 
}¢ Woe and milery ef men, or rather fo mix them 
gether, asthe hearts of hearers snay be deeply af- 
cted with both but firft withtheir mifery, Icar- 
esa greater confumption of the Spirit of grace, 
hen Chriftians lives are preferved onely by Al- 


Mis itma 


eace? what is every 
+n by nature, buta kinde of an infinite evill 2 all 
fins thac fill earth and hell,are in every one mans 
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fic cones unto Chrift, buc thatthis isdone after | | 
foul isin Chrift by faith, vz, in fanctification E 


| underftanding of this point,’ 
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g firft juftified by faith, 
This is the judgement of raany holy and learné 
and therefore fo long as there isno difagreement| 
the fabftance of this doctrine, it fhould not trout 
us; onely letit be confidered, whether what 1s fa 

isnot the truth of Chrift; andif it be, let us net €¢ 
itafide. The Jewifh Rabbins havea {peech at tt 
day very frequent in their writings, /Voz eft inle 
unica literula aqua non magne fufpemfi {unt mo 
tes ¢ Jcis much more true of every truth; and if} 
much miftakenot , much depends upon the ri g 


That therefore 1, there muft be fome fenfe | 
mifery, beforethe application of the remedy, 

2, That this compunction or fenfe of milery 
wrought by the Spirie of Chrift, not the power’ 
manto prepare him{elfe thereby for further grace 

3. That thefeterroursand forrows-in the Ele 
doe virtually differ from thofe in the reprobate, t 


2) 


onedriving the foul to Chrift, the other not; the 
are agreed on all hands, The queftion cnely 
Whether there isthis farther ftroake of feveringt 
foul from fin, conjoyned with the terrours and fo 
rowsinthe Ele&t before their clofing wich Chri 
which isnot inthe reprobate; or in one word,wh 
ther there is not a fpeciall work of the Spirit, cur 
ing (atlea{t in order of nature) the foultrom fint 
betore the foul returns by faich unto Chrift..- 

For the affirmative I leave feverall confidera 
ons. i <q 

That there is gracia aftwalss, or actuall grat 
Jas well as habirvalss, or habituall grace, learn 
Fervius makes avait difference between them; ai 
therefore to thinke that there can be no pees 


eae 


mediately totake the impreflion of Gods image 
ut fince, by hisfall, Sinne is faln like a mighty blot 
ponthe foul, wherby a naan not only wants grace, 
sthe dark ayredothlight, but alfa re/i/fs grace, 
ohn 14,17, Hence thisrefiftance nauft be farftra- 
gcnaway, before the Lord introduce his image a- 
gein, To fay that a mancan of himfelf dilpofe him- 
‘If unto grace, was Pelagianifin in e4gainas his 
me ; yet {ome difpofition is neceffary ; faith Ferré- 
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ws, notuntoadtual grace, or that which is wreughi 
upon a man, per mo dum att us, (as he faith) but uns! 
to the reception ef habituall or fanctifying grace} 
it being inthe foul per modnm forme, no form be+! 
ing introduced but into materiam difpofitam , i 
raatter fitted or prepared,or into facha yeflel whic 
is }mmiediately capable of it. cl 
There isin mana double refiftance againft grace, 
1, Of aholy frame of grace, by original corrup} 
rion, which is oppofite to original and renewed hos 
linefte, or to this holy frame, i 4 
3, Of the God of grace himfelf when he comes 

to work it, fob.24.14, Exek. 24,13.5 9° 
The fir ft is taken away inthat which we: call che 
{pirit of fanctification, aiter faichy the fecond is ta. 
ken away not only inthe act of it, (as by terroursit 
inay be inreprobates, Palm 66,2.) butin fore 
meafure in the inward root and difpofition of it, 
(oncly in the Elect) there being (as hath been faidl 
ho more feparation from fin, at thistime required, 
then fo much asmay make the foule come to a 
Lord to take it away, or at leaft not unwilling, noi 
‘| refitting the Lord, when he comesto doe it himfelts 
~ Whether dothnot the work of union unto Chrift, 
gce before our communion with Chrift ? J fuppofe 
*cisundeny able,that union mult be before commur 
nion; andthacunion to Chrift is a work of grace a 
peculiar to the Elect, as communion with bim. | 
~ Now juftification & fanctification are two parts 
of our communion with him, and follow our un 
on, Roms.8.1, Our union therefore muft be bet 
{thele, of whichthere are two parts, er rather t 
thingson our part, neceffarily requiredtoit - | 
r. Cutting off from the wild olive tree, the old 4 
dam. 2. |mplanting intothe good olive tree, tht 
(econd Adam. The firft mult go before thelecond 
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¢ where there is perfect refi(tance,there can be no 
rfectunion. Buttakea man growing upon this 
drootot nature, there is nothing but perfect re- 
tance, Kom, 8.7, 8 therefore that refiftance mult 
“ft betaken,away, before the Lord draw the foule 
Chrift, and by taithimplant itinto Chrift.. Ina 

rd, I fee not how a man.can wholly refift.God | 
aeshuiftyand set be united unro him at the fame 
tant ; andtherefore the one (in order of nature 
Jeaft) goes beforethe other.;. and therefore let a- | 
rman living prove his unionto Chrift, and to bis 
talfo,if he can. You will beleeve in Chriftyma- 
' Ofiyou, and yet you will have your whares, and 
ips, and lu(ts, and pride,and world too, & oppofe 
ithe meanesthat would haye you from thefe allo. 
‘ell you, you fhall finde one,day how miferably | 
-ceived you have beene herein, You canzot ferve 
0d and {dammon, How can. yee beleeve ; faith 
brifts Loh. 5.4.4.that feck: honour. one of another? |: 
youcan have Chrift, and $e ambitioustoo, rake} 
«ms bur how! can you beleeve till the Lord: hathy. 
oken yowest ftom thenees 29 ferr io ya ed 


V Vhethersvocation. (as-peculiar tothe Elect as, 
nétification) doth not goe before jultification-& 
forification, Rom. 8430. Whetheralfo there are | 
pttwo thingsineftectuall yocation; wr | 
I, TsnotChrilt,thacgood, the term to whichthe 
uleis firftlyealled #655, |. Latur 
2, Is notin and world, thacevil, the term from 
nichthefoutiscalled? 1 fappofe ’tis evident, that} 
ge foul iseffeCtually called, & therefore actually &¢ | 
{tly curned from darknestolight, from the power| _ 
g Satan unto Ged. Firft from darknefs, then unto |, 
ht ;. firft from the powerof Satan then unto 
odsas is evident by the Apoftles own words; Aéf.| 
>«1Be where he methodically lets down the wone |: 
| 3 NS -derfull 
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derfull works of Chrifts grace by his-miniftery 
the firttis rorarnthem from darknefje to light, 
from Satans power unto God, which are the twe'' 
| parts cf voeation, that they may reacsve forgivents | 
of fins to juttification.(vocation beirig’a iheanes te 
this‘end) chat they may receive an inbevst ante inj 
glorification among fach as’ being juftified are 
\fanttifiedallo by faith in-his name, The Apoftle! 
doth not fay, that he wasto return ménto light and’ 
unto God, and fo turn them from darknels®& from 
theipower of Satan,°('thotigh this is true in forne’ 
fence) but he was firft to tarn from darknefle and 
Satan, and foro returti them unto light, and Godi 2 
Chrift, For how is it poflibleto bee turned unte, 
Chrift,’and yetthenvalfo to be tumed to fim and Sa, 
tan? Doth it not erhply a contradi€tion, to bee 
turried coward finne' (which is ever from Chrift, 

aidyet to bee turned toward Chrifttogether 2 All’ 
Divines affirme generally , chatintthe' working of’ 
Faith , the Lord tmakes the foule»2#éng to have! 
Chrilt, Pfal.1 1012.3; but withallthey affirm, chat’ 
of unwilling he makes willing, and theretore it fol: 
lowes, thatthe Lord-mutt firft remove thac unwil! 
lingneffe, before it can be willing, ivbeing impollt- 
blerobe both willing ahd unwilling together, |) 
Whether che cant ofall chat counterfeit coynane 
hypecrifie in this profesfing Age, doth not atif' 
“from this root, 77z, not having this wound at farft 
‘buvonely fomerrouble for finne without: {eparatior 
from it,fore throwes without deliverance from fing 
iSnotthisthe death of moft, if not’ allwicked me 
living @ how many are there that clafpe about 
‘Chrilt& yet prove enemies to the crofle of Chrifts 
falltvom Chrift {candaloufly or fecrétly after ward? 
‘Whatis the reafon of ir? Certainly’, if the Lord 
/had cut them off from their fin, they hadneyerf 


mn 


| 
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‘9 everlafting bondageinfin agains but chere the 
pirit of God forfook them, the Lord not awning 
much loye tothem. Confider ferioufly why the 

a and therny-ground-hearers, AZat,1 3, came 
o nothing in their growth of {eeming fai and 
pactification; was the fault inthe iced ? No verily, | 
hut only in the ground; the one was broken, bur not 
eep enough, the other was broken deep, but riot 
nrough eneugh, the roots of thornschoked them, 
ne lufts-and.cares of the world were not deflroyed 
«ft, and therefore they deftrayed thatground, Yee ee 
| Teonclude therefore with that of Jeremy, Break 4 4e3 
p your: fallow grounds, feekto the Lordto break} ** 
iem for you, and fow not ansong thornes, take heed 

fuch brokennefle which removes nocthe thorns 
* finfull feeret ftubbornnefle, lef the wrath of the 
ord break out againft you, and burnethat none 
in quenchit, Doe not cut oft Joha Baptifts head, 
ou that can be content to heare kins gladly, and do 
pany things, butbe muftnot touch your Herodi- 
', and’ make a divorce there , but fuffer hirato 
pmetathe {pirit & power of Eliab,nay of Chrift 

?fves, to beat down your mountaines, & tlup your 
jileys, make your crooked rough wayes {mooth, 

tyou fee the glory of the Lord Jefus, withour 

Joich he fhallbe ever hid-trom you, Cry you faith- 
Ufervaritsof the Lord,that Ali fle|h is grafs, er all 
gry of man, of fin,of world; 1 awithered flow- 

3 thatthe Lord Jefus may bereyealed ever freth, 
acd {weet, aridprecious, inthe eyes ofthe Saints, 
| [he evidence of this truth in the general], put Wind 
i fled'and learned Pemble upon another way ; tO0} eat. 
hea ee pome (ashimfelte confefteth) thaticis |® ite ty 
 generallido Gtrine of all Orthodox Divines,viz. | 4211-13 
fe actual faich is never wronght in the foul, till 
Hide che-fupefnanyall Ue aint of the rr | 

3. ea | F2 : the 
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the will bealfo fir(t feed in‘part from its maturall 
pervertnefle, (Godmaking all men of unwallings}; 
willing) hereupon hee concludes thatthis is done by | | 
the ipirit of Sanctification, and onefupernaturall |) 


quality of holineffe uniyerfally intufed an all the 
powers of the foule at once; fo ehat;the fpirit in-||; 
{tantly firft fanctifiesus, and puts life in uss then 1); 
aétsin forrow for, and deteftationof fin, and fo we), 
come actually to beleeve, And becaufehe tote-faw)}, 
the blow, vx. thatinthis way, Chriftiansare fan-} 
tified before they be juftified ; heantwers,  Yes,) 
weare jultified declaratively afterthis.: loa. 
Others (who follew him) anfwer more roundly, 
viz, that weare {anttified before we arereally and, 
actually jultified, and herein differ from bim, | 
Now when it isobjectedagainft this vx. that, 
ouryocation is that which goes before our juftifica>, 
tion, fanctification. being’a part of glorificattor, 
tollowing after, Rom, 8,30. Hereupon fome 0»; 
thers (treading in his {teps) affirm, thapvocation hk, 
the fame with sanctification, and nopcomprehend:, 
ed with glorifications. Ae a) adie sind 
Others perceiving the evill of this errour, viz. 
place fanctification before juttification good fruit; 
beforea good tree, they doe therefore deny any fay, 
ing work, whether of vecation or fanctification,b¢ 
fore juftification. And hence onthe other extreat 
chey doe place a Chriftians juftification; before hi 
faithin-vocation, or holineffe in hisdanctification, 
fo that by chislaft opinion a Chriftianis not j#/4fi, 
ed by faith, (which was Paads phrale). bucr: 
(as he {aid witcily and wilely.) faithed by hys.7 
_| fication, Before | cometocleare thetruthin thé 
fpiricuall my {teries ; Ict this onely be remerbre 
viz. That Sanctification, which Pemblecalls o 
| fpirieuall life, may beraken two wayes soi) 
: a eae: f 
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! “4 t. Largely. 
PRE 2. Strictly, 3 
1, Largely, tor any awakenings ofcon(cience,or 
Sts of the Spiritoflife,& fo tiserue, wearequickn- | 
B by thefeacts,& fo ina large fenle fanctifed firlt, 
(2, Serictly, for thofe habits of the life of holinefle 
hich are oppofite to the body of death in'us; and 
jat, weare not firlt fanctified betore we are jufti- 
ed in this fenfe, we fhall manitett by. and by, Ou- 
Jetme begin to thew the errour of the laft opini- 
nfirlt, vs, 1. Thac a Chriftian is not fir tt jufti. 
ed before faith, or vocation, may appear thus? 
_L. Jt is profeffedly croffe to the whole current of 
sripture, Which faith, Wee are juftified by faith, 
id therefore not before faith; and to fay thac the 
caning offich phrafes is, chat weare juftityed de- | 
aratsvely by faith, orto our fenfe & feeling 2 fo- 
confcientia, isa meer device: for our juftitycati- 
is oppofed to the {tate of unrightcou fiefs & con- 
imnation going before, which condemnation is 
conly declarative & in the court of Confcience, 
reall, &¢ inthe court of Heayen : For fo faith the 
}iptureexprefly, /okn 3.18, Hee that beleeveth 
ty «s condemned already :and yer,36. The wrath 
jd abidethon kim: and Gal. 3,23. The Scrip- 
@ (which is the fentence in Gods Court). bath 
vtladed afl nnder finne, Hence a {econd argu- 
entarifeth, - . Peter Sed). | 
. Ifa man be juftifyed before faith, then an actu- 
f vobeleever is fubjectto no condemnation ; but 
sis exprefly crofs tothe lercer of the exe, He that 
cevs not ws condemned already, Joh.3,18, ee the 
ath of God doth lye upon him, The tubjectsot 
n-condemnation arethole that be in Chrift, by 
th, Ro.8.x. not out of Chrift by unbeliet. Ro 11. 
there igindeed a merited juftitycatian by Chritts 
br seh heen death, , 
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"[deach, and a virtuall or éxemiplary juftification 


our very being; burto fay that we are therefore ache! 
ually juftified before faith, becaufe ourjuitificatics 
on was merited before we had faith, givesusa juli) 
ground of afhrming that wee are actually fanctifi-) 
ed whiles we are in the flate of nature unfanctified 
Ephef.2.%. becaule our fandtification was meri 
ted by Chrift before wehadany beinginhim; | 
Weutt indeed be made goots trees by faith it 
Chrifts righteoufnefle, before wee can bring forth} 
any good fuits of holinefle. God makes us neti 
good ttees without being in Chrift by faith, no} 
more then we are bad trees in contracting Adamel 
nile without our being firftin him; God gives 
ae his Sorne (offered in the Gofpel, and receiver 
by faith) and then gives usall other things with him} 
he doth not juftifie us withcutgiving ushis Sonne), 
but having firft given him, gives usthisalfo, * >. 1) 
| 2, Thee fandtification, doth not goe before Jue 
ftification, may appearthus:. | : | 
1, If guiltof dams finne goe before original 
pollution, Rom. 5.12. then imputation of Chrifti 
righteou{nefle beforé renewed fanctification, — 4%! 
| 2, To place farctification before puftificatio 
1s quite crofle tothe Apoftles pra Gife, (whichis 
pattern ) who firft fought to be fousd in Chrofi 
| Phil, 3. 9. (in the work of union) zct having hi 
| owne righteoufueffe in the worke of juftification 
(whieh in order followes that ) that hee may th 
know bins in the power of his death and refurreth 
onin fan@tification (here comes in fanctificat 
if by any meawes hee might attaine to the refurre| 
‘tion of the dead in glorification, (the laft of all.) 7 
3. This is quite croffleto the Apoftles. ee 
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which makes juftigcation the caufe of fanctificati- 
»n,and therefore muft needs goe before it, Kom. 5. 
sfingoes before {piritualland eternalldeath, 10). 
ighteoufnefle goes before {pirituall life in fanctifi- 
ation, and eternalllife in glory. 2. the Lord holds 
orth Chtift inthe Gofpellfirft as our propitiation, 
Rom,3.2.4, and then comes dying to i and living 
-o God intanctification, chap. 6.1. olineffc is the | 
-nd ofouractuall reconciliation, Co/, 1.21.22. 
4. If fanctification goe before juftifycation by 
faith, then a Chriftians communion with Chritt, 
Boes betore bis unionto him by faith; but our uni- 
on is the foundatien of communion, and it is im- |. 
posfible there fhould be communion without fome 
recedent union, 1 Cor, 1.30, .(brift made 
bighteon{nefle and fantlefication ; unto whom ?} 
-cadethe beginning of the yerle, and you fhalltce, 


» 


lit isonlytothoferhat be in Chrift whichis by faith 
~ Letnone fay here (as fomedoe) that we haye uni 
Jag to Chrift, firft by the Spirit,w ithout faith, in or- 
der going before faiths For under{tanding of which, 
Net us alittle confider of our union unto Chrift; Our) 
union to Chrift isnot by che effentiall prefcace of 
che Spirit, for that isin every man, as the Godhead 
lis every where, in whom we live and moye. his 
liscoinmon tothe moft wicked man, nay to the 
Wileft creature in the world, | Hence ic follows that}. 
lourunionisbyfome adt of the Spiric peculiar co 
Iche Elect (who only fhall haye communion with 
IChrift) working fome reall change in the foul, (for 
ot reall, not relative union J now {peake ) thisact 
cannot be thofe firft acts of the fpirit of bondage; 
(forthey are. common unto reprobates) they are 
therefore flch acts as are effentiallunto the nacure 
Jof union. Now looke asdifunion, 1s the disjuncti- 
J onor feparation of ans things one from ant: 
| 3 re) 


bake 


we 


The Sound: Belecver. 


fo inion isthe conjunction or joyningof them .td-\, 
gether, that were before fevered, Hence charac of| | 
the Spiritin uniting us to Chrift , can be nothing |, 
elfe buethe bringing back thefoule unto Chrift, or |; 
the conjunction ‘of the foule unto Chrift 5 and 
into Chrift, by bringing it back co him, that before |) 
th:s lay likea dry bone inthe valley feparared fram |) 
bim. Thus, 1 Cor.6,1.7. He that ts jayned, or (ase 
the word fignifies) glewedtothe Lord,zs one (pirit ) 
with him. he Spirit therefore brings us tothe Lord || 
Chrift, and fo weare in him. Now che comming of |; 
the foule to C breft,whatis itbutfaith? John 6,35. 
Our union theretere is by faith, not without it: for’) 
by it onely we that were once feparated from him \ 
by finne, and efpecially by zbeliefe, Heb. 3.12. 
are now come not onely untohim, as iron unto the}, 
load-{tone, Johz 6, 37. but (which is moft near) | 
into hima, as branches into the vine, & fo grow one}, 
withhim ; and hence thofe phrafes in Scripture, f0., 
beleeve in C hrift, or isto C bref, 1 {peake not De 
as if We were united to Chrift without the Spuit’on f 
bis part; ( for the conjunction of things Leverall}, 
muft be miutuall, if it be firm) J only Chew that We |; 
| are notunited before faith by ehe Spiricunto Chrifts |, 
but that wee are by faith (wroughtby the Spirit) } 
| whereby on our part wee are firft conjoyned unto. 
him: & then on his parthe by che perfon of the Spi-}} 
rit is moft wondertully united untous, The Spirie} , 
puts forth variety of actsin the foulsas it acts us to, | 
good works, “isthe [pitt of. obedtence ; asit infu-} 
feth habits of grace, to’cisthe (pirit of fantlificae|, 
| téoms as it affilts us continually , and guides us to}; 
our end, and witnefieth favour, *tisthe [pirét of a-| 
doption , as it works fears of deathand hell, *tisthe}, 
f{prrit of bondage; butasic drivesus from finne to} 
‘Chrilt, 1o*is the {pirat of union ; and therefore t ty 
a: ES ee Pit — imag 


The Sound Beleever. 83 . 


magineunion beforeand without faith by the Spi- 
ity as buca{piric indeed, which when youcome to 
eelit, you fhall finde ic nothing, without flefh, or 

ines, of news, As our marriage union to Chrift, 
wera confent ot faithon our party wrought by 

e Spirit,or elfe the Lord J efus isa vain futor tous; 
now tbe Spirit on Ghrifts part muft apprehend 
r faith; 8 dwellin us,who otherwife fhal fudden- 
goa) 


| Whoxing from him + 1 Pet.1.§.Eph,3.17. 

ee That Vocation is not all onewithSanaifi-| 3 
farion, may appear thus : i 

, &, Vocation isbefore Juftification, Rom.8.30- 
But Sanctification is not before Juftification, as 
wehave proved, & therefore thev are not the fame. 

| 2. Sanctification isthe end of Vacation; 1 J hef. 
175 Therefore it is not the fame with ir, | 
_ 3. Faich isthe principal thing in vocation: The 
ie part-of it being Gods eall, the fecond part 
eng our anfwer to that call, or incomming at 
Hageall 3 Jer. 3.22. Now faithis no part of San- 

; cation {trictly taken, becaufe it is the meanes | 
pnd inftrument of our Luftification and Sanétifica- 
ion, Acts 26.18, Our hearts are laid to be puri- 
ea by faith; Atis 15, 9. not our lives onely in 
dheacts of holinefleand purity , bur our hearts in 
he habiuallframeofthem, J live by the fatth of 

§ he Sonne of God, faith Paul, We palfe from death\ Gal,2. 
jo lefe by faith, Ioha 5.24, therefore it isno pitt of | 204 
paspiciiuall lite 5 You wall not come tome (whichis 

faith) that you may have life; Lob 5,40, Lohx6, 

950-51, therefore faith isthe inftrumentall means of 

ife,and therefore no part of our life : as faith comes 

py hearing, and therefore hearing isno parcof faith; 

Jo Juftification comes by faith, and therefore no 

are of Sanctification :>all our lite both of Ju- 
Itification and Sandtification is Jaid up in 


hi, 
‘ ° 
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"7 Chrilt our head } thislifeaceording to Godsgreat : 

{ plot fhall never be had but comming to Chrilt for}! 
it, Hab, 7.25, elfegrace and Chrift fhould not be}; 
fomuchdithonoured, Rom 4,16, It ts of Faith, | 
that t might be of Grace ; Sanctification therefore 
isthe grace applyed by faith, faith che graceapply~ 1 


ing ; by commiuingto Chriftfor it, wee have its and} 
therefore have it not, when firlt wecomes yo) >. 

Jam forry to be thus large in leffe practiclll mat 
ters; yet Ihave thought it not unulefill; but very | 
comfortable toa poer paffenger,not onelyto know } 
his journeys end, andthe way in generall toit, bue: 
alfo the feverall Stadia or Towns heeis orderly:t a 
pafie through; there ismuch wifedome of Godeo 


. ; a. 
“] 


i 


befeen not onely inhis worke, but inhis manner) 
and order of working ; for wantof which, 1 fee) 
many Chriftians in thefe days tall very foulely into | 


4 


erroneots apprehenfions in their judgements, ‘the | 
immediate ground of many erroursin practife; the 
objections made againft what hath been delive, 
are forthe principallot them anfwered; the miaiite’ 
end, (my beloved) of propoupding thefe things & "i 
that you would look ‘narrowly*to your union, Ohi 
take heed you miffe notthere = if you Clofe with | 
Chrift, believe in Chrift, and yet not cut off from 
your fin, vx, thatfpiric of refiftance of Chrift, you 
areusterly andeternally undone . thes asthe con= 
densnation of the world, notthat men love darknes: 
wholly, and hate light, bur that theylove darkuefs : 


morethen light; nor thatthe uncleam [pirét is not! 
gone out, but that he isnotfocaft out, as zever tore- i 
tern again; the woundef allmen, yea, thebelt of! 
men that profeffe Chrift, 8 yet indeed out of Chrift, 
lyesin this : they were never fevered from their fin) 
| by allcheir prayers, teares, feats, forrows;& hence’ 
| they never truly come to Chrift s and: hénee perita 

intheir fin, is Trouble 


ee ie 


ther a Chriftian isin.a tate of happinetie or mite. 
ryin thiscondition ? Lanfwer, hee is preparatively 
happy; he is now pafling from death to lite, though 
notas yet wholly pafled :. Nor yets whether chere 
ig any faving work before union? I anfwer, No ; 
for what.is {aid, is one neceflary ingredient to the 
working up of our dnion, as cutting off che branch 
fromthe old {tock, is neceflary to the ingratting it 
into the new ; indeed, wethont fasth it 1s inepofftble 


pleafe 3 4, ¢. itdoth not pacify Ged, (tor that is pro- 
per co Chrifts perfect righteoufnetfe received by 


Faith) yet agit isa workef his own Spiric uponus, 
it is pleafing to him ; (as the after-work of Sancti- | 
fication is)chough it neither doth pacify him; nor do 
Lfeehow this doCtrineis any way oppofite to the 
free offer of-grace, and Chrift, becanfe ic requires. 
‘no more feparation from fin, then chac which drives! 


them unto Chrift; nay, whichislefle, thatmakes 


to Chrift; thathe may come untothem and draw 


h chat you may receéve remisfion of fins; andin this 


beleeve notwithftanding all that which is faid ; and 


fhalinottrouble me, if hee be fure it fhallnot one 
daydeceivehimfelfee > . 

Of Iamentation for the hardneffe of mens hearts 
inthefe times: asicis {aid the Lord fefus mourned 
When hee faw the hardweffe of the peoples hearts, 
Markg 3,5» arethere not tome fosfar from ae 
H tk bi f: K t 


to pleafeGod; ner doe I fay that this worke doth 


hem: $ you canno#@tepent nor convert your felyes ;: 
| Le converted therefore, faith Peter, Alts 3.19. 


offer the Spirit works; and verily he thac cantruly, 
veceive Chrift without thatfenfe of mifery as fepa- 
vateshim ftom hisfin, (asexplained to you) lethim | 


the God of heaven {peak peaceto him; his Faith 


_. Trouble.me no moretherefore in asking Whe-) 


fem( by the power of the Spirit nor refift,but yield | 


Ofe.% 
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that they take pleafure in their fins, they-are {ugar 

under their tongues, as {weetas fleep, nay, as their |\ 
lives ?and you come to pullaway their limbs when } 
| yau come to pluck away their finnes ¢ though they |! 
have broke Sabbaths, neglected prayer,’ defpifed |! 
the Word, hated and mocked at the Saints, beene |’ 
ftubborn tocheir parents, curft and {wore, (which 

made Peter goe ont and weep bitterly) though luft- |' 
full 8 wanton, (which éroke Dayids boves )though | 
guilty of nrore finnesthen there be motes in the Sun |’ 
or Stars in heaven, though their fias be crim fon,and fF 
fill heaven with their cry, and all che earch with their P 
burthen, yetthey mourn not; never did it ene hour } 
together ; nay, they canner doe it, becaufe they will 

not; if youare weary andloaden, where are your [| 
unurterable groans ? if wounded and bruifed,where { 
are your dolorous complaints ? if ick, where is your { 
equity fora Phyfitian? if fad, where are your tears, |’ 
in the day, inthe night, morning and evening alone |’ 
by your felves, andin company with others? Ob|' 
how great isthe wrath of God, hardning fo many |’ 
thoufands at thisday ! whence comes it that Chrift |! 
isnot prized,but from this fenfelefnefle 2? name any4' 
‘| reafon, why the bleffed Gofpel ef peace,and all che }' 
{weet promifes of life are undervalued, but from} 
hence : and what doe you hereby poore creatures, }) 
but onely agera vate your fins, and make thofe thar] 
are little, exceeding great inthe cys of God? whence || 
itisthatyou treafure up wrvth againftthe day of 
wrath, Rom. 2,3, 3.4.'5. Thishardneffe is thac} 
which blunts the edge of Gods Ordinances,whence |! 
Gods poore Minifters fit forrowfull in their Clo- | 
fets , feeing all Gods {ced loft upon bare Rocks | 
Oh thisisthe coridition of many a man, and which ' 


# 


is oft fearfull, the meanes which {hould make the | 
heart fenfible, make it more proud and untentible, | 
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Tjre and Sydon, and Sodom; are more fitto mourn, 
then C horafiz and, Capernaum that have enjoyed 
umbling meaneslong, Nay, how many be there 
‘hat mourn ouctheir mournings, contefle out their 


eel and:by theirowne humiliations grow 


ore fenfelefle afterward? Didowe-ever live inia 
nOre‘impenitent fecure age 2 wee {hall feldome 
meetlwith with one broken with fin, but how few 
ate broken: from fin alfo'? And hence it is many a 
tall Cedar that. were-fet:down inthe ‘Table-Book 


turns drunkard, another.covetous, another proud, 


that-Chrift fhould ever wipe off thy rears chat fhed- 


| blafting thy eftate; fhatching away. thy children, the 


| wifeof thy bofome, the husband of thy delight; in} 

j, ftaibing thy name, vexing thee wich debts and crol| 
fes, fharpand fore, or lingring fickhefles; know} 
thatallthis comes upentheé fora hard heart - but] 
Ohi mourne for it now.you, Parents: 4; Children, | 

| fervants, the; Tokens of: death are,.upon yeu 3} 
defice: the. Lord 'to breake your: hearts for 


S 


| bove the word, and fuffer the Lord ta.takeaway | 
that which grieves him moft, even shy Htony. twat hoe yl 
Reel ash 2 bapa pei ecaule| 


a | 


for converted men, once much humbled, and now | 
comfotted’ ftay -but.a few: yeares joyau fhaif {ee} 
more dangerous finnes of @ fecond: growth; one} 


another. a Sectary another avery dry leatavery for-| 
malifts another fullof humorous opinidnsy another | 
Jaden with{candalons lufts : woto you that dament| 
‘nor nowsrfor- you fhall:motrn. Doft thou'think 


deftaone acall 2. D6ft thou thinke ro reap in joys| 
‘chat: foweft-nor wish! \thefe fhowers2 verily God | 
. will make: his Word good, Prev. 29.51%. y ethat\ 
| hardens bes owne heart s:{bal: per fuddenly 5\ 

heap this you; fecure forrowleffe finners, if ever] 
Gods hand be.ftretchyotr fuddenly againft thee, in | 


ae 
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, becaufe ingrieves the lea{t»': meditate muc¢hef.th i 
wofull condition, chew: the birter pill 5 remember, | 
death and rotting in the gtaye, that manyare Dow 
| in hell for thy fins, thac Chrift muft dye,or thon dye |) 
for the leaftdin ; rememaber-hew. patient and Jong { 
fuftering the:Lord hath bintorhee:, and howdong j, 
he hath groaned under thy burthen, chat ic may be,| 
thoughhe would, yethe camnoe bear the loadlong ; |) 
let thefe things be mufed on;thatthy hearcmlay bear |} 
laftforrowfull before. betdo late. Borohthe fad 
| eftate of many with us,thavean mournforanyevil, || 

| except it be for the greateft,finne and death, and | 


| wraththatlyeuponrhemy 29g oo ea TE 
. Ofexhortation: s Labour forthis fenfe of :mife- || 
ry, for thisdpisit of compunction : how canvyou] 
beleeve iv Chridt that feel not your mifery. without | 
him ? a:cbroken Chrift cannot doethee goad with- | 
outa broken heares bee! afflided and mourn yee | 
| finners, tutmyour laughter mourning; tremble | 
| cothinkéfthac wrath, which! burns downe:to: the | 
| bottom.of shéll, -andtinderwhichthe eternal Sonne | 
lof God {weat drops of blowd! tigreat fiumesphichs: 
thou knoweftthouartguiltyof, scaufe gtcat°guilt, | . 
and greavhandneflle of heart, and thereforeare fel: | \ 
dome forgiven or fubduedwithour grcaraffliction | 
of {pirit; ‘they hayoloaded the Lord longthey muntt | ; 
oad thedobsitle nnesaté wfnaliy (lie ticeds dndexe 
| renuated 3:dndthereforethe Lerd accountsithem | 
great, andochévefore thy: foule-mulb be in Bicter- | | 
| nefle forthemysbetore che! Tiord: will paffetheny by: uf 
it’ $5 not-every troublethar wail fer vethe cuts look | 
| that it‘ bei fuchasdeparates diipfoul from fan, orelfe | 
it will feparatebecweenthy fobleand God, know |) 
it is notiny aur power tébreak your! own hearts 
‘no more then tomakethe #ocks’co bleedy: yet re 
member chat bidstheeeajh ap and prepare’ the | 
SWinoad PN is wail 
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vay of the Lord,he hathpromifed that every 2oun- 
aim |ball be brought low, and the crooked wayes| 
ade platze, andthe reugh {mooth,and the vakeys 
‘Hed, He onely can doextfor thee, and will doe ic 
or fome, it:may. be for thee; hee that broke the 
jearcol Adanaffehand Paal after their blood and | 
lafphemies, when they never defired any {ich} 
nifig; he can breake thine much more when thou] 
xt defiring him todoe it forthee; here are many | 
if youthat fear you were never humbled nor bur-| 
nened enough; J fay fearic {till, fearleft there be a 
tone inthe bottom, not fo astodifcourage & drive 
ny heart from Chrift , but foas to fee] a greater 
eed of his grace to foften thy heart, and cotakethy 
nflefnefte away : the Lord doch purpofely com- 
nand theeto plough upthy fallow gronnd,thacthou 
aighteft feel chy 1mporeney fo to doe; ‘and.come te 
imto takeitaway ‘s every ching willsharden thee |, 
aoreatid more, untillthe: Lord come and:take thy | 
ony-heartaway by’his own hand ¢.all Gods kind- 

eadiineke thee more bold tofinand:all Geds 
idgements tore fierce and obftinare in'finne, un- | 
fle the Lord put tohishand ; if Pharaohs heart 
efoftnedfora time,.ic willgrow hardagain, if the 
pordtake itnotaway > The meanes therefore for 
gee to.get this compuhction, is, 1, To feel the evil 
fichy hard heart; no farer token of Reprobarion 


) 


—- = 


nerhardnes,if continued in; efpecially for thy heart } hale 
» grow hard under or after foftning means ; as it &§ 
yasin Pharaoh, 27'Tolookuprotke Lord in all Hi 


rdinances, that he wouldtakeitaway.? 

| Havye' not you great caule of abundant thankful- 
effe, into whofe heartsthe Lord hath lec in feares 
Ind forrows, concerning your estates? thé blinde 
otldookstporall troubles of con{cience’as temp- | 
tions ofthe deyill tode{paire, and the yery way to}, 
ae feared ron’: 
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runmads\and confider whaethe Lord hathdone for} 
youthat have fuch - what if the Lord had left you | 
wit howt all feeling, as thofein Ephe, 4.1.95 what.it} 
ce Lord hadfmitten you with a fperet of [lumzber,|| 
asthofe, Rom. 11.8. would not your eftace haye} 
been then lamentable ? and haye yeu ne héartsta} 
acknowledge segura 2 goodnefie in anveas} 
‘kening of you, in fhaking thy very foundations a4)’ 
do{t theu think tharany ever had fucha hard heare}) 
asthou hatt ?.doft not fay fo.in fecret before the}! 


Lordfometimes ? Oh then. what rich grace isothis]’ 
to give thee any fenfe and feeling ofthy finand dans} 
eer by its thongh it be nevet f0' little in.thineeyes:!} 
fome think thefeterrors are 2 judgement; itistrue;) 
ifthey weremmeerly imaginary, or worldly anddei-) | 
perate 3 ‘but faith the Apoftle;.2 Cor. 7.73 thank] 

Godl madeyon forry. Suppole thy fosow:fhould? 
be only. insegarcofthe punishment of. fim,cy eothis| 
‘is tbe Lords geodnefleto makethy heartfofarsens 


| Giles shat once didfigoedikeaibea ft-co.the:flaugbs)) 
tery fearing nedanger atau the:very-meanes toy 
| prize fay@ud from God, is to feel wrath, (aswell'ag] 

lin) andbeyety reafon Whythe Lord hathier diee. 


2 | 
cel thy puaifimeng heavy, is,.chat-chy foulrhighe| 
feel che evillof fan,-by confidering chat if the fruissbe| 


ro 


(o,bittery-wha't is chen'the ¢aufe?: bee not therefore} 
weary ol¢byiburthens{o.as t think the Lord pawrst 
out his‘vesgeance on dice while: thy - rel a 

maines ;;Obneonfider that:this is che hand,of the! 
Lord J efits .and thar he is w abeue, to, fave thee, 
when he comesto work ay compuncttionim thee # 
elpecially fuch, as whereby-hee: doth not onely cut! 
thy hearr, with feares and!{orrowes, but cut thee off 
fromthyfin; fofarenelyas hunables thee & drives, 
‘thee to the-Lorad Chriftro cake chem away. And f 
I¢ometo.the third particularof Humiliation.o 
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The third Att of ( brifts power , which zs 
: \ Humiliation | 

“He Lord Jefirs haying thus broken the heart by 
coinpunction, is notlikea foolifh builder that 
ives off his work before he hath fully finifhed it, 
d therefore having thus wounded a poor finner he 
esontohumble himalfo; far though ina large 
fe. a wounded contrite fanner is an humble fin- 
ry yet {tri@tly takenchere isa great difference be- 
reene them ; and thereforehe 1s {aid to dwell with 
econirite and humble, t.e. not only with thofe 
at be wounded with finne, but humbled tor finne ; 
hough it is certaine the foule is feldome or neyet 
recatually wounded, but it 13 alfo humbled at the 
metime, Aman may be wounded fore even un- 
death, and yer the pride of the man is fuch thar. 
e willnot falidown before hima that {mites him + 
it is with many a poore finner, the Lord hath 
rely wounded him that he will refift no more, yet 
» will rather Hie to his daties to heale him , or dye 
one and finke under his difcouragements » then | 
pop, O beloved, man muft down, before the 
ord Chrift willtake him up : andtherefore in E- | 
1/40.5.6.7. the glory of the Lord is promifled to 
» revealed ~ but what meanes mult be ufed for 
isend? Cry faith the Lord : what {hall 1 cry? 
ith he, the Lord anfwers, that all fle(h 2 grafeand 
atthe glory of a fades,and chacihe people are this 
-affe, ise. not only that mens fins ate vile, but that 
emielyes alfoare grafle; nay, theirglory and ex- 
llency is withering and fading ; and therefore 
st onely mountaines mutt be pui’d down, but all} 
ie(h,and the glory of it wither,before the Lord fhall 
e revealed,» eee : 
} J fhall briefly open thele foure things ° 


de 1, Wha | 


a 
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- ¢. ¥. Whatisthis humiliation, || 
“NS 2, Whatneed'thereis of ic. os Sf 

3. Whatmeanesthe Lord ufethto work 
Hy ; | th, : 

4, \ Ve ae of it is here requi- | 

cok APO RR EEA TEC S Grau ; ahs 0 
Whatis this humiliation? ee || 
Look as pride ischarfin,whereby a man conceit-/! 

ed of Lome good in himfelf}and fecking fomeexcel+| 

lency to himfelte, exalts himfelfe above God; {a} 
Humiliation (in this place) is that work of the Spix, 
rit, whereby the foul being broken off fromelte-| 
| conceit, and feltconfidence in any good it bath or, 

doth, fubmitreth unto, or lyeth under God, to be) 
difpoled of as he pleafech, # Per. 5.6» Levat, 26, 
41. That look ascompunétion curs the finner os 
trom that evillthatisinhim, fo humiliation cuts! | 
of from al high conceits, and fel.e-confidence, of 
that good which isin hima, or which he leeks might 
be in him,and fo the foulisabafed before God, 

What need ornecefhity isthere ofthis? Becaufe 
t-. When the Lord hath wounded the hearts of 
bis elect, this isthe im mediate work of their hearts," 

Of the Lord prevent them nor by hisgrace, as many’ 

cimes he doth) they look to what good they Haye, of’ 
if chey finde littleornone, they then {eek foriome’ 
inthemfelves , that thereby they may heale their’ 

j wound, beeaufe they think thus, thatas their finnes' 

baye provoked God toanger againft them, {0 it 


« 


now they canteform and leave thofe fins, or ifnat, 
repent and be forry tor them; if now they pray, and’ 
hear, and doe as:othersdoe, they have fome hopé 
that this will heal their wound, and paciffe the Lord 
towards them 5 whenthey(ee there is no peace in 
a finfullcourle, they will therefore try if there be ae 
ny to be found ina good courfe 3 And lookase4: 

ee ee dam 
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dam when hee faw his own fhame and nakednefle, 
hid himlelfe from God inthe bufhes, and covered 
hisnakedneffe with fig-leayes; fothe foule net be» 
ing able ro endure to fee its owne nakednefle and 
vileneffe, nocknowing Chrift Jefus, and he being 
farto feek, doth theretore labour to. cover his wic- 
kedneffe and finfulnefle which now hee feelcs, by 
fome of thelefig-leaycs. And hence, Adicah 6.7. 
they enquire wherewith they (hould come before the 
Lord, thould they bring r2vers of o7f, or thoxfanas 
of lambs, ox the firft boruof their body to remove 
the (iaof their fowle 2 Pani didaccounttheie du- 
tes gaéve, and {et them at a high rate, becaule hee 
thought that God did fo himfelfe > When the Lord 
hath wounded the foule, the frft voyce it {peaks, 1s, 
What fhall I doe? Doe? faith Contcience, leave 
thy fins, do as well as others, doe withall thy might, 
and {trength; pray, heare,and conter, God accepts 
of good defires, and requires no more of any man 
I but codoe what he can, Hence the foule plyes boch 
oares, though againft wind andtide,and firives,and 
wraftles with his fins, and hopes one day to be bet- 


fand feeking tobe better, isvery {weettohim,; and 
being fo fweet, refts in whathe hath, and feekes for 
§ whac he wants,and fo hopes all will be wellone day, 

and fo ftayes here; although ( God knowes ) it be 
without Chnift,nor cannot refton him, though hee 
hath heard of him athoufand times, And hence itis 
Rif they cannotdoe any thing to eafe chemfelves,then 
their hearts fink,or it may-be quarrell with God,that 
he makesthem nor better. But beloved, it is won- 
detfull to fee how many times men reftin a litde 


they have, and doe, - 
2. But whilesit is thus withthe foul, he isuncap- 
shee: Coe nant spiadals 


J 


cer, and here he refs. And obferveit, lookeas fin | 
lis his greateft evill,fothe cafting away of hisfinncs,, 


Phil.3.7 


94 


able of Chrift; for he thattrufts to other things to} 
| fave hinr, or makes himlelfe his owne Saviour, Or) 


‘this felf-confadence in duties, bur alfo fo farre forth | 
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refisin hisduues withouea Sayiour, heecannever}) 
have Chriftto favehim, Rom, 9,3 2 itisfaid, the] 
Jewesloit Chrilts righecoutnets,becauje the fought) 
it not by faith, buttought falyation by their owne | |, 
rightcoutnefle, Herkat maketh fieh hrs arm, (as. 
all dutics and endeavours ofman be, whenuutted | |, 
to)the Lordilaith, ( surfed be that man, Jer. 17-5+|, 
6. Onely the Lord dothnet leave his Elect nere 3 | 
he that is marrycd unco the Law,Rom,7. cannot be} 
matcht unto Chrift, dll hee be firft divoreed, not} 
from the dutics them{elyes, but from teufting co} 
them,& refting inthem, And therefore faith Pawl,| 

I through the Law amdeadteit,that 1 mizht live|\ 
gnto Ged, Hee that trufteth to riches cannot enter | ; 
inte the Kingdome of heayen, no morethena Ca-}) 
mell through a needlc’s eye, becaufe it is too big for | 
fonarrow aroome : fohe thartrufteth tohis duties | ; 
and abilities, is too big toenter in by Chrift; the}, 
Lord muft cutoff this { pirit, and lay it low,& make | | 
it {toop as vile before God, before it can haye Chrift} 
inthis eftates che Lord muft not only curit off from | 


as that the foul may lye under God,to be difpofed of | 
ashe pleafeth, Andthe reafonis, becaufe fuch afoul | 
is unwilling to ftoop,is unhumbled ; and hethat is| 
fo,doth not only on his part refift God, but the Lord | 
altorefifts him, /a,4,7.8. And hence you fhall 
obfetve, many a one hath laine long under diftrefle 
of confcience, becaufe they have either refted in 
their duties, which could nor quiet, or becaufe they. 
have notfo calt off their confidencein them, fo as: 
tolye down quietly before Ged, that heemay doe 
what he will with them ; being fo long objeéts o 
‘Gods refiftance, not of his grace. By what means 
doththe Lord work this? A 


ag 
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in ee 
_ Ingenerall, by the Spirit,inamediately acting up-, afi. 
on the foul; bucafter a Chriftian is in Chrift,he hach 
by the habit of humility, & the vertue of faith,fome 

ower to humble himfeife; but now the Spirit of 

brift doth ic. inamediately by its own omnipotent 
nand ; elfe the proud heart would never down : For 
e are fittt created tz Chrif? (which is by Gods 

ymnipotent immediateact) znto good works, be- 

ore wee doe from our felvyes, or by the power of 

aith, put forth good works, Eph,2.10. Thefe acts 
ot felfe-confidence may notbe ftirring in all Chri- 
es ; burin all men there ts this frame of {pirit, 

ever to come to Chrift,ifthey can make any thing 
elfe ferveto heale them or favethem ; and therefore | 

he Spirit cuts off this {infull frame im partin all the 
Bleed jhe hewsthe roughnefs and pride of {pirit off, 
thatit may lye ftill upon the foundation itis now 
ptepared for, Now though the Spirie works this, 
et ’cistior without the Word, the Wordit works 
rhiefly by, isthe Law, Gal, 3,19. 1 through the 
Law am deadto it, (i.e. from feeking any life or 
nelp from ic) that J might live unto God. | 
New the Law doth this by a foure fold act, 
1. By difcovering che {ecret corruption ofthe foul 
1 every duty, whichitneyer faw before; It once 
hought, I (hall perifh for my finne, if 1 continue | 
Sherein; without confeffion of them, or forrow for 
hem; but italfodid chink that this confeffion, for- 
Fow, and troubk for finne will ferye to faveit, and 
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| Imutt peri for che leaft finne, and.now | {ee that}; 
inall Ldoe,1 can doe nothing elfe bur Gane, What) 
made Pawl alive without the Law? You thal findy 
Rom. 7.7. it was becaule he did not know that /4fF}) 
or the fecret concupifcences and firft rifings of the}; 
foul to finne, were finve v he faw not thefe fecrete-|) 
vills in all that which he did : and hence hee refted: 
in-his dutics, as one alive withouc Chrift; but the 
Lord by difcovering this, let him fee what little 
caufe hee had to liftup his hand, for any good hee 
did ?.So it ishere, when the foule feesthat all its’ 
righteoufnefle is a menftrueus cloth, polluted with 
iin; now thofe duties which like reeds istrufted to; 
before, rin into the hand, nay, heart of a poore fins 
ner ; and therefore now. it feeles little caufe-of reft}) 
‘ing on them any longer: now’ it fees the nfinitei 
holineiie of God by the exceeding fpiranhieHeeg, 
the law,, it begins tacryout,’ How can iT fland or: 
appear before him with fuch continual pollutions ?: 
26 By irritating or ftirring up of onginall cers) 
ruption,in making more of thatto appearethene-: 

| ver before; that it the foulethinks, all I doe is des 
| filed withfin, yet my heart isgdod, and fo it refts: 
there; the Lord therefore {tirresthaedunghill, and) 
detsit fee a:more hellifh nature then evet before, in 
that the holy and bleffed:command of God (to sts 
feeling) makes icwor(e, more rebellious, more ah 
verle trom God : When the commandement came: 
fuxercvived, faith Panl, and thatwhichwas for' 
lifewas deat h\to hi ma, jiu taking o¢calion by thei 
| fur: and hence Paul came tobe flain and djeto 
all his felfcomfidence. Ic wasoneof Luthers firtt 

| pofations in oppofing the Popes indulgences, that: 
| Lex ey voluntas funt dso averfarii fine Gracia: 
| ¢rreconctliabiles : for the Law and mang will meee! 
ting together,the one holly, the oe 
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fierce oppofition when the foule is under, a lively 
work ef the Law; and by this irritation of the Law, 
the Lord haththisend in his Elect, to make then 
feel -what wretched heartsthey have, becaule that 
whichis in itfelfea meanes of good, makes thei 
(through mans corruption) more vile to their feel- 
ino then ever before; and hence comes thole fad 
complaintsona foule under the humbling handof 
Chrift, Iam now worle then ever 1 was, J grow 
eyery day worfeandworte, Ihave loft whatonce} 
Thad, I could oncepray, and feck God withde- 
light, and neyer well but when one duty was: done, 
tobe inanother ; butnow;L-am wotle, allthatjoy 
and fweernefic in fecking of him, and in holy walk- 
ing is gone: T could once mourn tor fin, but nowa 
hard heart takes hold of me, that I haye not fo 
muchas a heart to any thing that: is good y ner to 
fhedia tear for the ereateftevill. Its wue, 1con- 
fefle you*may grow (to: your feeling) worle and 
worfe, and itis fit you fhouldfeelit; that the Lord |. 
hereby might pull down:your proud heart, and 
| make you lyedow 3’ itis tieLords glorious wildem 
to wither all your Howers , which refrefhed- yeu 
Iwithout Chrift, hat you might fecl anced ot hina; 
nd therefore'l fay'the Lord pulls away all thole 
broken platiksthe foul once fieated arid refted,up- 
eerie foul may finkin asholy defpaire of any 
Shelpfromany good ichach sithe Lord {fhakesdown 
nll buildiisgiowa fandy foundation :and-chen the 
(oulcryes out, Itis ill-refifting hetey 0 2c) bos, 
—-3y By loading, ryring; andwearying thefotile, by, 
its lowne endeavours, untill ic can {tir so more 3: or 
his isin every man by natures when he fees thar.all 
edotivisfinfull,and all he hath, his heart andnature 
to be moft finfull ;. yeche will not yet come out of 
Bhimfelt, becaufe he oe though he be for hep 
ry pantys 27% MEN Cw it, : re 
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feritthus vile, yerhee hopes for future time his heat}! 


| gaine cure to all bis troubles by his duties 3 now 


-ftyred out, and {its down weaty, not only of its’ fin 


| ferable, and naked ; andthe truth is, beloved, her¢ 
|} comes inthe greateft dejeCtions of {pirit ; for wher! 
| the Lord {mites che foule tor finne, it hopesthar by’ 
leaving of fin and doing better it may doe well; but! 
| when itfees that theres no hope here of healing the’ 
| breach between God and it elf, now itfalls low! 
pindeed * and I take this to bethe true meaning of 
| Dat. 11,28, Yee that labour, é.e, You that are 


Sword wonsctze fignifies) anidare tyred-out therein,' 
__jand fo are now dadeindeed with fin and the heayy’ 
-_fpreflure of that, finding no cafe by all that which 

| Foudoe: come to me, faith Chrift, azdyou {hal chen 


~ | blith their own righteoufnes,fecking I fay, ifby a ay 
| meansthey mighteftablith ir, loft Chriftsthe re | 
| therefore will make his Elect: know chey fhall feek 
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may grow better, and himfelf do. better'then now |! 
and hence it isthat he {trives, and feeks,and endea 
voursto hisucmort to fecup himfelfagaine, and te! 


the Law whofe office is to command but not te 
give ftrength ; and the: Spirit that fhould give: 
ftrength withdrawing itfelfe, becaufe it knowesth¢! 
foule would reft: therein without Chrift; hence ij) 
comes to pafle thatthe foulteeling itfelfe to labou 
only inthe fire, and {moak, andteo be ftill as mifer 
able and finfull asever before, hereupon it is quite! 


burof its work, and now eryesour, Lfee now what! 
a vile andundone wretchI.am, J can doe nothing 
fot. Ged or for my felfe, onely I can fin and deftrey!' 
my felf; all chat] am is vile, and all that I dois vile! 
I now fee that Tami indeed poor, and blind: & mj! 


‘wearyed in your own way, in: fecking reft to your! 
foules by your owne hard Jabour or werks (asthe! 


fridreft wnto your fouls: the Jews feeking toefta: 


enna brn 


hete for eafe in yaine; and therefore tyresthem out, 
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Po Biases Sos er diaen tle a india IS aS 
out. 4, By clearing up the equity and juftice of God 
ithe Law, if the Lord fhould never pity nor part- 
don it, nor fhew any refpect or favour to it; for this 
is the frame ofevery mans heart, if he cannot fiude 
re(tin his duties and endeavours,as he once expect- 
edhe fhould, but feesfin and weaknefle, death and 
condemnation wrapping him about (like /eahs 
weeds) inall he doth, then his heart finks,and quar- 
rells,and falls off farther from Chrift by dilcourage- 
ment, & grows fecretly impatient that there fhould 
be no mercy left forhim, becaufe ic chinks.now the’ 
 Lords.cteral purpofeis co exclude him foraf there 
| were any thoughts of peace coward him, he fhould 
have found peace before now, having {o earneltly & 
| frequently fougnt che Lord , and having done {fo 
‘much, and forlaken his finfull wayes, according to 
| his ownecommandement from him; and hence it 
is, you fhall finde ita certaine truth,that che foule is 
| turned back as farre from God by finking difcoura- 
| ing forrowsfor fin, asever it wastoa fate of {ecu- 
rity by the pleafures of fin; and hence fometimes 
itshinks it is vaine to fecke any more, and hence 
leavesoffduties; and if confcience force ittothem, 
| yet itfinks againe, becaufe its foot is not ftablifhe 
upon the rock Chrift,but upon theyveaknefle of the 
| waters of itsowne abilities and endeavours 5 what 
| therefore fhould the {oule doe in this. cafe,to come 
\to.God ? it knowesnor, itcannot; flye from bia 
\irdarenot, itfhallnot;, the Spirit therefore by re- 
vealing how equalland juftic is for the Lord ne- 
| ver to regard or looke atter it more, -becaufe ity 
bath finned and is. {till fo finiull, makesit hereby 
|to fall down proftraté in. the duft before the Lord, 
Bas worthy of nothing but fhame and confufion, 
and fo kiffeth the rod, and wrnes the other cheek 
unto the Lord even imiing of him, acknow- 
etc nA RE A CR ait Iedging, 
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ledging if the Lord fhew mercy, it will be wonder=|: 
full, if not, yet the Lordis righteous, and therefore }) 
hath no caufe to quarrell againft him for denying} 
| {peciall mercy to him, to whom he dothnot owe ally 
bit of bread. And now the foul is indeed humbled, }: 
becaufe it fubmits to be difpefed of, as God pleat: || | 
eth; thus the Church in het humiliation, Lam, 3. ||: 
{22, haying in the former part of the Chapter |} 
drank the wormwood and the gall, at latt lies down|| 
and profeffeth, 2t 2s the Lords mercy, it ts not con- |\\ 
fumed; and verl,29, be puts his mouth tothe daft |) 
af there may be any hope tand verl. 39, Why {hould|\ 
a living man comsplazne forthe pusnilhment of bis\ 
fave? Youthirk the Lord dothyou wrong, and} 
neglects your good and his owne glory too, if hee| 
deth not give you peace and pardon, grace & mer-| 
cy; even to the utmoft of yourasking, & then think | 
you have hence good caufe to fret, and fink, and be 
difcouraged; No,no,the Lord will pull dewn thole | 
inountaines, thofe high thoughts, and make you lye} 
low at his feet , and acknowledge that it is infinite}; 
mercy you are alive, and notconfumed; and that }) 
\thete1s any hope or poffibilicy of mercy, and thar} 
_ | youare out of the nethermoft pit and that if hee} 
_ | {hould never pity you, yet he doth you no wrong, | 
| buc that whichis equal & jutt, and thacit is fit your |} 
| finfull froward wills fhould ftoop to hisholy,righte- | 
| ous, and'good will, rather then that it fhould ftoop || 
jand be crooked according unto yours. - Beleeve it] | 
|brethten, he that judgeth wor himfelfe thus, hall): 
| be judged of the Lord; how can youhaye mercy | 
» {that will'fet your felves up in Gods Soyeraigne} ! 

|| Throne to difpofe of it, and will not lye down humm-| | 
bly under it, that ir may‘difpofe of you 2 fot are} 
‘| you worthy of it ? hath the: Lord any need of you’e} 
have ycu not provoked him exceedingly? was there 
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er any that dealt worle with him then you ? Oh 
clovéd lye low here ; and learn of the Church, 147- 
2h.7.9. Lwilbear the indignation of the Lord, 
ecanfe I have finned againft him. \ewasa mott 
Iced frame of {piric inv 4arov,wher he faw Gods 
and againft him in cutting off his children, and 
aron held hes peace’; fo if the Lord fhould caft 
nee off; cut thee oitj never take pleafurein fuch a 
olluted broken veffell unftc for any ufe for him, 
old thou thy peace s-quartell not; be hlent before 
tim, and fay asthey did, 2Chrow,124§, Phe Lord 


s righteous, but I amviles let hina doe with nse | 
phat feems Good in his owne eyes* vand thus the} 


-ord Jefiis by the Law doth dead thé foul to the 
Law, untill ic bemadetotubmit like wax, or Ike 
Jay tothe hand of the’ Potter, to frame it 4 veffel to 


whacute he pleafethsandastlie Apoltle mort excel: | 


chitly, Rom. 7. dédorcérh't trom its fin? husband, 


t 


how atthisinftane, "cts vas 
choughunworthy )of arly grace, fa7.4'65 
| Thelaft queftion remaines, What‘ meaure of 
umiliationis here neceffary-? 9 8 

Look’ as fo much convictions neceffary which 
pegetgcompunction,andfomuch com pundtion as 
breeds hurnilacion ; fo; fe much humilation is ne- 


Ss 


or coming to Chrift, which we fzall next {peak un- 
to, +! OE Gia UO 


‘ve. Sin and the Law) thatit may be waryed unto) 
Fe (us Chrift 10 aword,when the Lord Chrifthath) 
nadethefeal feel noc‘onely its inability'to*help it} 
elf, atid fo faith Pad; Gal, 2,20. 162 vot [but ak 4 

ois own-unwotthinelte, chat the. Lord (hoald hetp| 
Ir, and{o ‘eryes\ourwitlt £06, Behold ¥ am vile ;\ 
capaxs avefleltca pable|. 
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i-effary asinttoduceth faith, or as drives the foul out)) 
of icfelftanro.Chrift : fords the/next’ end of con), 
ce iscompunction,’6¢ that of compunction is} 

miliation; forthe extend of humiliation ig faith, | 


Te oT a, | 


«| refiftahhce and eppofitianagain{t Chrift, Uhe Lord) 


‘et | Chrift muft therefore in orderof nature (for Lnow : 
_ |fpeak not of order of time). firlt removereprohi=' 


‘this refiftance, likea knife without edgesy-j...> 


{And henceit is that the Lord callsunto the wear}, 

andheavy ladento come untohim, Adat, 11. 27) 
So muchas makesyou come for reft in Chritt, fi 
much ts neceffary,and no more, If any can com! 
without being thus laden and weary in fome mea} 
fure, lecthem come and drinke of che water of life! 

freely ; ‘but; a proud heart chat will make itfelfe. ie| 
| owne Saviour,will not come to the Lord Jefus co bei 
hisSaviour hee chat will be his own Phyfitian, fe 
long cannot fend eut for another, Nay, Jec:mee fall: 
one degree lower, ifthe foul cannot eome to Chrift.i 
(as who feel not themfelyes unable when the Lord: 
comestodraw ?) and find notthe Lord Jeltis com-i 
ing untothem,to draw them and conapell them in: 
yet ifthe {oul be'fo far humbled, as not co-refilt.che} 
Lord, by quarrelling withhim, andat hina, as un- 
worthy of the leaft {mile,as worthy of all trowns;! 
verily che Lord willcome ‘toit, and no more is-re-| 
quifite thenthis,&, thus much certainly is, For thus! 


{ 


the whole Seripture runs, He. gsves grace,to.the' 


| bumble, James 4,6, L dwellwiththe coxtrite.and ' 


Aumble, Ma, 57.1 6. the poor afflstted{hal not abways\ 
be forgotten,Plaig,t 2.1.8, When theit uncercumcia | 
ed hearts are humbled lo aste accept of the puns h-' 
iment of their iniquity che Lord then remembers, his: 
Cavenantlevit- 26.41-42. Conceiveit thus: Lhere! 
can be nounion toChrift, while there isa power of! 


bens, remove this refiftance;betore he can, that he) 
may, unite, Idonotmeanrefiftance of the frame! 


of grace, but, (as was (aid).of the Lord off grace, 
whereby, he comesto work it, }6 9 oehe fr 


Now there is a double.refiftance or two parts of| 
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1, Arefiftance of the Lord, by a fecret unwil- 
ngneffe that the Lord fhould work grace : Now 
us the Lord removes in compunétion, and no 
nore brokenneffe for finne or from fin is ncceflary 
ere then thar, 2. A refiftance of the Lord by 
bee difcouragements, and afecret quarreling 
‘ith him, in cafe the foule imagines hee will not] 
ome to work grace, or manifeft grace. Now this 
ic Lord takes away in humiliation; and no more 
neceflary here, then the removallof the pawer of 
nis which makesthe foule inthe fenfe of itsown in- 
nite yilenefle and unworthineffle not to quarrel at 
i¢ Lord, and devil-like grow fierce and impatient 
re and againft the Lord, in ¢afehe fhould ne- 
er helpit, never pity it, never fuccourit; the Lord 
illnot forfake for ever, if thefoul thus dyes davr, 


ad puts its mouth inthe duft, Lam, 3.30.31. 
Which confideration is of unfpeakable ufe & con- 


plation, to every poor empty nothing, that feels it}, 
ifeunableto beleeve, and the Lord forfaking it, 
am helping it to beleeve. And I have feen it con- 
antly, that many a chofen yeffell never hath beene 
omforted till now,and ever comforted when now; 
sey never knew what hurt themtill they faw this, 
¢ they have immediatly fele their hurt healed,when 
hishath beene removed, In comforting Chriltians 
nderdeepe diftreffe, tell them of Gods grace and 

ercy, and the riches of both, you doe butrorment 
#vem the more, that their fhould be fo much,& they 
gave no part, nor fhare init, and think they never 
#ali,becaufe this is not the immediate way of cure; 
ll therm rather when they are full of thefe com- 
#iaints, chat they are as they {peak, vile, and finful, 
qd therefore worthy never to be accepted of God, 
§od chat theyhave no caufe to wonder that they have 
Peir lives, and are on this fide hell, andfo He | 
: y H / y ‘ a a 


allthacthey fay to humiliation and felf-loathing 


|be without the humiliation and abafement of ¢ 


“ewer oe ———e 


ee Sy 


aes 


} 
{ 

I 
( 
ti 


| pleafe thee and give thee thy asking? no, thou fhal. 


- |thou fhale re down onthe duft of my threfhold be! 


verily you {hail chen fee, if the Lord intends goog 
he will by this doe them good , andthe weakell| 
Chriftian that cannot come to Chrift, you fhall{e!’ 
firft or laft fhallfee caufe to lye down, and be filen}’ 
and not quarrell, though the. Lord f{hould never’ 
cometohim, Andthat this is neceflary, may ap, 
pearthis:; Otherwife.. ... atl iy 

1, The Lord fhould not adyance the riches of hi!’ 
grace; the advancement of grace cannot poflibtt 


creature; the Lord not only faves,but cals things cla’ 
ave rot that no flelh might glory,t Cor. 28.29, | 

2, Orherwife che Lord fhould not be Lerd ant’ 
difpofer of his own grace, buta finfull creature whe’ 
guarrells againft God, if ic be net difpofed of, no 
asthe Lord will, bucasthe creature will Ifa ftran-’ 
ger comes to our-houfe, and will haye whac he 
wants,and if he hathnot, he quarrells and contend 
with the mafter of che houfe,what would he fay? A 
way proud beggar, doft think to be lerd of what, 
have 2 doft draw thy knifeco {tab me, if I doe no’ 


know that I willdoe with my owne as I fee good, 


fore I give thee any thing, So *cis withthe Lord 
It. ts not tn bimthat willeth, nor tn himthat rth 
eth, but in Godt hat [heweth mercy. Xx is his prite. 
cipallname, / wall be mercifull to whom I willbe 
mere falls and therefore if you will not beleeve me, 
yetbelecve che Lords oath,E[ay 45.23. Unto met 
hallevery kuce bow ,anddoe youcometolord ita. 
ver him, an quarrel, and fret, and fink and grow. 

folicn, and yex, ifthe Lord ftoop netunto your de. 
fires ?. No, no,you mutt and fhalllic upon his thre 
hoid, nay he willmeke thee Jay tay neck u pen the 
aig : ock. 


in Chrift, ariting fromthe fenfe of Gods fayour 
on Chrift,chen which nothing makes a Chriftian of 
n evangelical {pirit more afhamed of himfelt: yet 
_ dare not exclude this which isantecedent, arifing 
tom the fpirit of power immediately fubd uing the 
oul to Chrift, chat it may bee exalted by Chrift, x 
Pet. §. 6. Icis true, allthings chat pertaine ro life 
nd godlinefle are received by faith, 2 Pet. x. 3. yet 
aithic lelfeis a faving worke,which isnot received 
by another precedent faith, Faith therefore is to be 
‘xcepted, not onely as begotten inus, butas it is in 
ne begetting of it in the conviétion and humiliati- 
t every finner, Hence fee what is the great hin- 
[dates betweeu the mercy of God, and the foul of 
many a man; if itbe not fome finand hardneffe of 
jcartunder it, whereby hecares not for Chrift. to 


torn {ome good he hath, whereby bee feels noneed 

Pf Chrift, hoping his own duties fhall {ave him , Or 
‘Ife is above Chrift,and not under him, willing to be 

ifpofed of by him, And hence the Lord makes this 

he high way of mercy, 

ik al] -confeffe their fin 


pofle through fire, and the earthand droffe feyered 


ld 


rom it, then it muft be made holy & empty which 
| a it vas capax , a veflell capable of receiving 


at which fhall be poured out into it; if ( O Bre- 
pten) the Lord hath fome veflells of glory which 


Ufe.t. 


leliver him, then ‘cis fome pride of fpicit arifing | 
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ne prepares before-hand,and makes capable of g 
ry, Rom,9.21.22, if the Lord doth not fever y< u 
frorn finne in compunction, and empty you of your 
felvesin humiliation, you cannot receive Chrift,n ; 
mercy, you catinot held them; and if ever you 
miffe of Chrift by faith, your wound lyes here, 
How many be there ac this day,that were once pro- 
fane and wicked, but now by fome terrours and/| 
outward reftraints upon them,they eave their fins,|| 
and fay they loath thera, and purpole never to run} 
rjotasthey have done,and hence becaufe they think 
themfelves very good, or to have fome good, they 
fall Choxt of Chriflt, and are {till in the gall of bitcer- 
| acfle, inthe midff of all evill, It wece the happinels| 
of fome men, if they did not think themfelves to) 
have fome good becaufe this is their Chnft. O yout), 
that liye under precious means, and haye many fears! 
you may perish and bee deceived: at the laft : Bu 
why doe you fear ? I know you will anfwer, Oh 
fore feccetand unknown finne may bemay ruine 
It is extie, and yeudoe well to have a godly jealou- 
3 Gethereof. But remember this alfo, not only forme 
— 1fin, burfome good thou thinkeft thos haftjand re{t- 
e(l in without Chrift, & lifting thee up above Chrilt 
may as ealily prove thy ruine, becaufe a mans ow! 
righteoulncffereftedin, doth not onely hide mens: 
fing,buc ftrengehens them in fome fin by which men’ 
perith ; Trajting to ones owne righteoufneffe, and’ 
commsitting iniquity ace couples, E=ek.3 3.1 34NOL 
| de Thereby run into the trenches of that wicked ge: 
nerationofche Familifts, denying all inherent gra 
ces; evidence of favour from any Chriftian obedi 
ence, or fanétification in holy duties ; or that 4 
Chriftian fhould profanely caft off all daties, be=/ 
caufe they cannot favethemfelves by them: No,no, 


uy 
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‘darknefle,and exelude iuch footih Virgens 
at they have neither oy/in their veflels, nor deght 
theirlamps : I onely fpeake of that goed, that 
1S ae which is refted in without Chrift, && 
sup men above Chrift, which in deed and in 
sthis not true righteoufneffe, bur only a crue {ha- 
¥ of it, And therefore as Bexa well obferves 
m Rom, 9.32. Why didnot \rael, that followed 
‘ter right eonfnelfe attain it ? Becanfe they fought 
not by fatth, but as it were by the works of the 
aw : they were not fruits of fincere obedience to | 
e dam, but as tt were the worksot the Law ; now 
s, faith the Apoftle, ver. 33. 2 the tembling-ftone 
Sion, Chrift willbave all fieth vail, and be itript 
ked, and made nothing before him, before they 
aleyer be built upon him ; now this men ftumble 
they muft bring fomething to him, they willnot 
vile,emptinefle,and nothingneffe,that he may be 
‘tothem ; verily obferye your felyes and you thal 
Bide, if there be little humiliation, there is little of 
prafé, if muchhumiliation, much of C hrifé; if 
conftant humiliation,wncertain fruition of Chri/fs 
iceall humiliation, reall poflestion of Chri? ; if 
(e humiliation, imaginary fruition ef Chri/f, 
how it, youcannotperifh if you fall not fhort 
re, you mutt perifh if you doe, Be exhorted} Y/é, 2, 
trefore to lie down in the duft beforethe Lord, & 
der the Lord ; nay, intreat the Lord that he would 
theeupen his wheel, and mouldtlay heart ro his 
lewhy will you reft in any good you have ? O re- 
ember thy father was a Sjrtaz ready to perifh; 
A thy felfpolluted,an infinite endlefle evil, What- 
prgoodchou doft, is it not a polluted ftream,of a 
pte polluted pring? nay ,{uppefe the Spirit works 
y good inthee, yet is it net polluted by thy un- 
an heart ? Nay, {ppofe any actions fhould be 
rete Ela perfect 
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, peticct, yet remember that che Lord {pared not 
Angels that finned ; perfection prefent cannot fi 
fieJuftice for pollution paft, Cry out cherefore, 
fay, O Lerd, now I {ee not only that my fin is vile} 
buc that my {elf ard all my righteoutneffe is vile.al}| 
{o; and now though the Lord ftands ata diftance 
{peaks no peace, hears no prayers, yet becaufe thot 
art very vile, lie down under him, thatif he will he 
may tread uponthee,and thereby exalchimfelf, a: 
wellasliftthee up, and exalechee. Be not carelefl; 
whether the Lord helporne, bur be humbled, no 
co quatrell in cafe he fioald noc. Fore. < ae 
1. Suppofe thou art not onely miferable, but fin 
full, and che Lord (thou fay {t) takes it not away, ye) 
remember that to quarrell with God tor with 
drawing his hand, isafinnealfo, Lav,3.39,an 
wilt thou addefintofinne? bake 
2, Why artthou quiet and fill when the Lor 
denyesthee any common merey 2 Is itnot becaul 
the Lord will have irfo? Now lookeaswee fay ¢ 
him that hates finas fin, that he hates all fin; fo h, 
that is meekned with Gods good pleafure in an 
onething becaufe ef his good pleafure in it, uf. 
onthe fame ground wil] at lea{t defire to {toop 1, 
every thing. Suppofe therefore it bee the Lott, 
good pleafuretodeny thee mercy,] grant you mu 
pray for it, yet with fubmiffien to the geod wiil ¢ 
che Lord, faying , the Lords willis good,but mine 
evil, otherwile,thou haft no meeknefle in any thin, 
thatartnot meekly fubeét to his will in every thi 
3. The greateft pride that is in man, appeat 
_|here ; for {uppofe the Lord fhould deny theeb 
or water, orclothes, was it your duty to mur 
now %, nay, wasit not pride, if the heart 
not lye down, and fay, ford Jam worthy to 
| my bread pluckt from my mouth, and my cl 


« 


The Sound Beleever. 


yback. Now if it be pride co murmur in 
ate the Lord denyes you {maller matters, ‘the effals 
of thislife, doft not thou fee thar its farre greater 
pride for thee to fink and quarrell with him, if he de- 
nyesthee greater, and the things of another lite ? is 
1ebound to give thee greater , chac doth not owe 
re the leaft 2 Suppofe a beggar murmur at thy 
oor, if thou doft deny him bread,ora cup of drink, 
wilt chou notacceunt him a proud flout beggarebut 
f thou giveft him that, and then he quarrel & mur- 
nur at thee becaufe thou doft not give hima thou- 
and pound, or thy whole eftate when he asks it,will 
‘ou not fay, I never met with the like infolency ? the 
.ord gives you yourliyes, blefled be hisname, but 
‘ouask fortreaiures of grace and mercy, thoufands 
f pounds, Chrift himfelf, and ail thac he is worth, 
nd the Lord feemsto deny you, andnow you fink, 
nd grow fallen, and difcontent, and quarrel, and} 
aurmur at God, not directly, but fecretly and flily; 
nay notthe Lord now fay; Was there ever fuch 
ride and infolency ? And therefore as Chri? {pake 
f himfelfe, /oh. 12.24.25, 4 cornof wheat car- 
ot lave unleffe tt die firft; 10 know it, you fhall ne- 
ferlive with Chrift, unleffe you die and perifh in 
pour felves, unlefle you be fownand lye under the 
leds of your own wretchednefle, faith will never 
Pring upin fucha foul, As’tis in burnings, the fire 
Poult be firft raken our, before there can be any hea- 
$ng; fo chis impatient fpirit which torments the foul, 
fuft firft be removed,before the Lord wil heal thee 
4. Confider the approaching times ; Idoe be- 
Beve the Lord at thisday is comming out to fhake 
}!! nations, all hearts, all con{ciences, all conditions, 
id toteare and rend from you your choy feft blef-) 
ace,and plenty, both externall and internal 
t there is need of it, our age grows full, and 
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proud,and wanton, 2 mans price is faln in the m 
ket, unlefle hisloeks and new fafhionscomm 
himtothe warld. O confider when God come 
rendall from you, then you may finde a ‘need cf thd, 
exercife of this duty 3 It may be the time 1s coming. 
wherein you fhall have nothing to {upport yous, 
hearts, you fhall finde reft inne way butchiss “Ih, 


know afluranceot Gedslove may quictyou; buy, 
whatif the Lord thakeail your foundations and ce}, 
prive you of that 2 what will you do then ? and ther} 
toreas Zephany,cap.2. 3. having foretold of the e 
vill day, cryes unto his hearers, Seeke meekneffe yee, 
mecke of the earth; {eeke meekneile; So fay It 
you : for you will find all little enough, Come; 
down from thy throne and be the foorftool & threk, 
hold of Chrift J efus, betore the dayes ofdarkneile) 
comeupon y au ; be contentto be a cypher, a Mep:) 
ping-{tone, the very offallot the world, i 
Bur you will fay, Wherein fhould I ex preffe thi 
hamiliationand fubjeétion? eee, | 
Be highly thankfull for any little the Lord gives| 
Lam.3,22,23. Be humble and judg e thy felfwo 
thy of nothing when the Lord denyes . and ver 
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a Dy you fhall finde che Lord Jelus ere long {peaking 
an eace unto you, and giving thee reftin his bofome 


that now art quietly contented co lie ftill at his fe 
For fome helps thereunto, _ . a 

| x, Remembcr whofe shou ate, véz. the Lord) 
\clay, and he thy Potter, and therefore may doe wid, 
thee what he will, Rom.9.20,- ii 
2. Remember what thou art, v#z. a polluted vel 
fe}, a kind of infinite endlefle evil, as I have oft iat 
fee the picture of thy own vileneffe in the darmnt, 
jin hell who are full, and fhallthrough alleternit 
‘pour outall manner of evil, Job 40.3.4. 
| 3. Remember whatthouhait been, and b 
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haft made warre again{t Chrift wich all | 
ight,afid heart, and {trength; why fhould the 
rd therefore choofe thee before others, Jer. 3.5. 
rhen as, (ask thy confcience) wasthere ever fucha 
recch fince the world began as thou hatt been? 
-4, Remember what thou wilt be : fic for no 
eto Jefus Chrift, good for nothing, but co pollute 
sholy name when chou medieft wichic; and why 
1ould the Lord take upfuch a dry leafe, Elay 64. 
. and breathupon {uch a dry boxe ? | 
5. Remember how eood the Lords willis, even 
Hhen it crofleth thine; hee fhall haye infinice glory 


y allhis denials co thee of what thou wouldf; hee}. 


nall gaine that, though chou lofe{tchy peace and 


necnefle, that good which thy foolifh finfull will] 


ofiresat hishand, /ohz 12,27.28. andif fo, blef-. 


dbe hisname, fet God live, but lec mandie and} 


erith, that be may be exalted of vile man. 

6, Remember the {weet reft thou fhalr have by 

is fubje@tion to the Lord ; nothing is mans: 
offe, but mans will; a ftubborn will like a {tub- 

pin heifer in the yoke galls and frets the foule 5 

carne meckeneffe , {faith our Saviour, of mee in 

ing my yoke on you, and then you (hall finde 
4/f. Hell would net bee hell, ro: a heart truely 

imbled, Sometimes you finde enlargements, 
en you are glad : fometime none, then you 

ike : fometimes you have hope of mercy, then 
Pu are calm : fometimes you lofe your hopes, 

gen the Sea works ¢ when the Lord pleafeth you, 
Aciyou are well,- but if a lictie crotfe befall you, 

| a your {pring is muddy , and a litle thing 

oubles ¢ Ob bee humble and vile in thineown 

Aes, and verily {ugh uncertain fics of peace and 

ble aredone, and the dayes of all your mour=| 


H 3 


re now ended, 
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’ Of thankfulneffe » to all thole whom the I 


Deut.6, 
|19. 


| ave not doth he call, that na fle, might glory: The 


| want, (that was the firft) and then fedthee, th, 


hathtruly humbled : Time was, when the 
firft convinced you, that fo long as you could mak 
any fhift, finde re(t in any duties, you would ne i 
lye down at Chrifts feet, now the Lord might hay! 
left youto have fturmbled ac that flumbling-f{ton¢| 
and to have ftuck in thofe bufhes, but you may fe}! 
thatthe Lord will faye you even then when yor’ 
would not be faved by him : and efpecially take no} 
tice of two pafiages of Gods dealings with y 
wherein ufually you, finde matter of difcourage 
ment, rather then of acknowledgment of Go 
goodneffeto youtherein. 1. That the Lord h 
withdrawn all feeling of any good, which it ma 
be ence you felt, and that the Lord hath let out mot 
of theevill of your hearts then ever you imagines 
was in them, nay fo much evill that you think there 
isnone like unto you, who haft now no heart no 
power to ftitre think. defire, wil, or doe any thing 
that is good : O bleffeche Lord for this, for this 
Gods way to humble, and empty, and make the 
poore; the Lord fw (though it may be you di 
not) that you relied in that good you fel, and wa 
ot would be lifted up by thefe , and therefore 
Lord hath broke thofe crazy crutches,tamifht no 
brought you down conorhing, made you like 
defartsyall che hurethe Lord aimethat in this, be 
only to humble you, and though thefe defertions 
bitter for the prefens, yet that by thefe he might dai 
you Sea in your latter end: O brethren the Ape: 
file ftandsat a ftay and dcfiresthe Corithians t 
confider,You fee your calling, faith hee, 1 Cor 
Not many mighty, not many wife, burtthingsti 


Lord th Mefes, Dent & 2.3, ufered heat 


own Rae yates 
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ovethee and kumblethee remember this, 


iG 
d 


ot (as Zauchins readsit) 

W??ter, that the Lord {peaks no peace to 

ferchings. The caufe isin my own {elt , and there- 
fore if he never comfort me , nor fpeak good word 
it yethe is righteous,but | am vile ; and you 


Wvill finde this certaine , thatas the Lord theretore 
fumbles thathe may exalt, fo the Lord never reful- 
| Mi to exalt (in hiding hisface) but it isto humble, 
B\nd isthisthe worft the Lord aymsat,and will you 
Jotbe thankfull 2 why are you then difcouraged 


Ivhen you finde it thus with you ? doe not fay the 
es Sle asa aes Lord 


Fhe Sound Beleewer. — 

Lord never deale thus with any as with me ; fupp 
that; thereafon then is, becaufe the Lord tees, nx 
ver had any fucha highheartas thou haft; buc. 
be thankfull, that notwithftanding this, he.will t 
the painestotakeic down, EN 
Thus much for humiliation = I come now. to 

J fourthandlatt, which is Faith, | 

OUR SBCT OVE tame 
The forrth and laft att of ( brifts power, ws 
: _ the work. of Faith ~ * 
ey? He Lord haying wounded and humbled h 
ai Eleét,and laid them down dead at his feer,t 
are now asunable to beleeye as they were to hun 
cheir own foules; and therefore now the Lerdta 
them up into his own armes, that they lean and 
on the bofome oftheir beloved by faith. After 
feph had {poken roughly to his brethren, and th 
‘by brought the blood of their brother to rem 
brance, and fo had humbled them; and then he 
contain no longer, but difeovers himfelf to them 
tels them, J am fofeph whom you wickedly {c 
etfear not; {odoth our Saviour earry it towards 
his Elect, when he laid then low; now isthe very 
{caion for him co advance the glory of his grace, I 
cannot now contain himfelfany longer ; but ha 
tornand taken away that vail of fin and of the 
from off their hearts, now they fee the Lord with & 
pen face, even the end of that which was'to be abo- 
lithed, 2 Cor, 3, The explication of this great wor 
isof exceeding great difficulty ; nothing more {tir 
ring then faith in a true Chriftian, beeaufe he liv 
by it,yetitis very litle known; as children in the 
wombe, that know not tharnayill {tring by whiel 
they principally live : I fhalltherefore be wary,a 
jleaving larger explicationsyacquaint you = 
_ {ture of Faith, in this brief defcription of it, 


eer 


- Faith is that gracious work of ‘the Spi- 
~\cit, whereby an humbled finner receiveth 
Chrift; or whether the whole foule com- 
‘meth out of ir felfe to Chrift , for Chrift 
 Zandall bis benefits, upon the call of Chrift 
i vain ‘his Worde cs 5 
Before J open this particularly, give me leave to 
premife fome generallconfiderations ; Faith 4s the 
complement of effectual vocation, which begins in 
Godscal,& ends in this an{wer to that call;the Lord 
prevents a poor humbled foul, with his call, either 
not knowing how, or notable , or noc daring to 
‘come and then the foul comes, and hence men cal- 
ledyand believang are all one, Row. 9. 24. with 33. 
Many a wounded finner will be {crambling after 
Chrift from fome general reports of hin, before the 
day and houre of Gods glorious and gracious call, 
Now for any to receive Chrift, ot come to Chriff, 
before he is called, is prefurption; to tefufe Chrift 
when called,is rebellion; to come and receive when 
called, is properly & formally Faith,and tharwhich 
the Scripture ftiles, the obedience of Faith, Rom.%, 
5. And now Chriftat thiginftanc is fully and irecly 


I civen, on Gods part, whet really acd freely: come 
unto and taken on our part, 


This recerving of Chriff, or comming to Chrift | 
| are for fubftance the fame, hough the words be di- 
vers;the holy Ghoft ufethte exprefs one & the fame 
thing in variety of words, that our fee blenefs might 
the better underftand what he meaneth. And hence 
in Scripture, believing comming, receiving Chrift, 
| rolling. truftingy cleaving tothe Lord, e7¢s {et out 


one and the fame thing ; and therefore it isno won- 


der if our. Divines have different defcriptions of 
| faitbin variety of words; whichif well confidered | 
doe but fet out one and the fame thing a, Ij 

Le Seg ee Be oe! 
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dae conceive they doe all agree in thisdeferiptio 
haye now mentioncd ; I knowtherearefomew 
ttead awry here, whom I {hall bricfly note ott, a 
fo pafle on to what weinrend, Ee aa 
at. The Papifts, with fomeothers of corru 

judgements,at leaft ofweakeapprehenfionsamon 
our telves, defcribe Faithtobe nothing elfe buta fi} 
pernaturallaffent to a divine truth, becaufe of a di- |; 
vineteltimony : Ex, gr, toaflent tothis truth, that }| 
Chrilt is come, thatheis the Sonne of God; that 
he was dead and is rifen again,that heis the Saviour 
of theworld, &c. and to confirm this they produc 
Afat 16,16,. Blohn dy 3.0 ON as 
Ie is granted that this affent is in Faith, for Fa 
alway hathrefpect to fometeftimony ; for man by. 
his fall hath loft all knowledge of divine and fuper- fh 
naturall truths; hence God reveales them in his |} 
word; hence Faith{eesthem and affents tothem, |} 
beeaufe God hath fpokenthem : ta feeand know }} 
things by vifion, isto fee things in themfelves intui- |} 
tively and immediately ; butto fee things by Faith }} 
is to fee them by and ina teftimony given of them, }} 
LIohn 20,20, Blef[edts heethat hath not feen, (i.e, \\ 
Chrift immediately) bat beleeved,#. ce. histetti« 
mony,andon him in ie; this affent therefore is in | 
Faith (forwe muft believe Chrift before wee can | 
believe in him )but chis comprehends not the whole | 
nature of Faith; I mean of that Faith we are now 
{peaking of, véz., as itunitesus to Chrift, and pol 
feflechuswith Chtift, For, 9 9 

| 1, This defcription placeth Faith onely. in th 
underftanding, whereas ’tis alfo in the will, as the}: 


words trating, rolling, &c, intimate, 


2, Thisaffentis meerly general, without parti-; 
_|cularapplication, whichis eyer intrue Faith, Ga 


ue Fa 


: 
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3. This is fuch a faith, as the devils may have, 
lames,2.19, and reprobate men may haye, 2 Pet, 
2,20.21, Heb,t0. 26. There is a wilfull retufing 
of the knowntruth. ieee 

4 It isthe Papifts aym to vilifie faith hereby, 
by defcribing it by chat which is onc ingredient in}. 
ic, but exeluding that which is principall; thole phra- 
{estherefore of believing. C hrift 2s come ix the fidh, 
1 lohn 4, 3. and that he ts the Soune of God, Mat, 
316,16. asifthis were the only object to faith, are 
not to be underftood exclufively, excluding other 
aéts of faith, which che Scripture in other places 
ifets down clearely ; but inclufively, as fuppofing 
them to be contained herein: for 2s we in our times 
defcribing faith by relying upon Chrift for falyati- 
on, doe not exclude hereby our believing that he is 
the Meffiah; buewe include it,ar frp pate it,becaufe 
thatis not now queitioned, the truth of the Gof pell 
being fo abundantly cleared ; fointhofe times,they 
defcribed Faith by one principallact,to believe that 
he was the Son of God, and come into the flcfh, 
_becaufe this yyas the main and principall thing in 
queftion then : and if the Lord had ret fet our faith 
i by other acts in Scripture,we fhould not vary fiom 
ourcompdaffe in fuchexpreffions in the Word in 
thefe dayés : for their faiththen, is exemplary tous 
now ; becanfe the Word doth miore fully fet it out 
I in more {peciall acts, hence wee fe it outalfo by 
them for ’tiseyidenc, asthe J ewes did believe ina 
1 Meffiahto come, {0 theyidid alfo believe, and look 
for allgood {rem him, 70b4.4,.25. Hee wil teach 
7 akthings whe x he comes 3 and therefore their 
faith did notconfine it felf to that hiftoricall agt chat 
a Mefliah fhould come, or that this was the Meffi- 
ah, bur they did expect and look for all good from 
him: And hence the Apoftle expounding this fay- 
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igee ines Be @ 
Rom. | ing, v#z. believing that Chriftis dead and rifen 
to 9 to gaine, welhall hereby be fayed mil Lf thoubeliev 
| '°" | daith he} wah théne heart this truth, thou jhalt 
|. faved, Nowte believe withthe heart, as it do 
not exlude affent, fo itneccflarily includes the a 
of the willand afteétions in relying upon him, anc 
comming to him, And hence, when ‘eter had ji; 
made that confeffion, 422,16.16, Chrilttelshim, | 
] how art Peter ; 4c, a ftone relting upon the rock 
(asfome good Interpreters expound it) and there- jy 
tore Peters faith did net exclude thefe principall | 
a&s of refting on Chrift, cleaving to Chrift, but 
didincludeand {uppofethem, 9 
2, Somerun into another extreame, and make | 
faith nothing elfe, bue a perfwafion or affurance }} 
chat Chrift dyed far mein particular, orthat he is}! 
mine. [hat which movesiome thusto think, is the | 
univerfal redemption by the death of Chrift; they | 
know no ground er bottom for faith but this Propo- 
fition, Chriftdyed for thee, and hence makes Re 
demption univerlall : And hence the Arminian 
boaft fo much of their Ovod unulqvilque tenerur | 
| oredere, ec, But 1. Vhis is a taile bortom, for} 
Chrift hach not dyed for all, becaufe he hath not} 
pray ed for alh / ohn ba PR” cs sy 
2, This isa fandy bottom and foundation which] 
when a. Chriftian reftsupon , it fhakes under hi 
when the foul {hall think, though Chrifthath dy 
for me,yet no more for me,then for Jzdas; or tho 
fands of reprobates now: invhell. Indeed atcer faith 
_| a Chriftian is bound to beleeve it, as Paxil did,Ga. 


it : 
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I conceive therefore thofe holy men of ours who | 

haye defcribed Faith by affurance,have not {e much] 
aymed ata defcription of what Fa th isin it felfas it 
pofteflechus with Chrift ; but of whac degree and 
sl al ! ~ extent 


-doubtingsfometimes are even unto a Kinde of de- 
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ntit may be,and fhould be in us; they defcribe 

therefore by the ‘moft eminent act of it, in fullaf- 
furance 3 and therefore contult withthe Authors of 
this defcription, and enquire of them, Isthere no 
doubting mixt with faith ? Yes, fay they , mans, 


(paire,but then (fay they) it fhould not be thus, The 
‘Papilts commend doubtings, and deny aflurance, 
place taithina general aflent; our champions that 
were co wrattle with chem,maintained it tobe a par- 
-qeular application, (and not oflya generall affent) 
cand that witha full aflurance of perlwafion, which 
being the moft eminent act of faith, excludes not o- 
ther inferiour acts of it.whichasthey are before it, 
fomay pofiefle the fonl with Chrift without it. A]. 
‘cheugh withall, it is certaine, that there is no true 
faich,but it hath fomeaffurance,of whichafterward, 
Let me now come to the explication of the de- 
feription given, where note thete five things. 

1, Uhe efficient caufe of Faith, it is a work 

©, OF the Spirit. ie 
. 2 The fubjeét,or matter in which it isfeated, 
viz. the foule ofan humble finner, 

.. 3. The forme of it, vez. the comming of the 
~~ wholefouletoChnft, | | 
4. Theendof it, vx. for Chrift and all his 
ee, benefits). | ‘ 
.§. Thefpecia] ground and meanes of it, zzz. 
the Call of Chrift inhis Werd, 
» ¥. The efficient caufe of Faith, 

Faith is a gracious work of the Spiric of Chrift, 
the Spirit therefore is the efficient caufe or princi 
pail workman of Faith; the Spiric doth not be- 
leeve, but caufeth us to beleeve ; “tis not prénci= |. 
pium quod, the principle which doth beleeye, but 
préncipinm gio, the principle by which we doe , ae 
b ea a i : {Ouls | 


At 


| 

| 

| 
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fouls ot allthe Blect(efpecially when humbled )are 
1 ofall other things,moft unable to beleeve : nay loo 
as before com pun¢tion and humiljacion, Satan he 
the foul captive chiefly by its lufisandfins; fo no 
| whenthe Lord hath burnt chofe cords, and brok 

| thofe chaines, all the powers of darknefle ttrengrhar 
chemilelves,and keep the foulunder mightily,by u 
belief. What doe youtell me of mercy ¢ (faith the’ 
foul) *tismercy which I haye continually refilted,) 
delperately defpiled ; why doe you perfwade me to 
beleeve 2 Alas ! I cannot; tistrue, all chat whict 
you fay istrue, if I could beleeve, but I cannot fe 

| Chrilt, T cannotcome ar Chrift, [ feek him in th 
meanes, buthe forfakes methere, and I am left: 

{ God defolate; and here beloved, the foule had no 
formerly fo many excules for its fin, as now it ha 
cloudsof objections againft beleeying ; the Spi 
therefore takes faft hold of the foules ofall the Bie 

drawesthemunto Chrift; and therefore it iscall 
the {pirat of faith, xCor.4,1 3. and thac by anom 
nipotentand irrefiftable power, Efay 53.t. Wh 
hat bbeleeved iy x to wham ithearm ofthe Lora 
revealed 2 that the foul matt and fhall beleeve pow.) 
Compell them to come in, faichthe Lord of the Sup-| 
pet, eke 14.23. This the Arminians will not be: 
leeve, for (fay they) the Queftion is not, Wheche 
we are ertabled to beleeye by grace 2 bur, Wheth 

it be after this manner, and by this meanes, v2 
modo irrefiftebili 2 Confider therefore thefe Re 
fons, toclear this point, er ae 

1, Whence doth our call and comming to Chri 

arife, buc from Gods immoveable and unchange 
able purpofe? the Lord therefore muft eeeeak 


over-powerthe heartthereunto, 
2, IsnotChrift Jefus bound by office and pro 


we 


his purpofe, or prevail with the foulte beleeve, an 


y 
why 
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to the Father to bring in all his loft {cartered 
), that fo the Father and he may be glorified in | 
? Lohz 10.16, Other fheepl have, thofe I 
mut bring home , aud they {hall hear my vojce, 
ec that complaine you cannot beleeye, nay that 
you haveno hearcto beleeye, the Lord mutt fetch 
you in; and you fhall hear the Bridegrooms yoyce 
with joy. | | 
3. Isnot the actof beleeving wrought by a create 
ing power ? Eph.1.9, Eph. 2. 10. Efay $7.18,19, 
1 create the fruit of the leps peace,peace to hina that 
ys Wear and afar off : and isnot a creating voice irre- | 
‘iftable, though there be nothing for it to work up= 
gn ? fo though you baye no ability, heart, head, or 
Hneneth to beleeve,yer the Lord will create che fruie | 

f the lips of Gods Meffengers Peace, Peace. , 
4, Dothnot the Lord let in that infiniteand fur. 
pasting {weetnefle of grace, when he worksthe tou} | 
to beleeye, ftanding in extream need of that grace, 
pleat it cannot bur come & cleayeto it? P/z,6 3.2.3 
L long to feethee, faith David, for th lowing kind- 
neffe us better then life; it is imposfible for a manto 
cleave to his life? much moreto that which is better 
then life ¢ the light is fo clear, it cannoe but feeand 
awonder at graces the good isfo {weet, it cannot but 
taft and accept what Ged fo freely offers: and ther. 
fore the poor Canaanitifh woman, J/at,1 5. could 
not be driven away,though Chrift bid her ina man. 
ner be gone;but fhe made all the objeCtions againft 
ner arguments for her (as ufuially faith doth, when 
ginder this {troak ofthe Spirit) The violent takethe 
Xing done of heaven by force ; the Spirit puts a ne- 
ceslity upon them , and irrefiftably over-powers 
them, and this is che caufé of it, a 
} And isnoc this matter of great confolation to all 
hofe who feel themfelvs utterly unable to beleeve ? 

Sy alae gal ‘oe Way's 


Pfa. 36. 
ee 
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you think the Lord would give peace and pardon 
ite and mercy, if J could beleewe ; Oh confide: 
Lord hath overtaken in the Covenant of Grace ta 
worke in allhis the condition of the Coyenant, a; 
well astoconyey thee good of it. Ler. 33.31. 
33.34. Hehathdone this for others by an irrefifti 
ble power, Heb.1 2.1.2. Looke upto Jefusthe au- 
thor and finifher of your faith, hee came out of hi 
Fathers bofome, not only to give life by bis death 

| but to.enable his to eat and clofe with him by Fairb 
that they might zever dye, Lob2 6.50, fo the Lord 
may work icinthee; it iscrue alfo,he may not,yct i 
isunfpeakable comfort to confiderghat ifthe Lore 
had put it oyer unto thee to beleeve, itis certain thor 
(hould{t never have beleeved , but now the work is 
put into the hand of Chrift;that which isimposfibl 
to thee, is posfuble,nay eafie, with him; he can com: 
prehendcthee, whenthon canft notapprehend him 3] 
this is exceeding {weer when thy body isfick,& foul] 
is delerted, incredible things to be beleeved,are pr 
pounded, animposfible work to thy weaknefle ure}, 
ged, upon pain of Gods foreft & mott untpeakable} 
wiath; toconfideritisnotinme, but inthe Lords} 
ewn hand, and it ishis office,his glory to work faich, | 
and asthe Apoltle{peaks, to hew mercy uxto them q 
that are (kat up,not only aader fin, bucallo wnbe- 
lief; Rom, 11, 32» But why hath the Lord mad 


7 


thee feel thy inability to beleeye? wuly the end of our} 
wants isnot to makeus fin and fhift for our felves,} 
but to ask and feeke for fupply, and-the end of the 
continuance ofthofe wantsis, that we fhould conti- | 
nue to ask and feek. And dott thou think thou fhale ; 
feck tothe Lord by his own hand to create faith, ¢ 
fetch thee in, and will not the Lord take bis ume 
- Iworkit 2 He that belecves, faiththe Apoftic, Kos 
Tro. 4, {bad not be abamed ; why fo 2 becaufe t 
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ord, faith he, who ws over all, is richunte althat 
iNupon him, ver x2. If thou haft nota heart, (hur 
3 from asking of it, che Lord who hath power,hath | 

ptaheart fhucup cowards thee from working it. 
Bur withall be thankfull exceedingly , all you 
hofe hearts che Lord hath drawneand overcome ; 
+ came to his owne people the Jewes, and would 
‘have gathered them, but they would nor, and 
erefore he forfook them, and lett heir habitations 
bfolate; Oh how oft would the Lord have gather- 
| you, and you would not! yetthe Lord hath not 
taken you, but called you in whether you would 
rnos the Lord hath caken many a manat his firlt 
ofd, and left him at the firft repulfe, fhaken off 
ie duft of his fect againft bim prefently, AZat. Lo, 
4. without any more intreaties to accept of mer- 
+ yetrhou haft not onely refuted, but even crucy- 
che Sonne of God, yet helrathnotbeen driven 
smehee, buthis bowels have been oft kindled to- 
ther, when hee hath beencready to give theeup. 
ba thou haft beene under the hedges, and in the 
eh yayesthat lead co death, and did(t never think 
him, nor didit defire him, yet be hath compelled 
eeto comein; he hach made thee feel fuch an ex- 
feam needof him, and made himfelfe fo exceed- 
ig {weer, that thou haft not beene ableto refift 
stove, but tocry out, Lord thou haft overcome 
ewith mercy, J amnot able rorefitt any mote, 
ly which is more wonderfull , when thou haft. 
rene gathered, and goue from him, and loft thy 
I and him aifoagaine, and itmay be haft been 
ended athim; yet he hath gone before thee into 
wélee, and gathered thee up when thou haft been 
water {pilt upon the ground; what fhould bee 
He caufe of chs, but onely this? the .worke o 
ith liesupon him,both to begin and finifh;he mutt 
| esha] Sakasi, S go Se gather 
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)ygather iallhiglott (heep,and therefore he hat 
[forth an itrefiitable power of his Spiric Hponty 


| Anfw,t 


heait, which mutt carry thee captive after him. 

J amafraid my faich hath been rather pref 
‘ion, awotk 6f my own power, then faith wrotge 
by the Spirits powers how may I dilcernthat 2 
' [f youare wraptup in Gods Covenant, if ak: 
promife be aclually yours, it is no prefumption'|} 
take pofleftion by farch of whacis your owne ; dip} 
thou ieriou fly wall Chrift, and refolve never to gilt 


{the Lord ret, untill he give thee-reftin hinye chh, 


NI 


{pany Saints, whenthey doe thint, andbeleey 


tee, Rev. 22.17. Whofoever wall let him, take 
the water of dfe,. Dott chouthirft after Chrifted 
read Efay 55. 1.2.3. Joka 7.37. 1f-any m 
thirfr, let bum come unto me and drinke. Wh) 
Chrift faw their faith, Mat, on 1, 2. Whar Ty! 
he ? Sozbe of ocd cheere, thy finnes be forgive 
the word fignincs, be covfident.’ tis-no prefium| 
tion to beleeve pardon of finnes row thouart Cor 
unto me, not onely forthe healirg of thy Body 
‘cfpccially for pardoncf finne, Ie isthe grear { 
icome to Chrift, and foare under the pronii 
grace; yetthey thinke it prefurmption now tod 
leeve and take poffesfion of all thofe Treafuresth 
{bein Chrift, bur leoke thatthe Lord fhould fi, 
make them feele,and then they will beleeve; wher 
as faith {ould now receive and drink in abunda 
ly of the fulncife of Ghrift: fhall irbe account, 
|ptefumption for any man coeat his own bread,a 
drinke his ewn drink, and put on his own cloarhe; 
(the promife makes Chrift and all his benefits yo; 


- jown, therefore it isno prefumptionto apply che 


| Suppofe youcannot finde your felfe within al 
promife, and you feeno reafonto beleeve, ore 
you hayethe Lords call and command to beleé 


The Sound Beleeoer 


‘oe you now in ‘confcience and, obedience to this 
ommand, orto Gods inyitation and intreaty in the 
sofpel, beleeve, becaute thou dareft no: difhonour 
30d by refifing his grace 2 chou doft therefore ac- 
ept of ic, thisis no prefumption, unlefle obedience 
prefumption 3° nay, che moft acceptable obedi- 
nce, which isthe obedience of Fatth, Lobha 6,38.) 
or what wastthe ground on which thole z0a0, be- 
eved ? adits 2, 38. 39.&c, Peter laid, Repent. 
Jab You may receive remisfion of lsi#es ; WOW what 
lowes? rhey that gladly received theword, were 
aplézed: O that word, repent,ée, as Bexa ex- 
uunds it, returnto'God and come in, was a mott 
jeetword tothem, and therefore they received iz ; 
is wasno prefamption, either for Peter coexhott 
em to repent,or forthem to take che Lérd(asthat 
pelly man faid) at hisfirftword. I knowrthere is 
bbyection to the Gofpel arifing onely from flay- 
i feare and carnall hopes, P/al.66.3, P{a.18.44, 
is may be in prefimpiuous reprobates, butthere is 
abjection arifing from the fenfe of che fweetnefle 
d exceeding geodnets of Gods calland promife, 
al, 10.2.3. Asa woman that is overcome with 
i: words of her loving fuitor, the manis precious, 
1 hence his wordsare very {weet, and overcome 

P hearttothinke, why fhonld fuch aoneas I be 
kt upon, by one of fucha place ? it is no pre-. 
nption now, butduty to give her confent: fo it is 
¢ ;when the Lord is precious and his words/Oh 
eptme,O cometo me]are exceeding {weet; and, 
eupon out of obedience gladly yields up it felfe 
he Lord, takes poflesfion ofthe Lord, this is no 
te prefum ption, then to fanGifie a Sabbath, or 
Spray, or hear the Word, becaufethe Lords com= 


ndsare herein very fweet, 
f Repentance accompanies Faith, “cis ho pre-| . 
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The Sound Beleevers —— 
fam ptionto beléeye; Many knowthe fin,and her q' 
beleeve in Chrilt,truft to Chrift, and there isap et ! 
of their faith; buewhac confeffion and forrow fq! 
fin , what more loveco Chrift followesthis faith" 
truly none; nay their faith is che caufe why che! 
have none; for they thinke, if J eruft co Chrift to fo} 
give chem, he will doe it, and there is an end of t 
bufineffe. Verily this hedge faith,this brambie fail: 
that catches hold on Chrift,and pricks and fcratchi 
Chrift by more impenitency, more contempt 4| 
him, is meere prefurmption, which fhall one day b 
burntup,and dettroyed by the fireof Gods jealoy) 
| fie. Fie upon thar faith that ferves onely to keep 

man from being tormented betore his time. Yor 
fins would be your forrows, but that your faith qu) 
etsyou. But if faith be aecompanied with repe) 
‘tance, mourning for finne, more efteem of Go| 
grace ia Chrift, fotharnothing breaks thy hed’ 
more then the thoughts of Chrifts unchanged? 
loveto one fovile , and this love makes thee le 


much, and love him the more; as thy finne encre! 
feth, {o thou defireft that thy love may encreafe,a! 
now the ftreame of thy thoughtsrunne, how thi’ 
mayeft live to him that dyed for thee, This w 
Maries faith, who fate at Chrifts feet weep’ 
wafhing them with her Teares, and /oving hi' 
much, becanfe much was forgiven, who thou! 
{hie was accounted a. prefumptucus weman by : 
mon, and Chrift himfelf {uttered in his thoug! 
~ for fuffering ofherto come fo neare into hima; 
the Lord himfelfeclears her cherein,and juftifies! 
before God and men ; many a poore belees 
chinks, If I fhould beleeve, I fhould but pre(ur: 
and {pin a fpiders web of Faith out of my ow 
bowels; and hence you fhallobferve, thisnot) 
leeving ftopsupthe work of repentance, mourit! 


fl 


The Sound Beleever. 


id love, andall chearfull obedience in them; and 
ithe contrary, if they did beleeye , it would bee 
ichthem asthemlelves thinke many times, If I} 
iew the Lord was mine, and my finues pardon- 
, Obhow fhould I then bleffe him, and loye him, | 
dwonderathim ! how would this breake my 
art before him ! &c, Now I lay, lec all the world 
dge, ifthat which thou thinkeft would be prefum- 
ion, be not rebellion, becaufe ic makes thee worle, 
id {tops up the Spirit of grace in thee, Whereas 
ac Faith which lets out cthote bleffed {prings of for 
wy love, thankfulneffe, humbleneffe, 8c. what 
nit beelfe but (uch a faving faithas is wrought by 
Spirit , becaufe ic lets inthe Spirit more abun- 
ntly into a dry and defelate heart ? 


_ 2, The Subje& or matter of Faith, _ 
This is the fecond thing in the de(criprion of Faith, 
: foul ofan humbled finner is the fubject or mat-| _ 
of Faith. J doe not meane the maaitet out of | 
nich Faith is wrought, (for there is nothing in 
an outof which the Spirit begets ir) bur that wher- 
Baithisfeated. I meancalfothe habit of Faith, 
pt the principle of it; for thatis out of man inthe 
prd Jetiis, whoistherefore called ov hope,as well 
our firengths the fouletherefore isthe fudject of 
ith; called the heart, Rom, 10, 9. compared 
ith Adatth. 6, 21. for we cannot goe or cometo 
brift in this life witheur bodies, we are here ab- 
it fromthe Lord, 2 Cor, §. butthe foule can goe|, 
bim, the heartcar be with him, as the eye can {ee 
(000 niles off, and receive the {pecies or image of 
#- things it fees into it, fo the foule enlightned by 
Ath, can fee Chrift afar off, itcan long for, choofe, 
A reftuponthe Lord of life, and receive the lively 
qnage of Chrifts glory » it32Cor.3z,ele 
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If Chrilt were prefentupon earth, the foule 
{the body ) oncly could cruly receive him; C 
|comes to his Elect onely by his Spirit, and he 

our {pitits only are fitto receive him and elofe wit|’ 
bim ; thoulands hear Chrift outwardly, thatin 
wardly aredeafe toall Godscalls, their {pirits fe 

| | not, taft not, feele not; itis therefore the fowle thatit! 
the fubject of Faith : and fay it is an humble cu} 
ptyfoule which isthe fubject ; fora full,proud,bro 
kenipirit cannot, nay will notreceive Chrift, as 

have proved; and therefore Luke 1 4..the fervan 

\ |eommandedto bid the psor, halt, and blind, a 
dame to, comein; they would not make excnfes 


may 
ne}! 


others did.: they that were flung todeath with fi 
Serpents, were the only menthat the brafon Serpe 
was lifted up for them ta looke upon, and tobe heal 
lea, Lohn 3414, and therefore the promifedoth ng 
tun, /f any man have wifdoustet him aske it, buted 
any man want wifdom, lam. ¥. 5 {eit any mal 
want light, life, want peace, pardon, want Ch 
and his Spirit, ler chem aske,and the Lord will ety 


_ jaway with yeur m oney if you cometo thefe wa tel 

{to buy, and take freel)s1 fany man would be wifi 
let himée a foole, (laiththe bleffed Apoftle yan cm’ 
pty nothing ; a fowl ina petilhing,helpleffc,hopele: 
condition, 1s the fubje&t offaich; (uch onlyfeel t 


| 


need-af Chuilt, are glad anche offer of Chrift, ap 
therefore duch only can and will receive Chrift, an’ 
come unto Chrift by faiths and truly ifwe had br’ 
hearts, the confideration of this might be ground: 
great comfor tand confidence unto all Gods peopl: 
whofefoules come unto J efus Chrift, for that w bic: 
wasia Thomas, Joh, 2X. is inallmeninaturally, | 
wecouldtee Chrift with our eyes,and feel him wit 
jourhands, and embraee him (as AZarydid) wit 
our aris, if we could hear himlelf {peake, we co 


AY 


(°° fhe Sound Beleever.. 
Lembeleeve asthey faid, if hee will come from tle 
vaffe, owe fay sik hewill come downe from hea- 
enchusuntous, we will t4ez beleeve 3 if we want 
as we feare wee may beatlalt deceived, becaute 
verwant fenfe, and cannot come to. clofe with our 
fesand hands the objects of our faith; but Oh con-) 
dérchis point, wee are made parcakers. of Chrifts 
ec, and {alvation by him, onely, yer certainly by |, . 
ich, Now this faithis not by.feeing hina wichour ACK Io, 
ic coming near to him with our bodies,but com- | 3 
i to him with our foules ; the foule isthe feat of} - 
ich. Now this: yousmay doe, though you never |, 
ustawhim, whom though you fee not, yet beleev-| 1 Per y. 
eC Howresojce > this coming of the foul to Chrift,| 9° "| 
ich makea firmer union becweenthewand Chrilt;) 
enitthou wert bodily prefent with him in Heaven. | 
a¢ many touched and:crowded him, cthag never 
recruly united to him, or. received: vertuc from | | 
‘him, ¥f our fouls were inthe third Heayen yeith | Tohn 6, 
itt, who of us wouldthen doubrof our portion} 64.65. 
n? [tell you ifourfoulsgoc out of finvand felfe,} 3 
ico Chritt Jefiis, andithere reft , this: makes you 
arertohim, then if your foules were under his}, 
bing in dhe higheft Heavens, The poote: Sea-man | | 
Ihciheis neardangcrousthores, when he cannot 
down to the depthofithe Seato faften his Ship, 
tit he.caicaft his Anchor twenty orfortyfachom | 
ep, aiid if'chat holds; his quiecs hina in the foreft | 
times; when we ace toffedand cannot come to 
atifbwith our bodily prefénce, yet if our foules | Heb, 4, 
reome, if our faith ouranchor can reach him, & }.138.19, 
ittistd hina, this Lhould exceediigly.comfortour| 20. 
Barts, hi Bid BIO HABLA A. dy We rcibrhy os ips, 
| low, and where fhould my foul come to Chrift, Object, 
Bhoisnowabfentfrommez 2) 8 oh 


AChrit comes to you in his Word and a Soca Aifivr- 
! or a et ae ‘ott 


{ 
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| then lecchy heart rollit felfe upon chat grace & faiths; 


_} ti it,and ¢arryed upto Chrifts Crofle,asdying, Gal. 


| fetnly reyived, & it was immediately with him, bes 
‘| fore his body came to him : fo’tis with faith; the foul 
| goesunto Chrift, before our bodies & fouls borhto- 


| isthe form of Faith, andthacwherein the life and ef-; 


*” 


“The Sound Belecver, 


of Grace, there is hais S pirit,histruch,poodnefs,lovel. 
taithfulnefie; receive this,you receive him; embrac, 
this, you embrace him ; as among our felves, yot}! 
fec great eftaresare conveighed and furrendred by 
Bond and Writings, .dits 2, 41.-When they res) 
ceived the word, they received C hrift, Lohn 15.74; 
If my words abide in you, ie If 1 abide in you b 
my words, youfhallbe fruirfull,, . . © ||, 

By the Wordlet thine eye pitchuponthe perfon} 
doe not onely account the Promife true,butwith Sax) 
rab account him faithfull who hath promifed ; and) 


tulneffe revealed inthis word, lean upon the bre: fi 
ofthis beloved : ‘and thus. the foule by the chariot 
wheels and wings of the Word, is profeffor of Chriff, 


3.1.and from thence to his glory inhis kingdom by) 
it, Heb, 10. 19,12. Asaman thatgivesa great 
{tare by ome writing tous, wee beleeve it as if eC 
were prefent; and by thiswee doe not only beleeve 
the writing to be true, but che man to be taichfull 
loving tous; and hereupon our hearts are carrye 
after the man himlelf,though afar off from ns, Thus) 
wealcendto Chriftin the cloud of faith; as Jacobs, 
though hecould hardly beleeve, yetasfoonc as n€€ 
was petfwaded Jofeph was yet alive, his {pitic pres 


gether fhal haye immediate communion with him, 
.., = 3+ Theform of Faith, . rt 
This is che third thing in the defeription of Faith; 


| hs 
‘the €oming of the whole foul out of it felfunto Chrift 


fence of itconfifts, 8¢ which doth difference is fr n 
all other graces of the Spirit, The firft ad of faith,a 


- The Sound Beleever. 3 
icunites us to Chrift, js notaffurance that he is mine, 
buta coming tohan withaffurance, and hereby he 
isbccome mine, Come nutothe waters, and fo buy 
wine and milk,i, e,now makethem yousown, The 
weary and heavy laden fhallnot have reff, unlefs 
they come to C brat for it. - Faith doth nothing for 
life, (for that is the law of works) iconly receiys him 
who hath done all for it, it comes out of all it hath or 
doth, (like Abraham chat lefthis fer yants behinde 
him, when he went up to God inthe Mount) unto 
Chrift for lite, Conceive itthus; 4dam had a prin 
ciple and {tock of life in himéelfe, in hisown hand, 
andtheretore wasto hive by chis,co live of himelf, & 
from himfelfe, and therefore had no need norule of 
faith ; he lived by the law of works; which the A po- 
{tle fersina dire&t oppofitionto the Law of Faith ; 
but Adam being now faln, hath loft his life, and be- 
came not like the man that fell among theeves be- 
cwixe Jerufalem 8 Fericho,ttript, wounded, & hal 


cek ife froma bim (elf, it’s impoflible he fhould live: 
tor if there had been a law chat could have givenlife, 
our righteoulneffe fhould have been thereby, Gaé. 
3. 21. Henee it followes, If any man will hayelife, 
Joce mult goe out of himfelfe toanother, véz, the} 
Lerd of lite forit, John 5.40. [0h7,6.27,28.29. . 
_ Now obferye it, this very coming, this very moti- 
pn of the foulto Chrift, (a grace which Adam nei- 
her had,ner had power to ule) is Faith; the Spirit of 
Chrift moving or drawing the foul, the foul is thence 
moved, and comes to Chrilt, Joh 6.64.65. The 
foul by finis ayerted trom God, and turns his back 
spon God ; the turning or coming of che foul (not 
nto duties of holineffe, for that is obedience pto- 
gperly, but) unto God, in Chrift againe, is proper- 


and 


Tet. 


ad, but wholly dead, Eph, 2,1. forhatlecany man} 


JY 2nd formally Faich, All evill is in mans {clfe, | 
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and trom himfelie-; all mans good is in Chrift,))) 
‘and from Chrift, The fouls otall Gods elec, feeing} 
thefe chings, forfake and renounce themfelyes, inj 
whom & from whom is all their evil, and come un- | 
Ito Chrift, inwhom, & from whom isall their good. || 
This motion of the foule between thefeextreams, || 
chrough that vatt & infinite diftance thats between | 
a finfull wretched man, anda blefled Saviour, is}|' 
faith; for by faith principally we pajfe from death \\i 
tolife, Loh, 5.24, The foul ofa poor tanner wound- 
ed and humbled; fometime knowes not Ghriftand | 
then cryesout,asthofe, Acts 2.37.Whatlhal L£ doz} 
Whither thall I go? fomcrimes daresnot,lomtimes ||) 
cannot, it hath no heart to ftir or come,.it therefore || 
looks up, and longs,and goes. unto the Lord to draw ||| 
itlike poor Ephraim,ler.31.18,0h turn me Lord | 
andthenL (ball be turned, Lam, 5,21, andthis 1s} 
lowelt and Jeaft degree of Faith, Butat fome other’ 
time, the foul mourning for want of the Lord, the 
Lord comes unto it with great clearneffe,glory and 
(weetnefle of grace & peace; and hence the foulcan- 
not bat come & clofe with him,and cry Rabows,and 
fay ,Oh Lord, it isthy good pleafure to have refpect | 
to {uch aclod of earth, to tender fch riches of grace 
to one founworthy, andto bid, nay to beleech me} 
tocome & take? Lord behold come: This is faith, | : 
Would you havea proof of 1c? Confider therefore]: 
thefe particulars, 1. Confider thefe Scriptures : 
Loh, 6.354 1 anzthe bread of life, hee that cometh 
to me{bailnever hunger, and he that beleeveth en 
wie [balluever thirft. Where you fee commng to} 
Chrift and beleeving én Chriff areall one, So Lohat 
7.37. Lathe laft day of the feaft the Lora € hrift) 
cryes out with much vehemency,Lf any manthirft,\\ 
| Lt him come unto meand drinke. Now inthe next) 
ver.38. our Saviour expounds this coming 5 for faith |: 
‘he,He that beleeveth on me,out of hes belly,eg¢. So! 


| 


Mi 
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The Sound Beleever. 

Soto come to. Chrift, as uponthisto drink in of 
| Chrifts tilnefle, is beleeving in Chrift, So Heb.rr. 
|S. the Apoftle faith, Withows fatth i zs imapos fible 

\ 9 pleafe Godsand then in rendring the reafon ef this, 
‘explaines what he meant by fosth, viz,'to be our | 
coming unto God,upona double teftimony, belee- 
wing firtt that he ws, tecondly;that he tsia rewarder 
| ftherst bat feeke him diligently, or (which is all 

j one) who do come unto hin. So Loh.¥.1 2. So ma- 
| 9 4s recedved bine, (which isall one with coming) | 
he adopt edthem as fons 3 evento them that beleéeve | 
| (2 his wame. And hence we thal! obferye, that the | 
| Scripturedoth nor artribure our righteoufnels 8 life 


{co vei of Chrift, butto our beleeving o: 
| Chrift,a Chrift,(a phrafe peculiar to heayenly lan- 


| s4age,and thercforenot found in any humane Wri-’ 
| cer.) becaute it is not the bare beleeying of a teftimo- 
jay sharfayeth us, unlefle weto beleeve it, asto be- 


| ceve in Chrift which cannor be but by com ming to 
jm, and as it werein him, or into him, our union 
with Chrift being madecém pleatehereby, » 
| 2. That upon whichthe Lord premifeth life, and 
falvation,and mercy; cannot be workes, but faith, 
(Gal. 3.2%. Heb. 11.6, but throughout 4}lthe Old 
andnew Teftament, the Lord promiteth life and 
Jalvationte.commers;or to them that return,Jer,3, 
12,£.20033.10.d0e),2,12,13.Heb.7.25 10h, 5.40. | 
3. If anbelief be nothing elfe bua de parting trom: 
j od, faith can be nothing elf but 2. com ming unto’ 
God : burthat is thenature of unbeliefe, Hed. 3.12. 
Heb.t0.38. l0h,6,64.6 5:66.67.68.69, Loh, 12 
ee 8.39.40, The Lords great plot isto gather all 


iselect under the wings of Chrilt, AZaith, 2 3.97% 
Eph, 19, Lo, and therefore cals them tocome un. 
der themmby the voyce ofthe Gafpel, The coming 
Juoder them therefore can be nothing elfe but Sank 

Ch Wee ot Oy | 2 the 


SN 


faved by him? | 


tion of Faith, that ic is the comming of the whole | 
foulunto Chritt, Never did any yetcome to Chrift | 
and receive him with their whole foules, with al 
their haarts, but they had fruition of him, and blefl- 
ednefieby him; Faith therefore is notthe comming 
of the foul, but the coming of the whele foule unto 
Jefus Chrift ; and this youmay beeftablifht inupon| 
‘\thefeground,, = _ > : er 
_y. TheScripture exprefly calls for this, Pr0.3.5 
Tvuft inthe Lordwith all thy heart, Atts8.37.\ 
Af thou beleeveft with thy heart thou{halt befaved 
| Joel, 2.13. Turne unto the Lord with all your | 
hearts, Ler. 29, 13. You fhall finde the Lordwhen: 
youfecke him with your whole hearts, Aswhenwe 
‘\havea gteat gift to beftew, and we ask a poor ma 
to whom we intend togive it, whether hee will ac- | 
leeptof it erno e Yes, faithhe, withall my heart; fo} 
*cishere, the Lord askes thefe he intends to beftow | 
his Son upon,and faithto them, You have lived thus |) 
long without him, and thus long abufed him, wil 
| you now have him, and accept of him ? Yes Lor 
with all my heart ; thisisallthe Lord requires, Dot 
the Lord require no more of me,but tocome? Lord 
this yoyceis moft {yweer, I come with all my hear 
WTcome, i 2, Be 


The Seuud. Beleever. 

2.Becaufe Chrift is worthy of the whole heart,a# 
mutt bee fold away to buy this fie/d, this treafure, 
Mat.1 3,44. Hethat lovethfat her or mother more 
then me, 1 not worthy of mee, A filthy luft, a bafe 
harlot hath had thy whole heart,and do{t thou thinke 
the Lord Chrift willhave it divided? is not one heart 
toolicrle forhim ? are no ten thouland foulsto few 
-|toembrace him,or cleave to him ? 3. Becaufe with- 

out this your coming to him is but faigned, Jer. 3.10 
‘| They returnto me not withtheir whole heart, but 
| faig zedly, To cleayeto Chriftand a luft, to Chritt, 
| and a proud heart, cannot be unfaigned Faith, to 
goe to your Juftsin time of peace, and. fly to Chrift 
| in times of excreamity, is damnable hypocrifie, 
| When contcience troubles you, you then goe to 
| Chriftte eafe you, and when your unruly wills and 
| lufts troubles you, you goe to the worldtoeafe you, 
| and fo your hearts are divided , and you come not 
| wholly and onely unto Chrift for reft. Beleeve it, it 
| is fucha Faith by which you may,as Samed did on 
Sauls garment, take hold of him, butthe Lord will 
| never take hold of you. Set a branch inthe ftock, 
if it ftayesloofely in it, it will wither intimae; and 
| chisis the great Caufe of withering Chriftians, and 
of fo many Apoftates in thefe evill times. Thole 
| thatcame to Chrift, John 6. and followed him for 
| atime, but afterward fell away, ver. 66. what was 
the reafon of their fall ? vx, when they were often- 
| ded at Chrift,chey knew whether to go from Chrift; 
) bur what faith Peter 2 Lord, Whither [hould we go? 
ver.68, If you lay the pipesthat are to convey water 
| from a full founeain, but onefoot, or one inch fhort 
of it, there cannot_bee any water derived from 
\thence, Ob beloved, what is the reafon, that many 
a mans faith doth him no good, derivesno life, {pirit, 
_{bloud, efficacy, peace, power from the Lord Jefus? 
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’ isi becaufe Chriftisa dey Chrift, and unwillingto. 


‘communicate ? No, no, the wound ts in theirfaich, 
‘that pipe is laid bat halfe way to him, they fall one | 
footthort of him, their fouls come, but their whole | 


| foulss doe notcometo him, and hence they never | | 


reach Chrift ; they lye not in Chrift, and therefore 


rreceive not from Chrift, Chrift is precious, (here | | 


-{ whichonly fhe fhallhavea bill of divorfe, . 


there fouls come) but not exceeding precious, preci | 
cufnc fe itfelfe, as the wordis, 1 Pet,2.7. (here the} 
whole foul doth not come) they cleavere Chrift,& |}! 
reftupon Chrift, (here their foulscome) but they || 

cleave not to C fz only, (chus their whole fouls do | 


fnot come.( 4, Ifthe whole foul by unbcleefdeparts} 


from God, then the whole foul mut returne and 
comeagainunio God ae 
5. Ifthe wantofthis be the great caufe why men | 
are rejected-of God, thenthe whole foule mufire=| 
‘teurn tohim: » but this isthe caufe why allmen unde 
i che meanesare rejected of God, Lfraclwoulanon 
oj me, t,e+ would not be contentalone with mee, | 
twould not take gritet contextmentin me, (asthe} 
‘Hebrew word fignifies,) the Lord was not good 'e- 
tnough for them ;° bur their hears went out from: 
ee to other things, and theretorethe Lord gave | 
them uptotheir own heartstaf? andthey walked in|) 
[thee own counfels, The woman that forlakes the 
ft enide of her youth, and fets her heart as much upon | 
ocher men asher husband, is an Adulrerefle’, for} 
6, Becaufe as the Gofpel firft reveales Chrift to 
the minde, and then offers hit tothe will; fo faith 
which runs parallel with the Gofpell, firft fee 
iC hrift, (there the mind, one partot the foul, goe 
out) chen receives Chrift gladly, (there the other’ 
‘part,the willgoes out)& forhe whole foul comes to |), 
| Chrift, The Gefpelcomestoallthe Elec, firft in 
. - a . - grea 
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greatclearnes & evidence of thetruth 


3.24. With 
\ which the willis drawn,8 fothe whole foul cores 

unto Chrift: for the'Get pel is nor only true,but glad 
tidingsto allthe elect, efpecially when humbled ac 
Gedsfeet, 1 Tim. 1,15, 2xwhows, friththe Apo- 


And this is 

the reafon why faving faith (as it is called) doch not 
look only toa bareteftimony andaffent unto it, as 
“humane faith doth; becaufe inthe Gofpel not only. 
divine truth is propounded to the mindeto affent 
ubtos buraninfinite and eterria] good is offered to 
the heart and willofman to embrace,and thence it 
J isthac ic 18 not lufficient for a Chriftianto beleeve 
God or to beleeve Chrift, but he mutt alfo belceve 
in hima, orelfe he cannot be faved; the ob jeat ot be- 
| Ieevine of him being verum, or truth; the obje& 
jot the fecond,boxumz, or good : take heed therefore 
#° poor loft finner, undone in its owne eyes for ever, 
geot knowing what todo, wnlefleic be colye waa 
| “ae | j f ; { ‘ 2 an 


f : 


= 


and lye ftifl ac Gods feet as worthy of nothing, 
but bell ; what doth the Lordnow doe ? the Lord ||" 
Chritt by his Gofpeli firft lets in a new light , ) 
Jand it fecs the Lord Jefus there bleeding before |. 
its eyes, and held forth as 4 propitiationtoallthat | 
belceve, to all chat come to him; the minde feces | 
this my{tery,this exceeding rich grace and free mer- | 
cy,and thinkes happy arethey that fhare in thismer- | 
Tey, but will the Lord look upon {uch a nothing as T?})| 
| canfuch infinite treafures be my portion ? the Lord |), 
therefore calls and bids him comeaway and enter in-] 
tothe poflefhion of its Thy fins indeed are great ih 
faith the Lord, yetremember, bloud-thirfty Afa-|) 
nafeh, perfecuting Pant, was pardoned; Nay re-|)) 
member my grace is free, for whole fake I invite}! 
thee : I befeech thee to come in, thy wants in eed |i, 
aremany , yet remember. that thou haft therefore || 
che more necd & more caule to come,and that iris I] 
that have made thee empty & poor on purpofe, that | 
thou mighteft come : iristrue, [have an eternal pur-| 
pole to exélude many choufands from mercy, yet 
my purpofe isunchangeable, never to caft off any}, 
that doe come for ir; Inever did ic yet, [ willnot do}; 
it unto thee, if thou doft come ? itistrue many oa 

i 


prefiime, yer itis no prefum ption, but duty to obey} 
iny great command ; and it isthe greateft fin chat e*|, 
ver thou didft, or canft commit; now to reject it, 
and retulethiserace 3 come therefore poore, nl 


loft, undone creature, Hercupomthe heart and willl 
ccme,and reft,and roll the mielyes upon thefe bow- i 
clszand there reft, thus the whole foul ccmes, && chis 
I fay againis Faith. uft as it is withthe load-ftone 

| drawing the iron, who would think that iron fhouk 
be dgawn by it 2 but there ig a fecret-vertue comin 
from the {tone which drawes ic, and io it comes: 

iis united to it; fo who would think that ever fucha 

! | i 
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‘on heavy earthy heart fhould be drawne unto [ 

shrift ? yet che Lord lets outa fecret vertue of truth Ae 
id{weetneffe from himtelf, which drawes the foule Hel 
» Chrifé, and fo itcomes, ) n 4 
May not the confideration of this beeof great i 
onfolation to thofe that want affurance, and there- ay 
pre thinke they haye no faith? Ohremember that a 
‘thou commedt unto Chrift, asthat poore woman . 
f Cazaaz, thee had no affurance fhee fhould be aa) 


elped of Chrift, nay Chrift tells her to her teeth, 
jat hee would cot caf? childrens bread to luch dogs,). 
ict fheecameto him, ‘and looked up to free mer- 
7, andclafprabout him and would notaway; you 
Jillfay, Was this Faith ? yes, our Saviour him- 
Ife profeffeth it before menand Angels, Oh great 
thy faith, Alatth.1§, 28. | 
1 So I fay unto all you poore Creatures whom the 
Jord hath humbled, and made vile in your ewne 
res, unworthy of childrens bread as dogs; yea you 
ok up unro, and reft upon mercy with your whole 
+ @ this is. precions Faith in the account of 
Bheift, Briers 
ie not fhall] know when the whole foule comes Objert, 
Chriit 2 Beau 
When the eye of the foule fo fees Ch ift, andthe 
part fo embracethand refteth upon Chrift,as that it | 
ftethin Chrif&,; as in its portion and all-fufficient 
pod s many reftupon Chrift thacdo norreft in him, 
Batis, chacarenot abundantly fatisfied with him ; 
iid hence their fouls go out of Chriftto other things | 
B perfect their rett, & fo their hearts are divided be- 
Ween Chrift and otherthingss O fear this, faiththe 
Ipoftle, lef? there being a promiipe lefi ws of entring 
Ietohis veft, any of yor fall[bort of it ; for (faith he) 
We that have betecved do exter intoreft ver.3.{o fay 
FO you;ofall Heloont. Fat this,lett when you come 
\ en i to 


Heb.4, | 


a 
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to Chrift, and reft upon C brift for life and falvati-[ 
tion, thac youreftnot in Chrift : J tell you, faith 


° i PD Pe |! 
Chrift to thofe that cameto him, and were conftant 


i 


followers of him, John 6.53. Except you eat the | 
flelb & dvinge the bloud of the Son of God, you have 
no lifeinyous whatisthis eating and drinking ? "| 
rily, ipping and cafting is not properly eating and), 
drinking, tafting your meat will not fatisfie you,and 
therefore will not nourith life in you; to eate and 
drinke Chrift isto receive him, as to fauate and fatis 
fie the foule with him ¢ toquench al] your defires,) 
your hungting and chirfting in him; untill thy foule), 
laich, ashe faid in another cale, #f 2s exough that jo. | 
feph tives, fo Lord 1 have cnough now I have this 
love, chis grace of Chriftro be my portion; now youl, 
re{t in Chrift, For iftherc be fome great gooda man} 
enijoyes, if there be any goed wanting init, icis 
not pofible that his whole heart fhould be fet upon) 
it » Ex: gr:a man hath food, burif he wants cloths,, 
and his bread willnot cloath him, his whole heart, 
will notbe fetupon his foad , butupon that which 
may cloath him alfo ; fo onthe contrary ifthere be: 
an eminent good, whereinhee findesallinone, ne 
good out of it, that is wanting in it; it is certai 
that the whole foule is carryedafter this good; 
ishere, whenthe foul fo comes to Chrift, as that 
comes for all good to him, and fo findes all good in, 
bim, that hee now onely fupports the finking foul, 
verily the whole foule isnow come, becaufe as 
felt before it cameall wants and evills out of h 
{o now it finds all fulneffe in him, and whither th 
the wholefoule be carryed but after fuch a goo 
whenthe Lord callsto the fouleto come and take: 
with nothing, take all er nothing. And hereu 
litcomesand drinkes, as it ellie 2 37. fatishi 
it {elte there and profeffing, Lord 1 now defir 
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nore, Ihave enough. Oh brethren, what faith there 
sews men atthisday I} cannor tell, butthis I am 


ure was eAbraham faith, Gen,17,2. and: Davids 
uth, 2 Sam, 23.5. and Peters faith, John, 68, 
ind Payls faith, V Ail, 3.8.9. Gal,6,14, Wheithe 
ule thus re{ts upon the rock Chrift,the gates of helt 
hay avail, but never prevail againtt{ucha one : he 
me out of all for this pearl, andthis abundantly 
‘compenceth all his loffes, fuch a one hath Chrift 
s owne,and fhall never be deprived of him again ; 
¢ Lord never gives his eleet any reft out of Chrift, | 
atthey may finde reft at lat in Chrift, Whenthus 
? foule is entered into reft, the whole foulis: drawn | 
ré, and this is the great reafon why many men fa- 

ous in their generations and times inthe eyes ofo-| 
"tS for Paiths yee rocten ac the heart, and thence 
n Apoftates, one proves covetous, another ambi- 
4S, another voluptuots, another growes conccipt- 
s another growescontentious,another growes for 
Il, Whatisthe reafon of this? verily they did reft 
on Chrift, but did never finde reft in Chrift, and 
frcfore: their whole foule neyer came to hitn; 
friftafcer {ome timeof profeffion grew a dry and 
non Chrift unto them,though at firft they won- 
athim, and hee was very {weetunto them ; and 
ethey departed from him,asfromanempty dry 
nn Sum mer time, where they found nothing to 
ffthem : but the Lord Jefus carryes it towards 
ne faithfull; as Elkanah did towards Haxab ; | 
eh ft e Wasina fit, much vexed and troubled for 


tof 


of children, yer becaule heloyed herexcced+ 


early, hee quiets her againe with this, e. minot 
‘ter unto thee then ten founes 2? {o though they 
beunquiet for (ome odde fitsfor want of many 


Hs >_yet becaufe Chrift loves them, he brings 
| SNES RS I Se ae them 
i— 

\ 
| 


athach ferthe whole world at his lieéls, and fold] 
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chem back unto their re(t,faying, etm not 1 6 
ter then all friends, all creatures, all abilitses, ab}, 
fpiritual created excellencies ? and hereby they find! 
re(ttotheirfoulesinbimagaing aa 

But isthere any Beleevers heart fo knicunto Chrift}) 
bur that there isa heart alfo after other vanities ? doe); 
they finde fach ref{tin him, as that they finde no dif); 
quiethnefe ? is there not an unregenerate patt and 
much unbeleef remaining? is any mans faith made 
perfect thatthe whole foul muft come, er elle there, 
jsnotrue Faich ? ; oy oa 


Itistrue, there is an unregenerateand a regenerate, 


1 
partina godly man, but not 4 heart and a heart (tt c 
‘noteof a wicked manin Scripture phrafe) ‘there are, 
difquietings inthe hearts of Saints after that they Dg| 
in Chrift, even Solomon himfelf may fometime feck: 


out of Chrift for ret inhis orchards and gardens, 
knowledgé and wildome ; yetthere ts a great diffe, 
rence betweene thele chat are in che Saints arifin) 
from the unregenerate part, and chofe that be in th, 
wicked, arifing from a heart anda heart, ora doubl, 
heart;and this difterence is chiefly feenin two thin at 
A double minded man, who hatha doule heat 
makesnot a daily warre againit chat heart which & 
ries him away from refting onely in Chrift-: 
Chrift quietshis confcience, and the world comiol 
his heart, Chrift gives him fome reft; and beeat 
this is not full, his heart runs out tothe creature, al 
tohisluftsfor more; and fo betweene them both 
hath reft, and he is quieted with this, becaule 
feeles what hee fought for : and therefore he 
needs have Chrift, elfe hisconfcience cannotb 
et, and he muft needs have his lufts, hiseafe, a 
world too, elf hisheart is moftunquiet; but let 
have both,he is now quiets Aeah 3.11. The 
teach for hire (here the world quiets thena)7 


|| 


1 the Sound Beleever — 
willlean upon the Lordtoo, becaufe this alfo com- 
fortsthem; whatdothey doe? dothey make warre 
again{t this wefull frame ? No, no, but bleffe them- 
{telyesinit, faying, Ne evil [hall come to us; buta 
poore beleeyer whofe heart isupright, it istrue, there 
‘are many runnings out of his heare after other yani- 
ties, and muchunquictneffe of f{pirit, yet the regene- 
rate part makes war againtt thefe, as Gods enemies, 
and the difturbersof the peace of Chrifts Kingdom. 
Pfa. 42. David profefleth, hz tears were his meat 
day and night ver.3 and his heart was wofully fank 
and fallen, yet what doth he ? firfthe chides himfelf; 
‘Why art thou calt dowa,oh my foul? and then fecond- 
ly he makes his mone tothe Lord of it, v. 5.6..Lord 
my foul is caft down, oh Lord pity me ; you {hall tee 
alfo, P(a.73.2. his eyes were dazled with the glory 
of the world and the wicked init , chat he had a/mzoft 
forfaken God; yet within alittle while after he gets in- 
co the Santtuary of God, and then loaths himfelfe for 
{uch bruitifh and toglifla thoughts, and | ofeth with 
| Godagain, faying, Whom have I in heaven or earth 
butthee,v.25, Allthe out-runnings ofthe hearts of 
‘the faithftil & their difquiernes of fpirittherby, make 
them ro returneto their reft again, and give them the 
i more reft inthe conclufien : David was a Bird out 
i of his neft for a time, & therfore when he confidered 


from hell, returns again, & faith, Returue to thy reft, 
oh my foul ; Pf.25.13.itis {aid, hes foul [hal dwell at 
‘eafe,or (asthe word fignifies) (hal lodge in gooduefs 
feme hard worke full of trouble, fome ftrong luff, or 
fad temptation, deferticn affliction, the Lord exercl- 
I (eth the foul withall for {ome time,and fo long as the 
@ foul is in heavinefsand much wearineffe of fpirit, as 
itis, 1 Per. 1,6. yet when this dayes work 1s done, 
B whenthe finis fubdued,& the temptation hath hum- 
| : Es a bled 


how the Lord had faved his eyes from tears,his foul 
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bled bim, then a Beleeyers foule fhall lodge in good" 


nefle 5 he fhall have an eafie bed, and’ fote pillow | 
reft on atnight; when hayethe faithful fweerer naps! 


in Chrifisbofome, then after foreft troubles, longs! 
eft ecliples of Gods pleafed face? when doe the it { 
fouls¢leaye cloferto the Lord , then when they are}! 
ready to forfake the Lord,and the Lord them 2 Cer-|/ 
tainly fire is wholly carryed upward, wh en thadh 

| greaterHlame; Peter falls from Chrift, yet he is Pea! 
ter,a {tone cleaving moft clofe unto Chrift,aboye all 


other the Apoftles, becaufe his fall being greater, his! 
} faith clave the cloler tothe Lord Chrift for ever after 
i never clave founfepas|' 


his fall, wherein he did! 


flowers, whole beat ) 

a time; but they wie! 

and thereforethe longer he’ 
findes inthefe things, and? 
contentment therein: the Lord 
dinances grow more flat and dry! 


rejoyce (as fohus hearers, , 
ning and {hinting lights. ye 
at laft he difcovers himlelf, 
{ingto Disreft, 
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aith ¢ The whole foule commeth to Chiilt, For 
Chrift and ak his benefits 5 and this is the end ot 
7aith, or ofa Beleevers comingunto Chrift : the end 
of Faith is fomecimes expreft by a generall word 
Life, Lobe §,40- but you mult remember thachere- 
by is meant the Lord of life firlt, and fo allthe blet- 
ingsof life. The falinefleand hypocrifie of Chrifts 
ollowersappeared in this, John 6,26. you feck me, 
aith Chrift, for Leaves, that was their end; as many 
. one in thefe dayes it they be in outward mifery, 
eeke unto Chriltfor outward mercy, cors in time |. 
pf famine, health in time of: fickneflle, peace upon a- 
1y tearms in time of warre; and if they beinany 
:warddiftrefle, now they feeketo Chrift for com- 
#; and quiet, and folike many fick Patients defire 
he Phyfitian, not to haye him marryedtothem,but 
otfome of his Phyfick onely, to be healed by him: 
put what faith cur Saviour to thefe perfons, ver. 27. 
Labour net for the meat that periheth, what fhould |. 
yetthe end of their labour then ? hetelsthem, bat for 
is breadthat endures to everlafting life; what is 
his bread#fee the 33435 & 48. verses, he tels them, 
' anethe bread cf lafe; feck for me therfore,come for 
ae; and looke as none can haye lite fromthe bread, 
nlefle he firft feed uponthe bread it elf fo none ¢an 
ave any lifeor benefit from Chrift that comesnot 
icft to Chrift for Chrift, Conceive of this thus: God 
n Chrift is the compleat object of Faith under a 
ouble notion ; Firft, as fifhetent, in being all wee 
ant unto us; Secondly, as cfficient,in communica- 
Neal tous, and doing allforus, In the firft relpect, 
e is El/baddai,in his promife ; inthe fecond refpect, 
cis Jehovah, Exo, 6, 3+ in making good bis all-fut- | 
cient promite ; hence faith comes to him for a dou= 
He end, firft that he would give himfelf & be allto its} 
}condly ,. char he would communicate all his ble!- 
| | L 4 7 '  fings } 


The Sound Beleever. 
fings and the benefits alfo, and{odoe all for ic. 
inthe covenant of Grace, the Lord dothnot onely}! 
promifea new heart; pardon of fin; withthe reft of 
thofe {piritual benefits, but, alfohimlelfe, J will bee) 
their God, and they {ial be my people. Hence Faith}' 
comes firit for that which the Lord principally pro-}' 
mifeth, viz, God him felf, and chen for all che rett of 
thofe heavenly and glorious benefits; and hence itig;}' 
ifany man come for Chrift himfelt wichout his bene" 
fits, & regard not the conyeyance of them, asthe Fa-! 
milifts at this day doe, who abolifh allinherent gra-/! 

'|ces, and fome ef them all ordinances, beeaufe Chrift}! 
is allto them ; or if any coine for the benefits of || 
Chrift without Chrift himfelf} as many among our} 
felyesdoe, who never accountthem{elves happy in| 
him, but onely by fome abilities they receive fromi}| 
him; neither efthefe aome witha fingle eye, nor fixe} 
aright end in their clofing with Chrift: you muft} 
r{t come for Chrift himafel fe,and fo for allhis bene-) 

{Se ois , | 

For eftablifhiing your hearts in which truth, cone! 


fider thefe things. ie 
t, Confider what drives any manto Chrift, Is 
not fenfe af wantsno main ching 2? nowwhat area! 
Chriftians wants, whenthe Lord hath humbled him? 
are they nor,firft,want of Chrift ;and fecondly,ofall 
the benefits of Chrift? vz, righteoufines, peace, pars! 
don, grace, glory, /04.1 6.9, Ifthereforethe foulso 
allche elest teela wantof both, doth not Faith com 
(to. Chrift for both 2 Joh, 4, 10. /f thom kneweft the| 
‘ofc of God, (4, e. the worhof him, andthy wantot 
him) thot wowldeft aske, and he would givethee) 
water oflife, —~ - . ers: | 
- 2, Whar doththe Lord offer inthe Golpel ?is it) 
[Hot firit Chrift himfelt, andthenall che benefits of, 
| pe PEL 96.7. To 0s a Son wborne,to us a Son 


> 


— 


‘ 
| 
i 


és given; inthe receiving therefore of Chrift by faith, , 
what fhould the foulaymat, but thatit may have the 
Sonne himfelf, and fo all his benefits wich him ? 
3. Can any man have eternall life; that not onely 
th not the benefits flowing from the Son, butthat 
wants the Sonne himielf? Iam fure the A poftle ex- 


i£ 


hath life, kethat hath not the Sonne hath not life’ 
Faith therefore muft come for Chrift himfelfe : 
asin marryagethe woman confents firft co haye the 
‘man,and foto haye all other benefits that will aecef~ 
{arily follow upon this, 


things - Firft, union to Chrift; Secondly ,communi- 
onwith Chrift, Faith therefore piccheth firft upon 
Chrift himfelf thatit may have fure & certain union 
to him (for cur union isnot unto any of the benefits 
flowing tousfrom Chrift ;_ wee are noturaited unto 
forgivenels of fins, nor p2ace of con{cience, nor holi- 
nes, &c. butuntothe perfon ofthe Son ef God him- 
felt) & then fecondly, cometh, forthe communicati- 
| on ofallthe benefits arifing only from union;as Pax! 
Phil.3.9.10,eftcems ad things dung lofs firlt, to 
be foundin him, hat fo he might have his righteou{- 
nes in jultification,e feel the power of hrs death and 
refurvetleon in fanctification,&c, In one word,Faith 
firft buys the pearl ic felf, & then feeksto be inriched 
by it;it finds thetreafure of grace, glory ,peace,mer- 
cy,favour,teconciliation in C hrift, but then buys the 


might be with hinsto fee hes glory, f ohn24.17. and 


1) 6 th defiresfirlt to have him,& be for ever withhim, | 
|| @ foto partake of that glory «the Lords great plot is} 


hir{t ro perfect che Saintsin C hrift, Col.2,10, Je are 
compleat in him;then to make them like to Chrift by 
: com- 


prefly affirmsit, 1 ohn 5.126 Hethat hath the Son | 


__ 4. The happineffe ofall the Saints confiftsintwe+| 


| field ic felfe, that it may have the treafurealfo, A/a.) 
1-13.44, The Lord Chriftsgreat defire is, chat af hes | 
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comunicating life,grace,psace, glory from him, Co's | 
3,3-4. 1 Loh, 3.1.2. Faith thertore firft quiets its fel if 
iy him, then feeksfat life from him ; itcomes firft for 

C hrift, and then for allthe benefitsof Chrift, 4} | 

Ob that this crach were well confidéred how would] 
i ditcoyer abundance of rotten counterfcic faith in} | 
the world, fome feeking for peace and comfort,and} |. 
and catching at promifes without feeking firtt to} | 
have the perton ef Chrift him(elf : #2 whow onely ahl\ |, 
the promifes are Yea, and Amen. Others defpifing |) 
che benefits of Chrift, efpecially grace, holinefle,and | |, 
lifefromhim ; becaufe (tay they} Chraft alin al} | 
cothem, Askthern, Have you any grace, change of | | 
heart, 8c ? tufh / what doe youtell them of repen- | 
cance, and faith, and holinefle? they have Chrift,and | | 
chat is fufficient ; they have the fuftance, what {hould ; 
they doe now with {hadowesof Ordinances, Mini- | |: 
fteries,or Sacraments? they have all graces in Chrift, | | 
why fhould they look either for being of, or evidence] | 
rom any grace inherent inthemfelves? they havea] | 
lrving holy head, but Chrifts body they fay is a dry{ 
Skeleton, a dead carcaffe, & they are but dry bones] 
and 1s it fo indeed? then look that God fhould fhort-} 
ly bury thee out of hisfight; afluredly you that want} 
and defpife the benefits coming from him, fhalne-] , 
ver haye partnor portion in bim at the great day of] 
Account; Chrift isa Saviour to fave men from their | 
frxnes; not to fave men and their finnes; Chrikk is) 
King, and Prieft of his Church, holy and feparated} 
from faxes, Heb.7. 26, and if you have any part} . 
-{or portion in him, hee hathmade you Kézgs anal” 
| Prieffs aitoto God and his Father, and hath not lef} 

youin your pollutien, but waht you from it ix bush 
own blood, Rev.t.§.6. The law ef God zs written on) 
the heart of Chrift, P{a.40.8, with Heb, 10.5.6.7. 
and if ever he wraps you up in the covenant of Grace 


"The Sonnd Beleever. 
be will write his Law in your hearts alfo, Heb,8.10, 
Letalideluded Familifts tremble at this, that in 
advancing Chrift himfelte and free grace, abolifh 
and defpile thofe heavenly benefits which flow ftom 
him, untoall the Eleét, Le heals mourn over 
themfelves, that haye with much affliction beenc 
{ceking after Chris benefits, peace of con{cience, 
holineffe of heare and life, promifes ro affure them 
of eternal glory, but have not fought firftto embrace 
and haye the perfon of the Lord Jefushiméfelf. 
_ Ohcome, come therefore unto the Lord Jefus 
for Chrift bimfelfe, and for all his benefits ; I fay for 
A& his benefits. This is that which the Apoftle 
prayes for with bended knees for the Ephefians, 
thatthey might (noctake ina little, but) compre- 
hendthe height, dept hlengt h,breath of C hrifts love, 
that fothey might be filled with ak the fulueffe of | 
God. This is that which our Sayiour exprefly with 
much vehemency ¢alls for, John 7. 37. Let allthat 
rhirft come unto me, and dranke; not fp andtaftea 
/ittle,as Reprobates and Apoltatesdo, Heb, 664.5¢ 
but drtzke, and driake abundantly, asic is Cant. 5. 
1, And obferve it, that upon thele very termes the 
Lord tenders grace and mercy, Rom, 5,17. the A- 
poftle doth not fay; al that recetve a little, but a- 
[oendance of grace, |hallreigne by righteoufnelfe un 
ito eterzal Life, Open thy month wide and I will fil 
yt, Pfal,8r, 11,12, And moft certainly this isone 
principal] difference between the Faith of the Blea 
jend the reprobates, (and if I miftakenot, the piinci- 
}pal the Elect clofe withChrift for thatend,for whieh 
the Father offershim, whichis, that they might pof= 
fefle his Son,andall his benefits, and therefore come 
poorand empty, forall ; the reprobate come net for 
all,but for fo much and no morethen will ferve their 
own turre; in mifery they would have Chrift co deli- 
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verthem, but what care they for fpirituall mercies ? 
Jin crouble of confcience, or after their foule falls in-| | 
to filehy Jufts and finnes, they come to Chrift to for- 
give them and comatort them, but what care they for 
holineffe and a new nature 2? fome fins they would 
haye Chri fayechem from, but they regard notre-|| 

emption from all; they cannot come to Chrift,that] 
all the powers of darkneffe may be. perfectly fubdu- 
Jed, thac their. own finnes, and telyes, conceipts, and 
wills, may be led away captive by this mighty Con-| 
querer ; that Chrift in ail his auchority, grace, peace, })) 
ate, glory, might be for ever advanced in them andj| 
by them. Je was e4w/fins complaint in bis time}| 
of many of his hearers, that Chrzftum affequi, to| 
haye Chrilt was pleafing cothem; but fequz Chriff-|/| 
um, to follow Chiift, this washeayy. To clofe with} 
Chrifts perfon, isfweet tomany; but to clote with 
his will, and to come co him that he would give them 
a heartcolye.under ia, this benefit they defire not. 
Ail Chrift: is ufelefle and needleffe; bur fomething | 
trom Chrift is precious to them : for the Lord Jefus| 
fake, beloved, take heed of thisdelufion; [fany ching} 
hath bene bought torus ata deare rare, and-colt} 
much); if the man fhould offer cohold any pare of it] 
back, we will not abate him any thing, we willhavel 
ic all, becaufe ic coft deare; T tell you paxdon of finne, | 
peace with God, the adoption of fons, the fpirit off 
grace, perfeyerance to the end, the kingdome of glo- 
ry, the richesof mercy, haye beene bought for you] 
by a deare and great price , the precious blood of} 
Chrift:; and therefore if the juftice of Ged fhould} 
held back any thing, or thy own beleef tellthee hele } 
dre too greatand many for {0 vile a creature asthou’ 
artreenjoy, yet abate the Lord nothing; fay thou’ 
art vile, yet Chrilts blood that bought not fome, but | 
allthefe, is very precious, and therefore take thermall 
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-\to thy telf,as thy portion for ever,and ble(fe the Lord, 
|as David doth, P{a,16.7, that gave thee this coun- 

fel. Whiles you are in peace, it may bee you may 
[neglect fo great falyation ;. but the time of diftrefle 
\and anguifh may come wherein you may feelaneed 
of all, even of thofe hidden depths of mercy above 
fyour reachand reafon; and therefore, as Bees, ga- 
{cher in your honey in fummer time, and with Jofeph 
‘|lay up in thefe times of plenty, wherein the exceed- 
{ingrichesof grace is opened and poured out at your 
heels, for thofe times of approaching famine, and for 
_[cthofe many years of fpirttua!l defertion and diftrefs, 
|| wherein you may thinke, can it ftand with the hon- 
our of God to fave fucha poore finfull creature as ] 
am ? what iron heartis not drawne by this love, for 
the Lord to invite you to pofleffe 4// or nothing ? 
Dives in hell was defirous of a drop to coole his 
-}tongue , and behold the very depths and Seas of 
grace are opened for thee to come in and partake 
of, if the Lord Jefus fhould be offered unto thee to 
pardon fome finnes, but not all, to pardon all fins, 
but not to healethy nature alfo; or to heale fome 
_|back-flidings, but net all ; to itupply thy {pirituall 

| wants, but nor outward alfo,as may be beft for thee; 
| for to fupply outward, but not inward and {pirituall ; 
Tif hee fhould offer to doe theegood in this life, but 
| | notip death nor after death,you might refufe to come 
in; butwhen allis offered, all that mercy, which 
| no eyeever {aw to pity thee; all that loye where- 
with etbraham, David, Paul, &c. were em- 
braced, now ro refufeto comeupand poffeffe thele ; 
| |how can youefcape the foreft vengeance of a jealous 
Ged, that neglect fo great falyation ? Oh Lord! 
|_| what extremity of anguifh and bitrernefle wiltthou 
one day beein, when the contempt of this grace, 
glowing upon thy confcience , thrall preffe thee 
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| wow let thy fervant depart in peace, for mine eyes\| 
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ry, but I might have had 42 Gods grace, all Chrifts} 


if your owne good hereby {hould not draw you, yet| 
cheexceeding great glory the Lord {hall have theres |} 


makesthy heart break forth intoa holy boafting and} 


which the Lord freely offers, fhould not the Lord] 


taing thy felfechen, without crying out, Ob Lord | 


| 


have feen, and my foule hath now pofleffion ofthy | | 
falvation ? would{tnot call to the hills, and Seas, | 
and Earth,and Heavens,and Saints, and Angels, tof 


But what have I to doeto come, that am fo poor, 
and empty, and full of woes,and wants, and finnes 2} 
never was any fo miferable, and blinde,and naked] 
ase bo tety Op itty # 


‘down with thefe thoughts, Tam now under all mile: | 


glory, but wretchthat Tam, I would nor. Methinks] 


by, fhouild force you to accept of all this grace; for || 
if chow didft receive alittle grace,beleeyea little mer- || 
cy toward thee,this makes thce fometime exceeding ||| 
thankfull, dethitnoc? and the yery hope of more}! 


gloryingin Chrilt, Who 2 4 God like unto thee? Sup-|| 
pofe therefore youdrank inall, andreceived all chat |! 


break: forth into glorious praifes, & bleffe this God, l | 
h 
p 


i 


| 


If Faith commeth for all to Chrift, and fetcheth all] | 
from him, then never bedifcouraged becaufe thou] 
haft nothing to begin unto him; letall chy wants and] 
| miferies be argumentsand motivestherfore to come | 
untohim, Rev. 3.17.18, Becaufethou art poore | | 
affe Cted with it,therefore comeunto me,and bay eye.) | 
falve,and gold, & white rayment. ad Bs 


Lord pardon my| 
Gw,faith David becan{e it 2s great: have mercy up| > 
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snnnmerable evils have compalfed merodabout.| 


one, for I amconfumed weih grief, & amintroud 
ble, Let mercy e truth com innaby preferve me,for 2, 
ee 
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unto the Lord, becanfe he hath wounded us, lama 
dogge, therefore let me haye crums, faid the Wo- 
man of Cazaaz: Ohthis is crofleto fenteand rea- 
fon, and we cannot beleeve while we are fo excecd- 
‘ing poore, empry, vile, that che Lord fhould looke | 
uponus; but beloved, youtittle thinke what wrong. 
youdo to yourfelves, & the Lord Jefushereby for} 
by this meanes Chrift isnot fo much exalted, nor the 
creature humbled, both which coneurring in Faith, 
make thofe aCtsef faith moft precious ; for while 
you ftand upon fomething, and would have fome- 
thing to bring co Chrift, you hereby exalt your felyes; 
‘but when you come with fenfe of nothing elfe bur 
wocs and wants, andfee Chrift now making of you 
welcome, Oh thisis not onely mercy, but rayith- 
ing mercy. If you fhould come with fenfeof fome- 
whatto Chrift, andro fee hisloyeto you; youmight 
plorifie mercy in theheight, andlength, and breadth 
of it, but not in the depth of ic, unlefle you fee ir 
reaching its hand:to you, when youare fallen into 
fo low and poore a condition as nothingnefle and 
emptiuefle , and mifery ir felfe, And: therefore 
do noecometo Chrift only for the benefits of the co- 
} venant, but for the condition of italfo, when you fee]. 
want of Faithit felf,as Hezebéabdid, fa. 38.1 4. 
| Lord l am opprefjed, andertake for me, i Kings’ 
97. 58. Doe not und ertake to fulfill: any part of 
the covenant, or any Condition in it, orany duey re- 
| q ired of thee, of thy felfe, but goe empty to Chritt, | 
ard fay as David, Lord 1 wilrunthe wayes of thy 
[alvation, if thou wilt fer my heart at liberty, Pfal.\ 
11943233. Quicken me, and/I willcall upon thy 
es ne, Pfal.80.18, Be ftrongin the Lord, and the 
power of hismighr, butnotoftthine owne, Bad 
_ Burlcome forall, andamneyera whit the better, 
bucas poor and miferable till asever Iwas, - 


ll 
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If the Lord keeps you poor and low, yetthe fame f 
\motive that made thee come, let it make thee {tay 5) 
it may be the Lord fees thou wouldit grow full and 
lifted up if he fhould give thee alittle, and therefore }: 
keeps thee low ; better be humble then full & proud. }; 
Let us goe unto the Lord, becaufe he hath wounded, | 
broken,and (lain us, Butthey might object, We doe} 
come, butfinde no help, no cure. It may be fo; yet} 
itis faid, After twodayes hewillrevive ns, andthe \i 
thirdday we fhalllive inhis fight,andwe jhal know || 
him, of we {hall follow on to know him, ver. 6. His 
goings forth are prepared as the morning, it may be) 
night foratime, butthe Sun of righteoufneffe will 
arjfe gradually and glorioufly upon thy foul. | 
‘| Truly brethren, when I fee the curfe of.Godup-} 
onmany Chriftians that are now grown full of their} 
parts, gifts, peace, comfortsabilitics,duties; I {tand |) 
jadoring the riches of the Lords maercy toa little |: 
handfull of poore beleevers, not onely in making} 
them empty, but in keeping of them fo alltheir days 5} 
and therefore come to the Lord peor, empty,naked, } 
nothing, curfed in che fenfe ofthy want of all things,} 
for allthings, and then receive with gladnefle, yet} 
boldnefleand holy confidence, not onely pardon oft 
fome finnes, but of all; beleeve,anfwer not to fome | 
prayers, buta(l, Embrace in thy bofome not fome} 
few promifes,bucall, Irisa great cafe of con{cience, fi 
When may achriftian takea promite eithour pre-} 
fumption as fpoken tohim, and given to bi in pare}, 
ticular? and the rule is very fweet,but certain + When [i 
hetakes all the Scripture and imbraceth it as fpoken}\ 
unto him, hee may then take any particular proper |! 
promife boldly; my meaning is, when: a Chriflian}) 
takes hold & wralftles with God for the accomplifh-{| 
mentofall the promifes of the new Teftament,when J. 
he fetsall che commands before him , as his rule and) 
Liha cs atte ee ay : compafle/ 
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the thteatnings to drive bim nearer unto Chrift 


eend of them ; thisnohypocrite can dee, this the 
i fhould doe, and by this may know when the 

rd {peaksin any particular tothem; goe I fay a- 
i therefore unto the Lord for all,and in the fenfe 
‘all your emptinefle be abuadantly comforted, that 


ugh youdo not finde fupply trom Chrift, yet you 
me unto the‘Lord Chrift for it3 ic isa certain rule, 
ju fhall notalway want that good which youcome 
Chrift to fupply, nor alway be maftered withthae 
ine which you come to Chirift with, te take away * 
iely chen befure youceme for ail ; otherwile you 
icnot come cruly + come firft for Chrift himfelfe, 
dthen fas I faid) for all his benefits, 

Toconclude ; this is the direét and compendious 


‘Gods fervants : for toliye by faith properly 1s to 
e upon the promife inthe want ofthe thing, Or to 
chen the thing in che promife, Heo.11.1. now 
: promifesare nor given to the Elect immediately 

hive Chrift, but firtt Chrift is given, #.e. offered 
ihe Gofpellandreceiyed by Faith, and then with 
§nallchingsalfo; and therfore the Scripture runs 
| ts, Lf. 5501+ 20354, (ome unto the waters and 
like, andthenI will make an everlafting (ove 
kt, (which contains allthe promifes) eveche fure 
reies of David: the Apoftleexprefly difputes the 
é and faith, Wherethere u a Teftament , (con- 
ing Evangelical promifes) there mut firft be the 
wth of the Teftator, Heb.9,1 §.16.ta whom wee 
ft firft come by Faith, betore we can hayerightto 
, promile, Heb,7.2 2.25 and 10,16,17419+2 2. 
ng jufisfied by Faith; now wee have peace with 
A,nay Wwe have acceffe to God, nay how wee are of 


23-4. all tollows the firft, 
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pet living by Faith, fo much urged and prefled] 


¢ fianding now we hope in & Slory to come, R05. : 
M ~ How 
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How fhalla Chriftiantherefore liveby Faith 2 
ly ,firft reeciye Chrift and come to hien for the er 
mention; and thén thou maift be fuce all other ct 
fhalibegiventothce, As forexample : doft w2 
ny temporal blefiing 2 fuppote it be payme 
debts, thy dayly bread, provilion for thy family 
comfortable yoke-fellow,8c, look now through 
Sc. ipruretor premifes of thefe things,and lerthy fa 


act thus; If Ged hachgiven me Chrift, thegreate] 


| bleffing, then certainly he will give me all thete {ima 
ler matters as may be good for me;burthe Lord ha 
even meC huft,and therefore I fhall noc want, PY, 
23.1 The Lord zs inj thepbeard, faith David wh: 
follows ? J halzot wani + there is the like reafom) 
all other things , fuppofe icbe in care of protecti¢ 
fromenemies, if che Lord hath given me Chrit 
| faye me ftom Hell, thenhee willlave me from t 
ficfhly enctnies much more : you {hall fee, Efay 
a promilegiven that Syria (hould no! prevail agan 
| Fudah;they doubted of this, how doththe Lord fet 
ltoaflire them 2 you fhallfee, ver. 14, itis by pry 
\mifing 4 Virgin [ballconceive and beare a Son ah 
\ his wame (bali be Emanuel ; this is a ftrange real 
(yet you may fee the reafon ef it if you confider! 
point) fo Efay 9, 5. 6. The oppreffors rod fb 
broken For unto vs a Son ts born, a Somes giv 
| faith they pur to flight the Armies of Alients 
|downthe walls of Jericho, did wonders tn the 
what did they chiefly look to inthis their Fait 
\fhal fee, Heb, 11. 39. 4a, it was by refpect 
_ 'promifeto come, and the better thing Chrift Je: 
himfelf, which we now {ee with open face;8e the 
hecoiclides, Heb, 12.1.2.3, Having {uch a’ 
‘of witneffes ghat thus lived & dyed by faith,let 
‘unto Jefusthe Arbor and finijher of onrs, T. 
phet Hababuk Hab, 2.5, affirms, thacthe J 
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live by faith; What faithis that? cenfult with the 
place, you fhall fee it was in the promile of delive: 
Som from the Chaldeantyranny., yet-the Apofile 
Paulapplies it to faich in Chriftsrighteoufnefle,and 
ae truly, becaufe if their Fach had not refpected 


nave expected any deliverance by the promile of de. 
iverance from the Chaldeans, butthus they might, 
+ <5. The{peciallground of Faith. 
The laft thing in the deféription of Faith is that the 
oule thus comes #pan the call of Cbrift in his Word ; 
ind this is the {peciall ground of Faith, wherefore the 
oule comesto Chrilt ? take a finner humbled and 
Wats for fin, he cannet prevent the Lord by com- 
ng of himfelfe unto Chrift, and therefore the Lord 
events him, by his gracious call and invitation to | 
peas in ; Whowt God hath predeftinated, them |Rom,8, 
Wath be called, our tranflation from darkneffle into |39, 
sods marvellous light is by being called, The foulis 
ftinhumiliation, the Lord Jefus who, is cometo 
uvethat which isloft, feeketh ic out in vocation, or 
: pling : San@ification isthe reftoring ofusto the I- 
fhage of God we once had inuddam,as Corruption | 9° 
| i defacing of that Image, vocation is the calling 
the foul unto Chrift,chis yoyee Adam never heard 
f; he did not need any call tocome to Chrift, and 
}erefore was immediately fanctified, as foone as he 
iag made : but we need Vocation unto Chrift, be- 
sre wecan be fanctified by Chrift; we need this call 
) makes cometo Chrift, to putus into Chrift,and 
Blerefore much more before we can receive any holi- 
#: (sfrom Chrift ; the ground of our coming by faith 
A Gods call, 2 T hef. 2. 13,14.,C bofento falvation 
Bb ough (antl: fication,(che remote end of vocation) | 
Wied belief of the truth, (thenext end of it) wherenn- 
N Le hath called yous there tsthe groundofits. _ 


| 
| 


hrift himfelfe, inthe firft place, they could never Rom I. | 
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The explication of this call isa point fullof many pir]; 
ritual! difficulties; but of fingular ufe, and comfort to} : 
them thacare faichfull and called; I {hallomit many }; 
things , and explicate only thofe things which ferve |; 
our purpofe here inthefethree particulars, = =| 
a, L fhallfhew you what this call is, or the 
‘nature of its . . } 
2, Theneceffity of it, ee | 
3. How it isa ground of coming, and what}, 
_kindeof groundfor Faith oh 
t. The nature of this Call 1 fhall open for your’ 
smore diftin& underftanding in feyerall Propofitis | 
ons, Or Thefes, Our Vocation or Calling is ever by 
fome word or voyce, either outward, orinwatdy of 
both; either ordinary or extraordinary ; by the Mi-; 
niftery of men, or by immediate yifions and in{pi-| 
| rations of God, I {peake not now of extraordinary} 


call, by drearasand yifions, and immediate infpira-| 
tions,as in Abraham, and others, betore the Scripe; 
tures were penned and publifhed ; nor of extraordi- 
nary’call, by the immediate voyce of Chrift: as in) 
| Pauland in fome other of the Apoftles : for thele, 
~}areceafed now, Heb,1.1. unleffe it be among pcos, 


ple that want ordinary meanes,and elec infants, 8¢¢,, 
whofe call muft be more then by ordinary meanes,. 
becaufe they want fuch means; wee {peake now of; 
ordinary call by the Miniftery of men. | a 
2, This voyce inordinary calling home of the ele, 
to Chrift, is not by the yoyce of the law, (for the pros, 
9 Thef-2 | per end of that is co reveale fin and death, and to caft, 
14. down a finner )but by the voice ofthe Gofpel brings; 
_ | ioh, 20. fing gladtydings; written by the Apoftles, and prea-; 
I ar, ched to the world. Hee hath cated you by our Gofpel, 
ii Cor1 tt hefe things are written that you might beleeve, BY 
2 twith | #42 foolilinefs of preaching,the Lerd favesthem that, 
beleeve. | meane preaching at the firft or rsd e- 
rea te : 7 und, 
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bound, by lively voyce, or printed Sermons at the 
time of hearing, or in the time of deepe meditation, 
concerning things heard; the Spirit indeed inwardly 
accompanies the yoyce of the Gofpel , but no mans) 
call is by the immediate voice of the Spirit without 
the Gofpel, or the immediate teltimony of the Spine 
breathed out of free grace without the word, EpA, 1. 
12,13. And therefore that a Chriftian fhould be im- 
mediately called without theScripture,and the Scrip- 
ture only given to confirm Gods imediate promile, 
asa Prince gives his Letter to confirme his promile 
made toa man betore ; (as Valdeffo would have it,) 
lisbotha falfe and adangerousaffertion.- 

2, This voyce of the Gofpell isthe voyce of God 
in Chrift, or the voycee of Jefus Chrift, although dit 
benied by men, who are but weake inftruments far 
his mighty workefentand (ét in Chrifts {tread ; but 
-he call, the voyce is Chrifts ; itsthe Lords call, Rows 
1.6, itis certaine ome ofthe meflengers of Chrift 
I-alled the Romanes by the Gofpell, yet Pav faith; 


| 


‘hey were called by Chrift Fefus, the dead heare hes 
hvoice and arifeand live ; and when the time of cal- 
jing comes, they liftentoitas hes call. and hence it 
is {tyled, Heb, 3.1, becaule the Lord Chrift from hea- 
Iven peaks, takes the written word in his own lips, as 
vere, Cant, 1, 1.2 and thereby pierceththrough 
Behe ears,to the heart, through allthe noyfe of feares, 
| lorrows, objeGtionsagaintt beleeving, and makes ic]. 
o bsheardas his voy ce; the bowels of Chrift now |}. 
vern toward an humbled loft finner, bleeding at his 
Feet, thereforecan containe nolonger, but {peakes | 
z calls, and makesthe foul underftand his voice : {o 
‘hat ehisicall ig nota mean bufinefs,becaufe the Lord 
cfs bimelf now {peakes, whofe voyce is glorious. 
Hg. The fubftance of this call, orthe thing the Lord 
caligunto, is to come unto him; for there 1s a more 
elas yi VE 3 com- 
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| words that Chriftcan fpeak, or mancanhear, full of 
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{common calling (or as fome terme it a, particu 


calling) of men, asfome tothe A/affers or Servan 
I Cor, 7.24.20,21. orto office in Church or (a 


‘| mon-wealth,as Aaron,Heb, 5.4, and the yoice th 


_|18to attend unto their work to which they are called 
| Thereisalfoa remote end. of vocation, which 1s | 


# 


holineffe, 1 Thef.4.7. andunto glory alfo, 2 Thef. 2, | 
I 4. Phil, 3. I 4. but we now {peake of more {peciail | 
calling, the next end of which isto conse unto (-rif, 
the foul hath lived many years without hitm,the Lord} 
Jefus wil now havethe loft prodigall ta come home, | 
te cometo him ; the foulisweary and heavy laden,| 
and the Lord Jelus would cafily eafe it without its} 
comming to bim : but thisis his will, hee muff} 
cometolamfor tt, Mate 14.27. Ler.3.7.22.1 fai) 
ajter the had done thefe things Turu nnto Mes come } 
unto me je back-fliaing clildren,l'l heal your back?! 


| flidings, 1er.4.%. 1f thoureturneft,returne unto Mes 


|have offered him, heal fuch a nature, take fucha yiper 
{into his bofome ; doe any thing for me? If there be 
| but cneimthe world to be forfaken, is it nor]? the’ 


hig voyce, (ome unto: me, is one ofthe {weetelt 


Majefty, mercy, grace, and peace; a poore finer 
thinks; Will the Lord ever put up fuch wrones J | 


Lerd therefore comesand cals, (ome unto me and 1 
will pardon all thy fins, Lwillheal all thy back=[lide' 


elle butrocome - 


Gal,t.6.and the 
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nonly, but) of the Father commeth uxto re, 
5 _4¢,. The Lord doth not ftand atthe outward 

pen, but the Lord Jefus comes 
in, he comes neareunto the very heart gta poor fin- 
ay 3 and, fof.2.1 4,0 the Lord 


his mercy {weetunto the 


is 


ee ea ee mee 


[1 & | Marke ay 
FAC Dea) 164156 | ae 
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which ig wont to apply generfls unto particulars pat | 
ticularly, makes the call particular, thatthe fonle fee\/ 
that the Lord in {pecial means me, fingles out me 
{pecialro beleeve ; ocherwifethe fouls of the ele & wih, 
not be much moved withthe call of God, {fo long aj; 
they thinke che Lord offers no more mercy tome 
then to any Reprobate; and therefore the Spirit 6) 
Chrift makes the call particular, Efay 43.1, 1 have) 
called thee by name, lohn 10.5, Hee calleth all ht, 
[becpe by name; notthatthe Lord calls any by theil 
chriften name (as we fay ) as the Lord did extraordi 
narily call Samuel, Samuel,and Paul, Paul, but the: 
meaning is, look asthe Lord from before ail World: 
writ down their name inthe book of life, and loves) 
chem in fpeciall; fo in Voeation (the firft opening o} 
Election’ the Lord makeshis offer and call {peciall| 
and fo {peciallasif it were by name; for the foule at, 
this inftant feelsfuch a {pecial ftirring of the Spiritu 
pon it, whichit feelsnow, and never felt before ; as 
alfo its particular cafe fo {pokenunto, and its partie 
cularobjections fo anfwered, and the grievotfnelle: 
of its fin in refufing grace fo particularly apply ed,ag. 
if God the only fearcher of hearts only {pake unto it) 
and {o dares not but think and beleeve that the Lore: 
meanethme, 3. It is effeCtuall as well as inware 
and particular, Lake 24.33. Compell them to come: 
BRS 10.16, Chrifts other (heep {hal hear C bréfts| 
vojyce, and thofe he zu? bring home s for every ine 
ward callis not effectual. There camea man in with, 
out his wedding garment, AZat, 22. 6.7.8, whenee' 
our Saviour faith, AZany are called but few chofen;: 
but this I now fpeake of, as a calling out of, purpofes: 
Rom,8,28, and therefore never leayes the foule,until 


: 7 tu 
it hath reall pofleftion of Chrift, and reftsthere ; this: 
callfalls upon a finner humbled, not hard hearted,| 
and hence the call is effectual, Zat.9.1 2.13. 2 Chr, 
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30.10,1 ¥. it is ficha callas was in creation, Rom. 4, 
17. And hence the foule cannot but come, and when 
‘\iscome itcannot depart, like Peter, Lord whither 
bouldwe goe ? andtherefore thoughit hathnever fo 
nany objections in coming to Chrift,never fo much 
weakenefle or heartlefnefle to clofe with Chrift, yet 
the Lord brings it home, and there keeps it, and now | 
infinitely bleffeth God that ever the Lord gave it 
neyetofee, an heart tocomeand feek after J efus 
Chrift, . Thug muchof the nature of this Call, now] 3, 
‘ollowes the neceflity of it, which appeares inthefe 
‘bree particulars. Sr hates eee 
4, Noman fhould come unleffe firft called; as 
itisin calling toan ordinary office, fo tis in our cal-! 
ling much moreunto fpeciall grace; the Apoltle | 
aith, Heb. 5.4, that No man takes this honour, 
pat he that ts cahed of Gods {o what hath any man 
fo doe with Chrift, to make himfelfea fon of God, 
heir ofglory thereby, buthe thaciscalled of God? 
what have we to do to take other mens goods,unleffe 
ralledthereto? what have we to doto take the riches 
§>f grace and peace, if not called thereto? tis prefum- 
tion to take Chrift whiles uncalled, but not when 
jou are called thereunto, Meet or, 
| 2. Becaufe no man would come without the 
Lordseall.: Adatrh. 20: 6.7, Why [hand you here 
pelihe day idle? The aalwer was, No max hath 
sired, or called us thereto, VVhen there is an. 
pputward call orely , yet men will not come 10, | 
Matth. 23, 37. and therefore there muft be an 
pfteCtuailcall tobringmen home, Efay 55.5. and 
herefore you thal {ee many, let there bea legall com- 
nard, fuppofe to fanctifiea Sabbath, orto fpeake | 
he truth; they have no objestions again{t obedi- 
‘nce unto this; but prefle them to beleeve, thew 
fra Gods call tor it, theyshaye more feares and 
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their head,becaufe the foul would not clofe witht 
3, Becaufe no man couldcome, unleffe called > 
| Iohn6.44, No mancancome unto me, unleffe the} 
Father draw bém; andhow doththe Father drayy a- 
py man, but by this call 2 if the Lord fheuld not) 
come and {peak himielf, and make his callthe moft) 
joytulleydings and the fweetelt meflage that ever) 
came to it, it would fay, I haveno heart, I cannot, J}; 
am not able,for Row.21.32. wee are jhut upunder 
wnbelief ; andthereforethe Lord Jets, Luke 15.54: 
| mutt bring his fheep homeupon his fhoulders, elfe it: 
will lye inthe Wildernefle of its owne droopings;: 
whereas when the Lord effetually fpeaks, the fouls 
cannot butcomes Laftly, How this callisagroune| 
of Faith, and what ground of Faith, .For anfwei 
hereunto, 1 do make this call confidered: without the: 

| promife,the ground 0 which Faith refts, (for that is: 
Gods free grace inthe promife) but the ground & 
which ic refts, or wherefore it refts uponthe promile; 
The mind {tes (x.)thefreenefle of mercy co a poort: 
finnerin mifery; and this breeds {ome hopethe Lore 
may pity it(2.) The fulneffe and plentcous riches 0; 
mercy, & this gives very gteat encouragement to the 
{onl tothink ¢the Lord (it I cometo him) farely wi 
notdeny mea drop, P/zie130.7.8. The Prodiga 
comes home becaute of bread enon gh ia hes fathers 
houfe, though he wasnotcertain he thould have any; 
3) Theprecioufnefsand {weetnefle of mercy make! 
the foul long vehemently for ity 2/36.6, 7. & maker 
it ec all other things ata low rate to enjoyit,’ Dy) 
| when unto allthis the Lord fendsa {pecialcoman de-. 
{\mentandia {peciall meflage on purpofe,and cals it te 
|-comein,and accept of it,andtake mercy as its own) 
and thatfor nootherreafon, but becaufe i¢ iscom- 
manded 8 called toacceptof it; this putsan end up. 
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Jore I chanktully accept of him ; thisis the ground of 
faith, The Scripture fets ourthis in.a lively {imailicude 


Hiotyoursif you doenotcome; bur if you come at. 
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ds they, thar€ame were receivedwith welcome, 
q 1 know'tis.a queltionof fome difficulty emong 
: pme, vies “Whetheranabfoluce teftimony of aciu- 
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9 alldoubts,al fears,all difcouragements,and the foul 
infwersas thofe, ler, 3.2%. Behold we come, thou 
ntthe Lord our Ged, As 2 man in great want of 
ead, one comesand freely offershim bread to pre- 
erve his life, the man takes it; if you ask him, Why 
loyou take it? you area poor fellow unworthy of ir, 
vever did yet one hours work for it  heanfwers, Tis 
cue, Lamunworthy, but yerbecaufe itis offered to 
aeto preferve life, I gladly takeit; the man doth not | 
romife.abfolutely ro me,thac this bread is mine,aad 
hall feedmes burhee tels me, if] doe receive it, it 
hall certainely be mine to feed mee; .artd this is the 
naine grotind of his receiving of it. Juft (oir isin 
faith; Ask an humbled finner, why do you beleeve? 
Nhy do yeutakeChriftas your own?HaththeLord | 
aidablolutely thar he is yours? No, faichehe foule, 
aut the Lord treely offershimfelfe unto me, whoam 
indone. without him, anddaith, if 'doereceive him, 
efhall be for ever mine, togive life to me,and there-. 


it a great Supper , to which many wete invited: 
what wasithe ground of cheir coming toit? Behold, 
pees are ready if you come andeat, they are | 


y calland-invitacion, then all things fhallbe yours, 
nd henge it isthat they that came.not, were exclud- 


Iifayour and juftification be not the firlt, sroundiof 


th? They that make Faith to bean abfolute aflu- 


an¢e of Geds favour;, muft of necefhity maintaine 

iis affertion, and chen thofethings will follow. 

: IwoDhaca { Chr iftian mult be juftified before hee 

peleeves for the, caute of Faith muftgo beforeF ait 
Hinde | han aye This 
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- This Propofition, Thow art juftéfied, reconciled| 
js according to this affertion the cauleof Faith; fox: 
no propofition €an therefore be true, becaule we arg 
perfevaded that itis true, but it muft be firé true, be: 
fore I am perfwaded of it ; the wall isnot white be; 
caule my eye feesit fo, but ic muft firft be white, anc 
then I fee it fo. Now to make actuall juftificatior}: 
before faith; is croffete the whole current of Scrip-' 
ture. We beleeve that we might be juftified, Gal, 2)| 
16, weare not juftified that we might beleeve, wed 
paffe from death ta life by faith, Iohn 5.24, we ate! 
not ina Kate of life before faith, “hen the Lord Je=' 
fis fawtheir faith, Mat. 9.2. he then faid, Bee of} 
ood war thy fins are forgiven thee, The Word: 
faith, Herhat beleeveth not ts condemned already, 
Iohn 3,18, and therefore (unleffe the Spirits wit- 
neffe be crofletothe V Vord) ic doth not fay to one’ 
ae redbnta eae: es is ay cela 1“ 
aftified by fatth,andto be juftified by Chrifts righe 
vised all one inthe Scriptures phrafe 8 ac | 
ing, Gal. 2. 16.17. And therefore we may aswell). 
fay that weare juftified before and without Chrift,) 
| as before and without faith. And indeed this Do@=! 
rine of being jultified by faith, and by this means to! 
have remiffion of finnes, the Apoftle Peter. affirms’ 
tobe the do@trine of apace to Abts 10, 43, 
To hine give all the nas sr vitneffe, that whofoe-\ 
ver beleeve in him, (hallrecetve remis fion of finnes:. 
not that they had remiffton of finnes before they) 
did beleeye. J know notany one Preteftant Writer 
chat maintaines our juftification before and without 
| faith, except learned Chams#er; who not knowing 
| haw to avoid the blow of Bedarmines boned ar-\ 
gument, thatif faith be an aflurance of our a@ual jus) 
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herfore chatwhen the Scripture faith we are ju/tified 
y fasth, the reafon of that (faith he) is nor becaule 
put faith doth efficere ju/tificationem, i.e. isa caule 
meaning inftrumental) ofour juftification; but be- 
or effcitar injuftificato,t.e.1s wroughtin a jutti- 


ed perfon :_but if thatbe the reafon of the phrafe, 
ee may affirme our juttification to be as well by 
ve,& fanctification,& holy ebedience, as by faith, 
pecaute thefe are wrought in a juftified perfon allo. 

Then no mans Minifiry nor the doGtrine delivered 
py the faithfull Minifters of Chrift from out of the 
scriptures,can be anyground of faith, for before faith 
10 Minifter of Chrift can fay te any man in particu. 
ar, orany men in generall, that they arealready ju- 
titied,& reconciled, and therefore beleeve it; but to 
jeny thac doctrine which is opened out of the Scrip- 
ures by the Minifters of Chrift, to be the ground of 
aith, is exprefly crofs co the tetimony of Scriptures, 
st che end of the Miniftery, and ofthe meflengersof 
Chrift,who have the keys of office given to them,that 
Pv hat they bind onearthy ts boundiwheavens what 

hey loofe on earth,vs loofed in heaven; whofe fins they 
remit , they are forgiven, whole finsthey retain, t hey 
here retained: Adat.16,16, obs 29,23, Molt excel- 
dent for this purpofe isthe Apoftles difpute, Roms. 10, 
Ion need not go mpto heavennor downto hell, to fetch 
qChrift bimfelf totell yon whether you {hall be juftipi- 

ded & faved, v.6.7. for the word zs nigh them,yer 8 
that opens Chrifts heartuntothy heare + But what 
§word might fome fay isthis ? Js it not the internall 
word ofthe Spirit only? The Apoftle anfwers, It a 
What word which we preach; hereby you thal] know. 
| whether you fhall live.orno but whatis that word 
2 aul preached?isit notan abfolute teftimony chatall 
your finsare already pardoned by Chrift, & therfore 
Hbcleeve it? No » but ef thon beleeve/t with thine 
heartthat God raifedup C brift fromthe dead, thou 
| 
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rhonjhale be [aved,v. 9.11.12. What can be more | 
es full 2 yec confider that one place mote, aha 17.20} 
I pray for allthem that frall beleeve on me, through) 
their word, Whatisthe ground or means of beleey>! 
ing in Chrift 2 Icis {aid here exprefly, Their Word 
Is itnot the word of Chrift, +ather then che word} 
the Apoftlesand oftheir fucceflors, inthe Doctrine 
they delivered, is it theic word ? Truely chat whiety 


they delivered, was the word of Chrift, & chat whiely 


is opened from their doctrine in the Scriptures 1s the 
| word of Chrift, yet asthey open‘it, and apply ir, fo) 
tis their word :and this Word is che ground by whieh; 
allthat Chrift prayes for, doebeleeve in Chrift ; the} 
bareW ord I grant cannot petiwade without the Spt 
rit,yet the Spirit will not give ground of Faith with- 
out the Word, butas byit, fo upon it, will build the 
Soules ofall the BleGt, whoare bvilr spon the forne| 
datson of the Apftles and Prophets, Dyas Cb 
being the chiefe corner-frone, Eph. 2,20, Low te 7 


be perfwaded of thisteftimony. Burthe fins of wick: 
ed men, e{pecially Reprobates, are not, nor never 
fhallbe forgiven , and therfore this cannot be the 
egroundofFaith, 4, Whenthe Spirit of adoption, 
which witneffeth thar Geu jsour Fathersand that we. 


A 


are his Sons recoriciledto him, goes before Fah; 


buc the Apoftleexprefly denyes this, Ye arethe chil 

dren of God by F aith,Gal, 3,26, And becaufe ye a a 
| fons be hath fent unto yon the [pivit of fons, cry 1g) 
| AbbaFather;Gal, 4,6, 0°00 7 5. it 
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5. If fuch ateftimony fhould be the firtt ground 
of Faith,then no man fhould beleeve but he that hath 
{uch a teftimony antecedentto his faith; but this is to 
croffe the Scripture; //a. 50.10. Hee that jes te 
darkneffe,and fees no light, let him ftay hinsfelf up- 
on bes God, When Fouahiscalt out of Gods fight to 
his own feeling, yet he is bound to looke againe unto 
the Temple. 6. This abfolure.ceftimony is either 
theteftimony of the Word, or of the Spirit ; Not of| 
the Word, as is proved; if ofthe Spirit, then let it be 
confidered, whether that can bethe teftimony of thet 
Spirit which is notaccording to the Word, nay con- 
trary tothe Word, for the word to fay none are julti-} 
fied before faith; ‘for the Spirit-to teftific tome are 
I juftified before taith. If it be faid, thacthe Spirit doch 
‘not witnefsthefe to any man before & without faith; 
 buc yet ic is without relpect unto, or fhewing a man 
I his faith, forchofe chat excludes Sanctification from | 
being any evidence, they mean faith as well as any o- 
ther renewed work of holinels, & fo exclude thacal- 
{o) then J fay the teftimony of the Spiric (which of it 
{eite is exceeding cleare) isan obfcure and dark tefti- 
mony, becaufe it cleares up the prazdicate of this Pro- 
I pofition, thon beleever art juftified,ic witneflethto a 
I) man thou art juftified; butcleares not up the fubject 
of itt viz, thon beleever, it makesa man belecye.a 
I\ teftimony without underftanding the full meaning 
A) of it; for the Spirit teftifying to any manthox art 
\juftitied; his meanings, thou beleever art juftified, 
| And J, do befeechthe Ged & Father ofall lights,chae 
I his poore people may be led intothe truthin this par- 
Ai cicular; for want of eftablifhment here , you little 
\ think how many delufions you may fall into about 
| your {pirituall condition; I remember that when 
1| Satan came to overthrow the Faith of Chrift, in his 
] | <condtem ptation, 1747,4,6, he brought a promife 


Pt) 


out of the Scripturesto him, becaufe he faw he held 
clofe rothem, ver, 4. and by chis promife fought to.) 
lead him intorempration § howfo? obferve the text, | 
and fee if it wasnot by hiding part ofthe meaning of}, 
the promife from him, and in {peciall, that yery-con-}; 
dition required in the perfon ta whom the promife}, 
is made; for be tells him, thatifhe ca/? himpif down | 
headlong ,the Lord hath not only faid it, but wes 2r5} 
He {hau give his Angels charge over hin, to keepe). 
‘him from dalhing hes foot agatnft aftone : whereas |}, 
if you confult with the place whence it is cred, véz,]), 
Pfal. 91.11, the condition isfetdowne, 42 all thy 
wayes.which he purpofely hides from our Sayiour as 
muchas in himlay, Ohtake heed therefore of receiy- |) 
ing any teflimony from Word or. Spirit without the || 
meaning of it, without knowing the perfon thusand 
thus qualifi ed,co whom ic belongs; ocherwife Satan} | 
wilhurry you headlong toa world of delufions ; & 
you fhall find che W ord of Godappointed to diree 
you, (through your mif-applicacionof it) the word: 
of Satan, to deceiye and damine you : do nortthinke}} 
that this is building faichupon workes; butto be- 
leeve, that they thar beleeve in Ghrift are juftified, |), 
reconciled, and faved, is building faith upon Gods} , 
promife; yea, and his free promife too ; ferfaichthe] , 
Apoltle, It es of Faith that st might be of Grace, Ra} | 
4,16. Itisbeleeying to have the end by the meanes, | ’ 
notthe end without the meane of Faith. Itistrue,we} 
may fee Gods fayour and love to us inthe caufe as} 
wellas inthe effects of fanctificarion; but what i 
thatcaufe ? the meritorious caufe is Chrilts righte 
| onfue{s,and the inftrumenta]]! cayfe of applying this 
isour Faith; fothat weare jultified by taith, fo fce- 
ine this, we may fay afluredty with “Pax, Beimg 
instaped by faith, we have peace wth God, Roms 
|Z. Ivistrne, wecannot lee our juftifi cation by faith, | 
fs ee : - BOL 


\ 
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x the work of faith without the fhining of the Spiric 
co our hearts; but the queftion is not whether the 
riric helps usto fee our jultified eftate, but by what 
eans; by what Propofitionin the word we come to 
ei; which we may fay isnot by any fuch abfoluce 
timony thou art juftitied already,& therefore be- 
eve ; but ifthou believe and come to Chrift, here is 
in pardon of fin, peace with God, yea all the blet- 
ngsof Chrift ready for thee, which God intends to 
ve & never to take away, if thou thankfully receive 
hat God freely offers, and as it were layes downe 
thy feet, The callof Chrift therefore is the ground 
| whichwe firtt’beleeve; and that you may be con- 
med farther herein,doe but confider the glory and 
cellency ofthis ground. It isa conftantground} 
Haich, for if youcomero Chrilt becaufe you have a 
urance; or becaufe you feel {uch and {uch graces, 
c heavenly impteffions of Gods Spirit in you,you 
diy then many a day and yeare keepe at a diftance 
pm Chriftjand liye without Chrift; for the feeling 
graces, and affurance of favour are notconftant; 
crhis callisalway founding in thine ears, oh come, 
t onely becauife thou feelett holinefle in thee, but 
me, becaufe poor,hungry,empty naked,loft, blind 
hie forfaken, fulloffin; there is not one moment 
he day of grace, butthe Lord befeecheth thee to 
eive his grace,2 Co7.6,1,2. 3. this isan open door 
Chrift at alltimes, an open harbour to pucin at all} 
rmes,a heart-breaking word; Ohthou toffed with 
vai and not comforted, come unto me & thou 
Wefinde reftrochy foul. Many ask, How fhould 

meto Chrift, feeing chat I have no promi(e be- 
iging co me 2 what haye dogs todo with childrens 


| 


t 


rad ? be ic fo, yet Godseail, command, befeech-| © 

poe in,fhould be ground untothee,tocome;} 
poorebeggar, thar hath nopromife abfolutely 
‘aa pis dew ) given 


givenhimofreliefe, yetifarich naan fends toh 
and bids bim ¢ome to his doore and wait, he thinke|; 
he hath good ground and warrant tocome, aay 
Itisa fure ground againft all feares, all doubtso, 
prefumption, all fenfe of unworthinefle and of th 
orcatneffe of the good promifed, &c, For the Saint) 
have many fears whereby they dare notcome, the}! 
feare they may prefume, they fecthemfelves mol 
vile, and unworthy of the leaft {mile; the beneitt) 
\are fo exceeding great, to which they arecalled, cha) 
they thinke it is to geod for them, &c. bur beloved, 
when the foule fees evidently, the Lord invites mec, 
perfwades me, commands me, waits forme, {trivg, 
with me that I weuld come in, and becaufehis gra¢) 
isfree, therefore requires no more but only to com, 
and take, come and drinke : this foreeth the foulet, 
confefle, 1 am fure it isno prefumptionto obey tt, 
call of Chrift; and what though | am unworth sali; 
this good is exceeding greatand precious, yetif it t 
the Lords graceto call ftich a poore wretch to rccel) 
and accept of it, why fhould nor-Trather thanktfy; 
ly receive it, then out of my.owne head f{uperftitiol 
ly relufe ic ? but this I am fure and certaineof, t 
Lord ca Is me,thusto do; If God fhould {peak fro; 
| Heaven to you to Come unto his Sonne, ‘it is not, 
fre a groundas thecal of God from out ofthe Or, 
cleofhis werd, in the bleffed Gofpel of hisdear So, 
> Te isa ftrong ground, and of great power and ef, 
cacy to force the fouleto come ; for you may obje, 
no man can beleeye, or fhould beleeve,and come, 
lhimfelfe. 1 fay foroo; but how would you have 
| Spirit of Chrift enable you to come ? verily, i 
‘this eall,and therefore; Jer, 3,22. whenthe £ 
\faid, Returne yee back-fliding children, they p 
fently anfwered, Lord we come ;the dead {hal he 
_ \thes-voyce of the Sowne of God, and live ; Loh, 5.2 
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Thou {atdft; Seek ye my face, my heart anfwered, 
Lordthy face willl feeke. Ohiron, ftony, adam] 
ine heart, that canit hearefo {wect a yoyce as this 
yord come,andyetnotbe overcome! | 
_ This cal] honours grace moft, for what tore free}, 
nen for the Lord to fay, Come and take of the water 
( life freely ? what more free, then for arich man to} 
nquire of his debtor onely to receive fo many thou- 
ee him to piy his debis, and tofet himup a- 
aine ¢?. Verily Brethren, asthe Lord honours hig 
race by commanding ustocome, fo we honour it, 
/hen throughthe mighty power ofthe fame eall we 
de come. : ar , 

Thus much for explication of this call; now let 
le put an end toit ina word of application, 

q Letthis perfwade all fortsof perfons, young and 
ad, one and anotherto whomthe Gofpel is fent, to 
mne into Jefus Chrift ; for thofethat God calls 
ould come ¢ butthe Lord calls (at leat outward- 
) all forts of perfons; nay every individual! perfon 
come in: Adark, 16.15.16. Paultoldthe ftout 
lor, Lf thou beleeveft, thou (halt be faved : and 
kas the Law fpeakes particularly to eyety man; 
W001 [halt have no other Gods, ec. fo doth the Gof- 
alfo, Rom.1o0.9,. thatfo every man might looke} 
on bimfelfe as {pokento in particular, And in- 
acdif there were not fuch a particular call , then 
Ben fhould not finne by refafing the Gofpell , nor 


i Lord is more wreth for this fin then any other; P/; 
i 2. Lvk.t4,18. Heb,3,10,11.1 9, In one word, 
per the Lord would have thee (who ever thou att) 
Heceive Chrift, orto reject, and fo defpife Chrift’; 
ifthe Lord would have you rejest him, he would 
| p have you fin, & contiflue init, which canot {tand 


: condemuation is great that {0 do,loh, 3.19, And 


Ces 


Bould the Lord be angry for fo doing, -but their fin] 
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with the honour of Geds holinefie, or of his rich} 
grace; I thallheretherefore open twothings, =| }/ 
1. Set down means to enable youto eotne.}' 
2, Shew you howandin whatmanner you : 
fhould come, ae ee ee be: | 
Oty es » Themeanes, - | 
1,/Confider, who itis that doth call yous is ic Man | 
ot Minifters think you 2 you might never come then;/ 
no, itis J efus Chrift himfelf that calls-you by them :} 
Why do many dilcouraged Spirits refufe to come 2}! 
it is becaufe they think deceitfull men, or charitable! 
men call them , butthe Lord hathno refpe& unto} 
them ; Oh foolifh conceipt ! J tellyou their Mini-|' 
{tery is not an aét oftheir charity, withing wellto the!" 
falyation ofall, buritis anact of Chrilts love & foe! 
- | veraigne Authority, 1/aith, 28, 18.19.20. he chat 

whatthey do, itisin Chrifts fread, 2 Cor.5.1 9,20, 
-1 af Chrift was prefenc, be would call thee to him with! 
more bowels then any compaffionate Minifter can? 
and Laflure you,to recezve them,isto receive Chrift;' 
to de[pifethems, 1s to defpile Chrift, Loh, 1 3, 20. and 
theretore Eph. 2.14, althoughthe Apoftles preached: 
tothe Ephesians, yericistaid, that Chraf came and 
pteachcdtothem, /fany Atinifter preacheth any o 
ther dotlrine of gracethenwhat Chréft hath delive-' 
ved, let hing be accurfed : but if they publith bis mine’ 
and his call, look upon them as if the Lord himfelfe 
called unto you, leftthe Lordaccurfeyou, and al! 
their Miniftery to you; the Lord Jefiis did nox cafi 
oftthe J ewes for crucify ing of him and fhedding hi! 
} blood, untillche Gofpell of grace publifhed by hi 
Meffengers, cametothem, and that was rejected ' 
then Paul waxed bold, ard aid, becaufe you put a 
wartheWord from you,weleave you; Atts 13, 46) 
Oh beioved, if you did beleeve Chrift ‘called yor 
poor Predigalls (that have run riot, & fnnede a 
i, ee in 


Apafticular, whoever thou art; to wbom the Gofpel of 
\ Shrift is {ent for if you thinke Chriftcallsfome on- 
Hy that are fo and fodecply humbled onely to come, 
Band not unto youin particular, you will never come 
lin; but we have proved this, thatthe Lord calls allin 
| 

| 


eenerall, and confequently each man in paxticular, 
che confideration of this may bring you in; Men 
(eareto commit murther and fteal, &c, but youl fear 
not unbeleef; but the i bids you fear that, vr 
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fider, thou that arc ignerant of Chrift, thae never 
fought after Chrift many ayeare togethers that have 
contintally provoked himato his face, how the Lord 
callsyou, £/ay 65.1.2.3. you, even you,ale all chofe 
| che Lord €alls , and will you not come ¢ Confider 
| why the Lord cals thee, is it becaufe he hathany need 
of youto honour him? I teil you, he could have gone 
‘to others that would have given his Gofpell better 
weleom then ithathhad from you ; hee could have | 
gone to many Kingsand Princes,and out of that gol- } 
den mettall have made himéelf veflels of honour, ra- 
ther then out of fuch bafe mouldas thou art made of; 
| he could baye honored himafelf inthy ruine,as in ma- 
| ny millions of other men, and lofe nothing, by thee 
‘neither, he could have been bleffed without you in the 
| bofom ofhis Father ; or is it becaufe thou haft done 
| any thing for him ? alas / thou haftnot returned him 
ithy nutfhels, thou haft not had fo muchas @ form 
| of Religion, thou halt dene as much mifchief to him 
| asthou couldft,Zer.3..5. thou haft wearyed him with | 
I) chine iniquitiesand made him ferye with thyfins,and 
| hat fabdued his heartex¢eedingly by ftrang impeni- 
tency, J(a. 43.24, the only reafon that hath moved 
| him to calluponthee, hath been to pity thee, feeing 
the running to the fire that aever can bee quencht, 
| without {top or ftay; 2C rez. 36.15.14 6sand be- 
}\ caufethonart fallen by thine tniquittes, Hof.t4,1. 
And fhallthis bring youhome? J eit 
\' Confider for what end the Lord callsthee, 1s it net 
| to come & take poffeflion of allthe grace of C hrift, 
| |Gal.1,6. nay ofallthe glory of C briff, 1 Thef.2.1%, 
| nay toa moft neare,fweet, and everlafting fellom|/hip 
W with C hrift himfelfe ? 1 Cor.1.9. apd can | fay any 
jj more ? canyou defire any more therthis? if the 
| Lord fhould fay unto any of us, Ceine into the gars 
H) den, andthere watchand pray wihme,’ forrow and), 
| 3 Noa | _fafter 


The SoundBeleever: 
tuffer with me; who of us would not acceunt our) 
felyesunworthy of fuchhonour 2 but forthe Lord to.) 
fay, Come & enter into your reft, the land, the king- [fh 
dom of grace and glory is before you, go up and pot-| 
fefle it, Oh where are our hearts, if this call will not} | 
draw?if the Lord fhould fay at the day of Judgment, |! 
when the heavens and earth fhall be ona light fire, & || 
the Lord Jefus fecupon the throne of his glory, ad- |, 
mired of all his Saintsand Angels ; Come you blef- |! 
{edand take the kingdome prepared for you, would | 
you not gladly come at thatcail? Oh beloved, the 
Lord J eftisnow in the throne of hisglory inheaven, 
behold he cals you unto a better good then that king- | 
dom ; hecals you to come andtake himfelf 8 all his |, 
precious benefits prepared for you, though in thy felt | 
accurfed ; and would he have you take pofleffion of |, 
all this? is it zot the praée of the riches of his Grace 2 |; 
Eph. 1. If this be his’ end,then ifthou wil not come 
for thy own good, yetfor his {ake,his grace fake come | 

How long the Lord hath calledthee, hovwy oft hee} 
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would haye gathered thee 5 he hath /food fo long un- | 
till hes locks ave wet with dew of the night, Cant. §. 
1.2. Icmay be youare afraid, it hath been folong, } 
that now time is paft ; Oh no, for whilesthe Lord , 
calls by his word & {pitit, vow 2s the acceptable tine 
|2Cor. 6.2, I confeffe there is a time wherein the 


Lord will notbe found, but whiles the Lord is necr { 
unto thee by his Miniftery, by his S pitit,convincings | 
affe Ging, ftirting, knocking atthy heart , thetime is 
not yet paft, the Sun is not yet fer, fo longas thole |, 
beamsappear,t/(a, 55.6. thofe thoughts which dif. |, 
courage thee from coming to Chrift,whiles the yoice |, 
of hiscallisheard, eannot bee of Chrift but Satan, 
whofe principall worke is to lay fuch umbling: 
blocksinourwaytohim, ere thecal di 
_ Confiderthe greatneffe of your fin in not coming | 
“tohim, — hi Oo Fy Thigh, 


_ Phe Sound Beleever, 
4. This isthe Cozdemuing fin; for no fin fhould 
condemn thee, ifthou didftcometo him, Loh 3.17. 
18,19, thou fhouldft pleafe him, & as ic were make 
bin»amends for all the wrongs thou haf{t done him, 
by coming tohim, Heb.11.5.6.7.. 

2, Thisaggravatesall other fins, /f 1 haduot {pake 
to them, (faith Chrift) they had had mo (inne, te. 
comparatively; but now they have nocloak for their 

in : canthe fin of devils be fo.greatasthine, that ne- | 
ver had a Saviour fentanto them ? yetthou hatt ene | 
fent and come ont of heavenito thee, calling to thee. 
from heayen, and yct chou defpifeft him. 3.. This , 
provokes the Lord to molt unappeafable and un- 


quenchable wrath, Heb,3.11. 1 fare inmy wrath 
they [hould not enter into my. ref?; after finnes a~' 
gajr{t the Law, the Lord did not {weare that man 
thould die,(fer that notes an unchangeable purpoic) 
Wut let Chrift be defpited, the Lord now {wears in his | 
Jwrathagain& fucha one: hethat drawes backe my 
tie {halltake no pleafure ix him, Heb.10.38, alter 
fin againft she law, the Lord took pleafure in glorifi- 
ing hisgrace upon man fallen, butifyoudraw back. 
frona the grace of Chrift in the Gofpell, the Lord 
willcakeno pleafure in you, 4. It provokes the for- 
eft & moftunfupportable wrath, Take heed you de- 
| (pie not himthat fpeaketh, for if they dtd not efcape 
who refuled him that fpake onearth; much leffe thal 
we that defpife himthat {peaks from heaven, Heb. 
12:25, Lake heed therefore you defpife norhim that 
{peaketh;the word de/pife lignifies i the originall to | 
defpite or refufe upon tome colour of reafon: every 
ran hath fomefeem ingreafon againtft beleeving sone 
thinks time is paft, another thinks hee is excluded by 
{ome antecedent decree of election,another thinks he 
isnot humbled, nor holy enough, another makesex- 
cue not by pretending hisAle-henfe & whore-houle, 
but his Farm & Merchamlize, O Mat. 


The Sound Bébeeuer. || 
Mat,22, another thinkes he is wellenough withou} 
Chrift, &c, Oh take heed, fer the wrath of Gor, 
moftintollerable is your portion,the loweft dungeot}| 
of darknefs, is thy place in hellforthisfin ; Heare 74 
defpifers 8 wonder, for J will work (faith the Lord); 
aworke in your dayes, which you fhall not beleeve 
though it be told you, Atks 13.4%. pray you what 
isthis work ? certainly a work of wrathand venge 
ance; but what isit ? you will not beleeve though you 
be told of tt, obyou feeure finners; but what is itchas, 
they will not beleeve ? nay truly the Lord himfelfeis, 
filentthere, and faith nothing; asif it was fogreat OL). 
dreadfull, that the glorious Zord himfelfe is notable; 
to exprefle ir; and truly no more am 1 : Obtherfore; 
be not werfethen that generation of Vspers that came, 
into Zohn becaufe fee had forewarned themtoe-, 
cape the wrathto come, Mat, 3. but come tinto a Sa. | 
viour thac youmay be ever bleffed with him., Bur, 
youwillfay, Ey on | 
How fhouldwecometohim ? | vi 
Cometohim mourning, and loathing your felyes, 
for your long continuance in refufing of him, Ler, 
31.9. Exek, 6.9. Come mourning for all thy fins, 
butefpecially for this,hatthou haft lighted him and, 
not fouglit him, fhed his bloud, rent his bowels ; and. 
ifthou canft not come, yet come to him & make thy, 
| moan to him of thy unbeléefand inability tcocome. 
Come with confidence that they that do come hee 
will never caft away, andthatthou being come he, 
willnever caltthee away, /0h.6.37. Heb.10.22, |; 
Come gladly and willingly,glorifying his grace,but, 
abafing thy {elf 12th gladnefs (haltthey be brought, 
| and enter wntat he Kings prefence, P{al.45.15. Doe, 
‘not receive Gods grace as a common thing, but 
thankfully & with all thy heart : for che end why che 
| Lord gives Chrilt toany man is the glory of his, 
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The Sound Beleever. ea, 
race; if the Lord attaines this end hee defires no 
Hairy for why-fhould he,when he hath his end ? 
Doe not comeand tafte, but come c drink, ohm} 4,’ 
7. 37. you may famith cto death and pineaway in 
your iniquities, and prove Apoftates, even tocom- 
\mnicthe impardonable fin, if you do but t4/? of him, 
Nas thofe did, Heb.6.4.5. butarink abundantly, Ob 
ye beloved of the Lord, ante §%. 1f youcannot {a- 
isfie your foules by what you feel already received 
fom him, then fatiate your foulesby what you may 
finde in him, J/a. 45.24, take poffeflion ofall the 
grace, glory, peace, promiles of the Lord Jefus and 
leave nota hoofe behinde thee, & be for ever refrefh- 
ed and comforted therein. So¢ometo him, as that 
you keep your confidence, and keepe yourfaviour of 
jm and joy inhim, Heb. 3.1.4, with 6, lec the word 
chat called you be ever {weet and precious,as David 
Ga Pfa.t19- 53. 1 willnever forget thy Precepts, 
tor bythemthow haft quickned me. Letthe Lord je- 
us be ever ftefh, He}, 3,6. and as an ofntement pow- 
edont - take heed that the blood wherewith you are 
anctified,do not grow a commonthing,& promifes 
ichered flowers, & Sermens of Chriftand his grace 
(unleffe there be {ome new notions about them) as 
dead drink, for this is the great fin of this age ; the old 
truthsabout the grace of Chrift, and the fimplicity of | 
gche Gofpelisas water in mens fhoes ; Minifters muft 
I preach novelties, and make a quinteffentiall extra cts 
| outofthe Scriptures, & it may be, prefs b/ood out of 
them fometime rather then zw#lk, or elfe their doct- 
| tinesaretoo many as Almanacks out of date, or as 
J oewsthey heard feven years fincesand they knew this 
before: O the wrath of Godupon this'God-glutted, 
‘Chiift-glutted, Gofpel-glutced age ; unlefle it be a~) 
mong avery few poore beleevers, whofe foulesare 
kept empty, poore, and hungry by fomecontinuall 
Bt Oe ee O 3  -tempra- 
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The Sound Beleever. 
emptations oraffliGtions, and they are indeed glaq 
-jofany thing, if it beany thing of Chrift ! Verily I 
am atraidfucha difmallnightis towards of {pirituall, 
defertions,and of outward, but fore afiictionsof fa 
mine,war, bloud, mortality, deaths of Gods preciou); 
feryants e{pecially; that che Lord will fall che heart} 
ofall Churches, families, Chriftians, thar {hall be faJ, 
ved in thofe times, with fuch rendings, earings, fha-. 
kings, anguifh of {pirit, as {carce never more in the, 
work days ef our fore-fathers; & thatthis {hal con,, 
tinue, uneil che remnantthat efcape {hall fay, Bleffea, 
us he that cometh in the name of the Lord; bleffec. 
bethe face and feet of chat Minilter, thae fhall come, 
unto us i Chrifts name,and tell us,that there ts a Say, 
viour for finners, and thathe callsusfortocome. | 
And thus I have done with this divine truth, vz, 
Thatthe Lord Jefus in the day of his power, faves us, 
outof eur wretched and finfull eftace , by fo muck; 
conviction, as begets compunction; fo much com, 
punétion, as brings in humiliations; fo much humilia 
tion, as makes us cometo Chrift by Faxh. _ ee 


ee, 


Oe CON Poa, ee 
| That every fianer thus beleeving in Chrift, es al 
that inflant tranflated into a moft bleffed an 

happy eftate : John 5424, Phil. 2ult,) ‘j 
it the Queftion be, What is thathappy condition: 
Atheyaremade partakersof?, 

Tanfwer, this appeares in thefe fix priviledgeso 
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1, Jujrificatéon, alltheir finnesare pardoned. 
2, ‘Reconciliation, PeacewithGod,. - > 
3. eAdoption, they are made the SonsofGod, 
4. Santlification, they are reftored tothe Image, 
of God, 5. Azdience of all their prayersta God, 
6, Gloréfication, inthe Kingdom of heaven, in €-) 
ternalCommunionwithGod. Sect; 


The Sound Beleewer. 
i Barf, jufttheation, italia 
ry His isthe firtt benefit which im mediately fol-| 
| Benescone union unto Chrift by Faith, that look| 
laswe areno fooner children of Adam, and branches 
ofthat root by naturall generation; but we immedi- 
atelycontract the guilt of his fin, and {0 original po- 
tution; {0 we are no fooner made branches of che fe-| 
cond Adam by vocation, and founited unto Chrift 
by Faith, but immediately we have the imputation of 
[his righceoufnefsto ourjultification, after which we 
| receive in order of nature (not time) cur fan Gifica- 


‘of this fentence by his fatistaction imputed 
and applyed 3 the Father being the perfon princi- 
| pally wronged hath chiefé power to forgive, yet 
j injuftice hee cannot acquit, not intruch account a 
))| man unrighteous as righteous, unleffe the Son ftep 
| inand fausfie ; for whofe fake he forgives : asthe A- 

| poftle exprefly faith, Eps. 4. alt, {o that our Juttifis | 

Cation is wholly out of our felyes,and we are meerely 
paffive init. Juftification is notto make us inward- 
ly juft,as the Papiftsdream; butitisa Law-tearm, & 

is oppofed againft condemnation, Rom, 8. 33+ now 
Gskeas condemnationis the fentence of the Judge, 
condemning a manto die for his offences, or finne ; 
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Father, whereby far the fat isfattion of C hrift appres| 
€ abe 


our Juftification isnot Godserernall ; 
igive, but itis Geds fencence publifl 
{tified intentionally inelection, bur n 
this encence bee palt and publithed ; 
-tonely here is, where this fetciin is prone 
anfwer whereof note,that there is but a do 
whercin tis pafled; x. Publkely in the Court of | 
Heaven, or in the Court-rolls of the VVord: (for]! 
there is no other Court of heayen where God {peaks, |: 
‘butthis,) 2. Privately, inthe Courcof Contcience,} 
By the firftwee are juftified indeed ftom perfonall | 
guilt; by the fecond we feel out delves juftified by the} 
removall of conicience guilt. The firft is exprefly | 
‘mentioned, ts 10,43, and Rom, 1. 17, the fe-] 
{cond isex preily fet down alfo, P/a.32,4, The firft] 
isthe canfe.and foundation ofthe fecond ; the fecond 

arifech from the firft; otherwife,peace of confeience | 
6 ide ny aici wh AS SE. 
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sa meeredelufion : the firft is fometimes long be- 


WWord,(the Court of Heayen) which though we hear 


lly provideth forthe peace of his people more abun- 


| mmaletaétor pardoned, I befeech you (faith he )lecme 


{o givesus peace. #1¢6.6,18, 
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‘ore the fecond, P/a.88, 14, asthe fencence of con- 
demnation inthe Word. isfometimes long before.a| 
naan feels that {entence in his own confcience; the {e-}_ 
cond comesina long time atter in fome Chriftians : 
The firft is conftantandunchangeable; the fecond 
ery changeable : he that hath peace in his con{cience 
i day, may lofe it by ca morow, Sethat you are not 
(i feeking the teftimony of your juftification) to 
aok for a fentence from heayen immediately pro- 
nounced of God, but look for it inthe Court of his 


r 


not, fometime, yetitringsand fills heayen and earth 
withthe found of it, viz» There zs no condemuation 
tothemthat beleeve : for hereby the Lord merciful- 


dantly. As whena poor Creditor is acquitted, or a 


have an acquitance, adifcharge, a pardon under 
your owne hand, and this quiets him againft all ac- 
cufers : fo tis here; the Lord gives us an Acquit- 
tance inhis Word under hisowne hand and {feale,and 


— Whoisthisthat juftifiech? — | 
Tis Godihe Father, Rom, 8.34, Father forgive 
thens,faich Chrift. And hence Chrift 4 az eAdvo- 
cate withthe Father, Lohu2. 2. Allthe three per- 
fons were wronged by fin;-yetthe wrong was chief- 
ly again{tthe Father, becaufe his manner of working 
appeared chiefly in creation, from the righteoufnefle 
ot which, man fell by fin. The Father forgives pri- | 
marily by Soveraign authority ; the Sonne of Man 

| Chrift Jeftis forgives by immediate difpenfation and 
commisfion fiom the Father, fob. 5.22. Afat. 9.6, 
the A poftles and their fucceflors forgive minitterial-| 
ly, 4oh,21.23. 1 he Father forgives by granting ar , 
| at GOA, 
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don, the Son by procuring, the Minifters (where the 
Spisitaifois) by publithing' or applying pardon : fo) 
chat this is great Confolation, that God the Father the 
party ehictly incenfed,tis he that juftifieth; tis he chat. 
| paflech this gracious fentence,and then whe can cone) 
‘}demne?> = edie lef ch LOIRE He i 

Why doththe Father thus jaftifie? Tis meerly hig: 

grace, andoutof grace, And hence I callit his g7a-i 
‘| cious fentence, Kom, 3«24. quftsfied freely by has\ 
grace. Whatishis grace ? The Prophet Efay ex-) 
pounds it to be noteur grace, orworksef grace, (al-{ 
though wrought by grace) but zs own name [ake,}' 
{Infome'refpect indeed itis jut for God to torgive,| 
viz, in regard ot Chrifts fatisfaction, 1 Loh, 1.7. Ka, 
3,20. The Mercy*feat'and the Tables of the Law| 
inthe Ark, may wellftandcegether, but that Chrift}! 
was fentto tatisfie uttice, and that chy fins were fa-| 
cishted for, & noc anothers ¢ thus it’s wholly of grace. | 
If therefore youthinke the Lord pardons your finnes? 
‘becaufe you have beene leffe inners thenothers; er ' 
if you thinke the Lord will not pardon yout fins, be- . 
caufe youare greater finnersthen any elfe,you fin ex-) 
ceedingly again{ft the riches of Gods grace in this; 
point. .Whatis the mean’ by whieh the Father doth} 
thus jnftifie? Tis tor the facisfa ction or by the price off 
the redemption of Chrift, Roz. 3.24, Rom. §. 10. 
Eph. 1.7. tor Mercy would, but Juttice, could nor} 
forgive, without fatisfaction for the wrong done.}' 
Hence Chrift fatisfies, that graceand mercy mighe}: 
have their fall {cope of forgiving. So that, neither}! 
works before conyerfion, which are but gliftering} 
fins, Rowm,1.18, not works of grace in us after con) 
verfion,can be caufes of cur juftification :for Abraq! 
ham when he was juftified & fandtitied,yet bed zot}) 
whereof to boaft but beleevedin himthat juftifed, 
the ungodly, Rom4.5, Andthe Apaltle Pazzi faith] 
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expréefly, 


- Fhe Sound Beleever. 
Pe that beleeve have beleeved that We mi ght be ju 


lemption which doth procure our juftification, But 
inderftand this aright, forthis price isnot apply ed to 
ach particular man as the common price, redeeming 
I, €forthenevery Beleever fhould be accounted a 
aviou t,and redeemer of all)butas the price of thofe 
jouls in'patticular,to whorn itis {pecially incended, & 
particularly applyed, Chrifts righteoufheffe is fufhi- 
Jient co juftifie allco whom it is imputed, but it is no 
atcher imputed thento the attaining the end’ of im- 
tation, vz, to juftifie and fave me it particular, 
otto make me a head of the Churchor acommon 
Waviour : Tce argucsa man weakly principled, that de- 
ps the neceffity of Chrifts fatisfaction to our Ju- 
‘ification, becaufe forfoothevery Beleever fhould 
When bea Redeemer. By Satésfattion | underftand, 
ie whole obedience of Chrift unto the very death, 
vhich is both ative and paffive,by which weare ju-} 
Fhe Heb- 199 10, Phil, 2,8, that righteoufneffe 


Chrift (wrought in his fatisfaétion) is imputed, 
Which facisthes the Law and divine Juftice, Ga/.4.1. 
| . 3.4. which is botha Give and paflive sthe very rea- 

3a why the Law requires perfect obedience of us, 
hich we cannot poflibly bring before God; is, that 
emighe feek for it in Chrift, thac fulfilled all righ- 
toufnefle ? and therefore he is called the ed of the 
aw for vighteon[neffe, Rom. to. 3.4. And it is 
range that any Lhouid deny juftification by Chrifts 
“tive obedience, upon this ground, vz. becaufe 
pat by the workes of the Law (which {atisfie the 
nw) {hall no: finzer be juftified;and yet withallfay, 
ie are \juttified by thatwhich fatisfiesthe Law. 
This rightéoulne {Te of Chtitt is not that of the God- 
2ad,(for then what need wasthcre for Chrift todoe 
r fagfer 7) but chat which was wrought in the Man- 
boda” Pp Mic beets 


‘ified,Gal.2.1 6. *tis therefore the price ot Chriftsre-} 
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And hence.it is infinice inicfelf, chough infinice 19) 
yalne.in that it. was rhe righteon{neffe of fucha pe 
ton, “This righteoufhefle of God may be confidered 

irwo wayes; Birlt,abfolucely in it felf; Secondly, req)’ 

soup me ks ea 


Be: : 
fpectively, as donc forus, ‘ni i 
1, Chrifts abfolurerighteoufnefle is not imputed) 
iro.us, vez. agheis Mediarour, Head of she Gites 
having the Spirit withouc meafure (which is next te! 

| infinite} 8c, for though thefethings are applyed for! 
our good, yetthey are not imputed as our vighteoul} 
neffe ; and therefore the objection yanifheth, which}! 
| faith we cannot be juftified by Chrifts righteoufnels} 


| becaufeitisot fuchinfiniteperfection. (4+. 
| 2. Therefpective or difpenfative righteoufnefit 
i which fome call juffstia fide jufforia, isthat where 
| by Chriftis juft for as in fulfilling the Law, in bear 
| ing Gods Image, wee once had, and have now lot} 
| by fin; and thus we are truly faid to be as righteous a} 
| Chrift by amputation, becaufe he kept the,law for us} 
jand here obferve that the queftion is. not whether al 

that Chrift did & had isimputed to us as ourrighte, 
|oufnefs, buc whetherall that he did pro mebis,forus,a. 
ja farcry. in fulfilling the law, be not for fub/tance,ou: 
i righteoulnels; & therefore to think that wearenot Jul 
| fified by Chrifts righteoufneffe,becaufe then we au 
| juftified by his working of miracles, preaching 0: 
|fermons,which women are not regularly capable of} 
1 is but to. calt blocks.before the blind ; forhat.chough 
| Chrift doth not beftow his perfonall wifdom and jus 
| ftice upon another, yet whathinders, bucthac-chay 
| which Chniftdcth by his wifdom & righteoufnesto: 
janother,, thefame fhould {tand goed. for him,fo! 
whom .itijsdone ? for thus itis infundry cafes amon; 
men; Chrifts effental righteou{nefs,infinite wider 
fulne{s of {pirit without meafire,&c, is not impute! 

tous; yerthele have con{pired together to do.that fe 
ape ,: ; ec male ea AW 
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infant of yourclofing with Chrift, you are chen to 
{ee it,and by Paithto admire Gods rich grace for ite): 
“Whar isthe extent of thisfencence? aut 
The defcription faich , thas Chrifts fatista Chion} 
thusapplyed, the Father deth two things. ah 
1, Heabfolyes them ftom allguilt and condemna- 
tion of fin, fo thatin this fenfe, be fees mo inaquaty tm 
Facob, chaftifementsthey may now have after juftt 
Geation, but no punifhments; crofles, nor curfes 3: 
{uchas deftroy their fins, no punifhments todeftroy: 
their foules : hence thofe phrafes in Scripture, feats 
tering fins as a mift, blottang thens out ,remembr ing: 
the nano more, fetting them as far as Eaft ts from the 
Weff : for Chrift being made fin for his people, anc! 
this being imputed, he abalihing all fin,by one offers 
ing, Heb. 10. hence all are forgiven ; and hence it 
chatthere can be no fuit in Law againft a finner, thi 
Law being fatisfyed, andthe finner abfolved:; nai 
hence finis condemned, and the finner fpared, Rom 
8.3,.asChritt dyed for us, fo he was acquitted for 
and wein him ; wee in hina in redemption, wee 
him inastuall faich and application, Whether « 
fins, paft,prefent, and to come,are actually forgive: 
Jacchefirft inftant of: beleeving, I willnots dare ni 
determine; this isfafeto fay, 1. That the fenteni 
of pardon of all thy fins, is atan inftant, Ro.8.2. bi 
~ | not the fenfenor execution of pardon: actual fenter' 
lof pardon,notaétual application of pardon tilthey 
agtually committed, Col. 2.13. 11¢b.9;12 Heb.t 
1,2+ Rom.3.25+ There isa pardon of courfe (fon 
fay) for fans of infirmities,# fay there is alfoapard 
of courfefor fins of wilfulneffe, all m anner of fi 
but rotfenfe of pardonalwayes. He accepts 8¢« 
counts us perfectly righteous, Koz, 4. 3, Faith 
accounted for righteoufneffenotthe act of Faith; 
the Arminians would, butthe object of ic appre 
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ed by Faith ; Rom.§.17. The Lord accounts us as. 


righteous through Chrifts righteoulneffe,as ifwe had 
kept all che law, fufftered allche punifhments tor the 
breachof it; Who canlay any thing to the charge of 


Gods elect, whom God hath ju/fefied 2 faith the A- 
poftle,Ro,8. Satan may anfwer, Yes, I can, for the 


Law faith, The foul chat fins muff dye: Chrift ani- 
wers, but I have dyed for him, & fatisfied the urmoft 


| farthing to juftice in chat point: True,may Saran fay, 
| here is farisfaction for the offence, butthe Law mult 
bekeptalfo ; the Lord Chrift anfwers, Iam the end 


of the Law for righteoufheffe,I am perfect holy and 


i righteous, not for my felf, (for | am a common pet- 
fon) but for this poor finner who in himfelfe is excee- 
i dingly and wholly polluted ; and hencethe Lordco- 


versfins, aswellas pardons fins; cloathes us with 
Chrift, as well asremits fin for Chrifts fake ; and as 


we are accounted finners by imputation of dams 


legall unrighteoufnefle,, fo are we accounted righte- 


ous by the fecond dams legall Laas and 


chat unto eternal life, Rom.5,17.1 us you fee 
the nature, now the Lord opens your ¢yes to fee the 
glory of this priviledge; you that never felt the heavy 
é a diftrefled confcienceari- 

fing from the fenfe of an angry God, cannot prize 
‘this priviledg ; bucifyou have, you cannot but fay as 
hedid, Oh bleffed are they whofe iniquitics are for- 


| ginen,and whofe fia ss covered; and again, Bleffed us 


the man to whonethe Lordimputes no fin: Pfal. 32. 
12. The Lord pity us; how many be there in the!e 
times, chat knowthereis no jultification but by chrifts | 
‘righteoufhelle, & yet elteem it not? let me therefore 
‘give you one glimpfe of the glory of it in thefe parti- 
culars, 2. Thisisthe righteoufnes by v hich 4 4ner 
istighteous: the law fhewes you how a man may be 
rightequs, butthere is not the leaft utele of the aw, 
ie. Pee | woreninews 
GS RS RRR nt a ae 


fhewes you bowa finner may become righteous, 


fh mG hy) 
hever could have entered into the thoughts of Angels) 
| how this could be; itis croffe ta fenfe & reafon, foral' 
manaccurfed and finfull in himfelf, ro be atehat ver 
time blefled & righteous in another; to lay, Lord de- 
part from me.for 1 ans a finful mai, Litke §.8+ isthe} 
Voice of natural confcience awakened, not only con.|' 
cerning God out of Chrift, but even when God ap- H 
pearesin Chriftashe didthento Peter; bur thatthe 
Lord fhould become our righteoufnefle, when wee 
think no finnerslike our felyes? no cafes, no afhicti-| 
ons, nodefettions like ours, who can beleeye this? 
yetthusic is; the very {cope of the fourth Chapter to 
the Kouzanes, isnot to thea how a jaft man may be| 
made righteous,but how 4 Sinner may ; out own due : 
| 


| 


— 


ties, works,&< reformation, may make us atthe beft 
but leffe finfull, but this righteoufnefs makes a finner 
finleffe. 2, By this a finner is righteous before the 
fudgement featof God : what man thathath awake.) 
bingsof confcience, but trembles exceedingly when 
he confidersthe judgement feat of God; and of his 


} 


{trict account there; but by this wee canlook upon, 
che face of the Judgehimleife with beldneffle, ft a4 

| Godthat jnftifies, who [hall condemn? Row, B+ 32,, 
Can Chrift condenan 2 he isour Advocate. Can fin 
condemn ? why did Chrift die & was made fin then?’ 
can Satan condemn, if God himfelf juftifie us? ifthe 
Judge acquitsus, what can the Jaylor doe ?. can the’ 

| Law condemn 2 no, the Lord Chrift bath fulfi lled it 


for us. tothe urmoft; Ob the ftings that many have, ; 
faying, what fhall ldo when] die & go down tothe. 
duft 2 may notthe Lord have fomething. again{ft me 
atthe day of reckoning that I never faw,norgotcane: 
celled? Opoor creatures | is Chrift now before God’ 
without {pot ? hath he cleared all reckonings? veril il 
as he is betor ¢ him; are. you,through that rightepul- 
“nes which isin him for you, ey 
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| By this you have perfect righteoufncfle,as pertect- 
lyrighteous,as Chrift the righteoss; 1 Loh.2,1.2,& 


truit of the Spirit of grace, isa blotted, Rained righte- 
onfnefle, very imperfect andlittle; bur by this, the 
I faith of Daved, Peter, Paul, was not more precious 
then thine is,becaufe thou halt the fame righreoufnes 
asthey had, 2 Pet, ¥..2. VVhatlinceré foul bute- 
fteems of perfect holineffe more then of heayen it. 
(elfe? Oh confiderthou haft it (in thisfenfe I now 
fpéeake of )inthe Lord Jelus, By this you haye con- 
cinual-righteoufnefle; what doeft thou complaine of 
daily 2 is ic not becaufe thou feeleft new fins, or the 
fame firis confeffed,&lamented,and in part {ubdued? 
nay forme tothyteeling wholly fubducd; but they re- 
‘urn upon thee again, & the fpringsin the bottom fill 
-hy foulagain,that chou art weary ofthy felf and life. 
but remaember,this isnot a cifterne,bat a fountain 
opened, Zach.1 3.1. forthee to wathin, as /rzve a- 
bounds, ograce inthis giftof righteoutnels abonnds 
vouch more; the Lord hath changes of garments fer 
hee: Zach. 3. 1.2. 3.4.5.607. by means of which, 
there fhall never enter into the Lordsheart, one hard 
Phought coward thee of cafting thee off, or of taking 
I cvenge,upon any new occafion or fallunto fin,; 
} By this you have eternall righteoufnefle, that re- 
Byer canbe loft ; ifthe Lord fhould maketheeas per- 
1-ly righteousasoncee Adam was, or Angels in 
ncayenare,& put on thy royall apparellagaine,thou 
walt indanger oflofing this, & of being ftripenaked 
| cain ; but now the Lord hath put your ri areoulnes 
rtoa {afer hand whichnever fhal beloft,#e6,6.12, 
Dani9.24s By this you pleafe God, anidare more 
uniable before him,then if you had it in your felf; De 
jot fay this isa peor righteoufhels, which ischus out 
pfthy felfin another; ey do you think righceoufhels 
at A Nie . 4. i a ’ 
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in your felf would be beft 2 fs it not becaufe hereby 
you think you fhall pleafe God ? Suppofe thou hadft ji 
it,yetthy righteoulnesfhould be at the beft but mans }: 
righteoufneffe,but this is called the righteoufueffe of 
God, which cannot but be more pleafingto him, then | 
thatin thy felf,2 Cor,3.20, what is Angelicall righte= } 
oufnefle tothe rightcouines of God ? ts buta glow- ! 
worm before the Sun che inell of Efau’s garments, || 
the robes of this righreoufnes of the Son of God, are } 
of a {weeter odour then thine can be or ever fhall be, } 
Eph.5.1.2, Tis faid, By faith Abel,Enoch ec, plea 
fedGod: their perfons were finfull, their one disties | 
were weake, yet by Faith ‘in chis they pleafed God 3} 
thou thinke{t when thou goeft to Prayer, if 1 hadno 
fin, but perieét holineffe inmee, furely God would 
heare me. Itell you when you bring this offering of 
Chrifts righteoutneffe,the Lord had rather haye that, | 
then all you ¢an doe, you bring that which pleafeth 


him more, then if you brought your owne, ea 
thy owncen{cience if it be poffible for the righreoul- 
nefle that is done by thy felfeto be more pleafing © 
God, then the righteoufhefs of the Sonne of God, the 
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‘eftto doe ail thac the Law requires, and hence arifeth 
‘theimpoffibilicy of a true Beleevers Apottalic, as 
from one principal! caufe : They thatdeny fatisfa cti- 
on by Chrifts doing of the Law, becaufe by our own 
workesand doings wee cannot be juitified before 
God, may aswell deny fatisfaction by Chrifts fat 
ferings, becaufe by our own fufferings we cannot be 
|jultified; our obedience to the Law in way of fuf- 
fering, is astruly the works ofthe Laws as our abe- 
dience in way of doing, | | 
| 2. By this you glorifie Gods juftice; whatever 
j| Juftice requires to bee done or fiutered, you give it | 
I unto Ged, by Faithin Chritt, | } 
| 3, Bythis youglorifie grace and mercy, Eph. 1.7.. 
\for by this means mercy may oyet-abound toward 
\you, and you may triumph init asfureand certainto 
Vyou, What a blefled myftery is this ! Doth ic not 
erieye you that yeu cannot glorify God in your times 
i jand places? Behold the way, if thou canft not doe it 
I by obedience, thou maift by faith : & thereby make 
reftitution of all Geds glory loftand ftoln from him 
{by thy difobedienceto him. By this you have peace 
lin your confciences : by this, Chrifts blood is {prink- 
led uponthem, and that caoles the burning torments 
oefthem, Ro, 5, 1. Phe commers unto the Leviticall 
facrifices and wafhings , ( types of this offering of 
Chrift)could not thereby be perfected & be without 
the guilty conf{cienee of fin : none of your duties can 
pacify confeience,butas they carry you hitherto this 
righteoufneffe, but the commersto this have no more 
terrors of con{cience for fin] mean they have no juft} 
caule tohave any ; this Rztx-bow appearing over 
| your heads, isa certaine figne of fair weather, & thac 
there fhal beno mete de/wge of wrathto overwhelm 
thee. By thisall miferiesare removed ; when thy fins 


are pardoned, there is oe like death,&& {hame}' 


and 


%, 
on 
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and ficknefle, but they/are not ; it’s faid, Z/z, 33, 0k? 

Theve {hall be none fick among them; why to? be- 

caufethey {ball be for geven thetr intquities : Tis no}, 
ficknefle ina manner, no forrew, noaffiistion, if thel: 
yenome,fting, & curfe be taken away by pardon of 
fin; thy ficknefle, forrow, loffes, death it felfeis bet-\ 
ter now then health, joy, abundanee, life; you may): 
here fee death, hell, grave, (wallowedup in vittory, 

and now tread uponthe necks of them, 1 Cor. 15.|; 
You may fee life in death, heaven in the deepeft hell,| 


glory in fhame - whenthou feeft all thy finnes done 


away inthe blood of Chrift Jelus, This is the blef-| 
fedneffe of all you poore beleeyers and commets te) 
the Lord Jefis: what fhould you doe but beleeye ity 
and rejoyceinic ? If the wicked chat apply this righ | 
teoufneffe pref ptuoufly fay, Let usfinthat grace | 
may abound, and make no ether ufe of forgiveneffe, | 
but to run in debr,&& fin with a licenfe s Why fhould | 
het you fay, onthe ether fide, Let me beleeve and / 
owhemy portion inthis righteoufheffe, thatagmy 
fins have abounded, fomy loye may abound ; asmy|_ 
finghave been exceeding great, fo the Lord may be |, 
exceeding fweet; as my fins continne and encreafe,|. 
fo my thankfulnefles’ glory in God , triumph over |. 
death, grave,fins, through Chrift,may alfoencreafe; |. 
as you fee righteoutnefic in Chrift for everyours, fo] 
you may from thence expec from him fuch a righ- hy 
teoufnefle asmay make you righteous alfo as hee is f 
righteous. Tremble thou hard-hearted impenitént} | 
wretch, that didft never yet come to Chrift, nor feel] 
|thy need of him, or prize his blood; this is none of i, 
thy portion, all chy finnes are yet uponthee sand {hall} . 
one day meet thee in the day of the Lords fierce] | 
wrath, when he fhallappeare 4, aneverlafting bur-| | 
ning beforethine eyes, and thou ftand guilty before] , 
himaschaffeandftubble S a ate 
: i r Che, Sect, 2," - 
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| oe» Secondly, Reconciliation. 
__ Thisis the fecond benefit whichin order of nature 
follows our Juftifcation,although fomtime ina large 
fenfeitistaken for the whole work of luftification, 
ftrictly taken, it followes it, Rom. 5.1. Beéag juffified 
by fatth,we have peace with God, z,e, nov only peace 
| {rem God in our confciences, but peace with Godin 
our reConeilement to bim,and histayour coward us: 
Being juftsfied,we {hall be faved fremwrath, ic. not 
onely the outward fruiks of wrath, but wrath from 
whence; thofe come ;.Chr/t is firtt King of righte- 
onfnefe then Keng of Peace, Heb, 7, 2. forisnot Gn 
the caufe of Gods anger? muft not finne therefore be 
q Sxft removed in our juftification,before we can have 
| Godsangerallayed imour reconciliation 2 fo thatas 
jf our jultifieation theLord accountsus juf,fo in our 
jrecenciliation (him(elfbeing at peace with us )he ac- 
counts usfriends;indeed our meritorious reconciliati- 
on isby Chrifts death;as the Kings fonwho procures 
his fathers favour toward a Malefactor, who yet lies 
in cold irons& knows it not ; and this is before our 
Jaftification or being, Row, 5.9, but aStually & efti- 
cacsous reconciliation, whereby we cometo the fini-} 
tion & poffeffion of it,is after our juftification, Rom. 
3624.25, Chrift isa propitiation by faith,and here 
the MaletaCtor hathitidings offavar, if he will accept 
of it, Ep). 2.15.17. and of this I now {peak : God 
& manwereoncetriends, but by fina great breach 
jis made, the Lord onely bearing the wrongis jultly 
proyoked,//2.65.3.3, manthaconly doththe wrong} 
isnotwithftanding at enmity with him,& will not bef. 
Intreated toaccept of fayour, much lefle ro repent of 
forelhealsthis breach by being mediator betweene 
beth; heetakesupthe quarrel, and firft recouciles 
1 Oe: ek 8-3 God 
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God to man, and man to God, é# hinsfelfe, in Ke 
| denaption, and after this reconciles God and man 0): 
himfelfe in (or immediately upon)our juftification; 
This Reconciliation conf1ftsin two things chiefly: 
1, In our peacewith God, whereby the Lora 
\Tayesby alla‘ts of hoftility again{tus, Rom,5.% 
2. In love and fayour of God, I doe not meane 
Gods love of good will, for this isin Election, but 
his loye of complacencte and delight, fortillweea 
juftified, the Lord .behayes himfelfe as an enem 
and ftranger to us whoare polluted beforehim, but! 
then he begins thus to loveus, 1 foh2 4,10.16, Col: 
1.24.22, A Gardiner may intend toturnea Crab, 
tree {tock into an Apple-tree, his intention doth not: 
{alter the nature of it, untill it actually be engrafted 
-|upon - fowee are dy xature the children of wrath, 
|Eph. x. 3. The intention of Godthe Father, or his! 
love of good will doth not make uschildren of favour! 
and Sons of peace, untillthe Lord actually call us to, 
and ingraffe us into Chrift, and chenas Chrift is ¢fe' 
delight of God ; fo weein-him are loved with 
fame love of delight, Peace with God and love of 
God are of ditterent degrees of our reconciliation :! 
A Prince isat peace or ceafeth warre againft a rvbell! 
vet he may not bring the Bebell before him, into his 
_ |bofome of fpeciall fayour, delight,and love; but the 
| Lord doth both, towards is enemies, {trangers, Re 
bells, devils, in our reconciliation withhim, => 
~ QOhconfider whata bleffed eftate this is to be at 
| peace with God : Ic wasthe titleof honour the Lord 
| purupon Abraham to bethe friend of God, Ha.4r. 
18, Lam notableto exprefle whata priviledge this is, 
tis better felt then {poken of; as Aofes faid, Pfal.60, 
Who knows the greatnefs of | his wrath; Sol may fay, 
who knowesthe greatneffe of this favour and love?! 
t- That God fhould be pacified with thee after an- 
Re : eS perme 3 | 
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per, this is exceeding glorious, fas 2,142, Whatis 
man thacthe Lord fhould vifit him, orlookeupon 
him, though he never had finned? but to looke upon 
thee, nay tolovethee, after provocation of fin, after |. 
{uch wrath; which like fire: hath confumed thoufand 
thoufands, and burnt down the botteme of hell, and 
ig now andever fhall bee burning upon them ; Oh} 
bleffed are they that finde this favour ! | 
2, Thatthe Lord fhould be pacified wholly and 
thorowly, that there fhould be no anger left for you | 
to feel. ‘The poore afflicted Church mightobject a- 
-gainft thofe {weet promifesmade here, /[4. 37.102. 
3, that fhe left no love : You are miltaken, faith the | 
i Lord, Fury.zs not in me,ver. 4, Indeed againft bry- 
| ars and thorns, and obftinate fiuners that prick & cut} 
| meeto Weer, heart by their impenitency, I have,} 
| bue none againft you + Out of Chrift, God zs a cen-| 
| fuming fire, but in Chrift he isnothing elfe but love, | 
3 10li.4.16, & thoughthere may be fatherly frowns, } 
| chaftifements, reproofs,and rods, though he may for } - 
atimehidehis face, {hut out thy prayers, deferre to} 
"fulfill promifes, 8c, yet all thefe are out of pure love } 
‘tothee,and thou fhalk fee it, and feel it fo in thy latter 
‘end, Heb.12.8,9. Never did David love Jonathan 
I Gwhofelove exceeded) as the Lord loves thee from 
his very heart, now thou art in Chrift by faith. 
| 3. Thatthe Lord thal be pacified eternally never to 
caftthee off again for anyrlins or miferies thou falleft 
into, thisis wonderfull ; Thofe whom men love they 
i  forfakes iftheir love be abufed; or if their friends be 
} | in affliction, they then bidthem good night ; but the 
Lords love & favoriseverlafting, //2.9.7.T he maoun- 
| tains may depart out of their places, & the hills caft 
Il | downto mate) but the Lords kindueffe never (hall,\ — 
| nevercan; He hath hid his face a little moment, \\{a45. 
H . whileschou didft live in thy fin and Hops say to, 
Hes cn Soba | ms be tt 
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with everlafting mercy he will embrace thee ; Nay) 


nad Beleever, 


priviledge isthis ? Didthe Lord ever 


\ 


ftale and:cammon thing in ourdayes, yetthisischat] ., 
which isenough to burft che heartwith aftonif{hment] - 
and amazement , tothinke that the party offended, | 
(who therefore had no caufe co feeke peace withus 20 
gaine)fhotld find outfuchaway of peace asthisis AD 
Woetothe world thatdefpifethis peace, 
6. That being shus pacified, you may.comejnto} 
>| Gods prefence with boldneffe at any time, audaske| 
| What you wills I wonder what be can pines 5 


Ne 


|whichis more, the abounding of thy fiz is now the, 

occalion of the abounding of hzs grace, Ko. 5.20, thy) 
very wants & naiferiesare the very caules ot his baw; 
els and tender mercies, Heb, 4. 15.16, Oh hata | 
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ne loyes you, Rom, §. 2.and which is yet more, that 
jow all. creaturesare at peace ws you, 106. 5,23. as 
when the Captaine of the Army is pacifyed, none ef 
is fouldiers muft hurc or ftrike that man; nay, that 
jereby all your enemies fhould be forced todo good 
eyou; Oh death where ts now thy fling 2: , 

L have oft wondered, if Chrift hach borne all our 


Iwefecl any miferies or {ce death any more ? and I 


ziven, betrer then by this,vzx. chat ifthe ord fhould 


belifh the very being of our miferies,hey fhouldin- 
Need then do usno hurt;: bucneither could they then 


doeusany good : for ifthey were notatall, how 
could they doe us good.? new the Lerd. Jefus hath 
made {ucla peace tor us,as that ourenemies {hal not 
only nov hurt.us, burchey hall be forced (himfelfor- 
1 ‘bance tedoemuch good unto us; all your 


dwants fhallbut make you pray the more, all your 
forrewes fhall but humble you the more, all your 


ill your {piricuall defertions {hall but make you long 
‘or heaven, and to be with Chrift che more s.itis now 
pa of your portion, not only tohave Paul avd _A- 


Oh Lord what a bleffed eftate isthis; which, though 
shoufands living under the Gofpell of peace heare of, 


ura reftlefle purfuit of the fayour of men,and in feek- 
ing worldly peace; yet to this day (though born ene- 
miesto God) never fpent one day, it may be not ene 
honre, inmmourning after che Lord for favour from 
im, nor care not for it, unlefle it beupon their own 
itearnas, vz, that God would be at peace withthem, 
butthey may ftill remain quietly in their fins & war 
againg God; & thence itis,that the Lord will Bia 
ROL St bite y 


~ 


niferies and fuffered death for us, why then{heuld | 


Ie never fatisfie my owne heart by any anfwers | | 


em ptations {hall but exercife your gracesthe more ; } 


Jpallos and world, but deat hit felfe, to do-yougeod ¢ 


beet regard not; they can {train their confciences | 
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ly take away peace from the evhole earth, and plagwe 
the world with war and blood-fhed ?asit isin Zach, 
11,6, Deliver every manintothe hardof hrs neigh-\}' 
bour, andinto the hand of his King, and they (pall\\' 

{mitethe Land; even for this very caufe, for defpil- 
ing the peace & reconciliation with God, you might|}' 
and fhould haye accepted in the Gofpelof peace, ||’ 

Thirdly, eAdoptionn == 
Thisisthethird benefit, which in order of nature |) 
followes our reconciliation, whereby the Lord ac- ||’ 
counts us Sons,aiid gives us the Spirit and priviledge |} 
of Sons: for in order,we muft be firft beloved before |/' 
we can be loved fo asto be accounted Sons, 1 Loh, 3. |} 
1,2. for the Lord of unjuft to account us j#/? in our }} 
juttification is much; butfor the Lord toaccount us]! 
hereby as friends, this is more . but to account us|} 

Sons allo, this is ahigher degree and a,farther privi-] 
ledge; and hence, qur Adoption followes our Faith |} 
fob,t.12.Gal,3,26, andif Adoption, then the Spi-}! 
ricof Adoption muchleffe doth not precede Faith, by |’ 
Chrifis active obedience (our Divines fay) wehave} 
right uncolife; by Adoption wehavea farther right; | 
the one deftroyes not the other; fora man may have} 
rightunto the fame thing uponfundry grounds : we} 
knowthere aretywo forts of Sons : 1. Some by na-" 
ture, borne of ourown bodies, and thus wee ate not} 
Sons of God, butchildrenef Wrath, 2. Some by}) 
Adopsion which are taken ont ofanotherfamily, & ]' 
occounted freely.ofus as our Sons; and thus AZofes}' 
wasforatime the Sonof Pharaohs daughter, And |) 
ofthis Son-fhip by Adoption J now {peak, the Zord ]! 
| taking usout of the farnily of hello be his Adopted |! 
Sons, Chriftis Gods Son by eternal generation, A=] 

dam by creation; all beleevers are Sons of Adoption, 
Now Adoption is two-fold, - ‘poche 
‘el se TE A hes OE ac, 1, External, | 
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1, Externall, whereby che Lord takesa people by 
outward Covenant and difpenfation to be his Sons, 
and thus alithe Jewes were Gods fir/t-borae,Exod, 
4.22,aad unto them did belong the Adoption,Rom. 
9.4, 5+ And hence their children were accounted 
Sons, as wellas Saints,and holy -  Cor.7.14.Exech, 
16.20, 21. but many fall from this Adoption, as the 
Jewesdid. | Dalat y: 
2, Internall, whereby the Lord out of everlafting 
love, to particular perfons in {peciall, hee cakesthem 
out of the family of Satan, and by internall love and 
(pecial account reckons them inthe number of Sons; 
makes them indeed Sows, as wellas callschem fo: /- 
(az by tpecial promife was accounted for the feed, 
‘Ro.9.8, & of thiswe now {peak, Now thisis double. 
a, Adopticn begun, 1 Joh, 3.1.2, now we are the 
Sonsof God, To which of us, (though Sons indeed)} 
Wyct the Lord behaves himfelt coward them for fome 

-ime, and for {peciall reafons, as unto fervants, ¢x- 
reifing them with many fears, Gal, 4.1.2. tome {pi- 
bits willnot be che better. for the love of their. Father, 
four worle ; and therefore the Lord keeps a hard hand 
yer them ; to others,the Igord behaves himleif with 
nore fpeciall refpect, in making them cry with more 
poldnefle, bba F ai her,Rom.8.1 5,16, who willbe 
more eafily overcome, and bentto his will by love. 
- 2, Adoption perfected, when we fhall receiveall 
he priviledges of fons, not one excepted, Ro7z.8,23. 
where we arefaid ta wait for ony Adoption, the Ke~ 
demption of ovr bodies ; By the firtt we are fons, but 
not {eene mor known fuch, 1 Fox 3.1.2. By the te- 
rond, we fhall be known before all the world robe} 
luch ; wee how Ipeake principally of Adoption be- 
put whereby we are Sons in Gods account, and by 
‘eall reception of the Spiritof Sons ; the manner of 
his Adoptionisthu,) © 9 > UE 
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: ines and all the glory in it,and all the Kings, & great, 


and willnothe that feeds the Ravens, and cloathes! 
\ 21,22, . 


1, God loves Jefiis Chrift with an un{peakable| 
"love, ashis only Son,andas onrelder brother, |, 
2. Hence when we are in Chrift his Son, he oval 
us with the fame love, as he doth his own Son. 

3, Hence the Lord accountsus fons, Ephe/, 1.5.6. 
Gods love is not now toward usas to e4dam\ 
his Son by creation, vz. immediately diffufed 
uponus; but in loying his owne Son immedi-| 
ately, hence he lovesus,and hence adoprs us,and| 


- accounts us children, - _ | a 
Ohthat the Lord would open our eyes to fee this 
priviledge; Behold it,faith Fobn, 1 lohan 3,1. ftand ' 
amazed at it, that children of wrath fhould become’, 
ithe Sons of the mofthighGod; for a beggar on the, 
dunghill, a vagabond, runnagate from God,a prodi-! 

| gall,a ftrangerto God,whom the Lord had no caufe, 
to think on, to be madea Son of God Almighty, | 
If Sons, thenthe Lord doth prize and efteem you, 

as Sons? If aman hath twenty fons, he eftcemes the 
poorelt, leaft, fick child heehath, miorethen all his 
goods and feryants, unleffe he bean unnatural fathers 


Itell youthatthe leaftof you, the pooreftand moff| 


| 
1 


| 


feeble beleever, is accounted of God, and more es) 


ftcemed then all his houflhold. ftuffe - then heaven,, 


men inthe world : //2, 43.4.5,6, not becaufe thon 
haft done any thing worthy ofthis, but onely becaufé, 
he accounts thee freely as his Sonne. aH 
| ~ If fons, thenthe Lord turely willctake care for you. 
asforfonss a godly father hatha double care of his 
children, Firft, of their temporall; Secondly» and. 
chiefly of their eternalleftate ; we are ready to que- | 
flion 1ntimes of want, what we fhall eat, drink, how | 
| we fhalllive; Ohconfider, art thou a Son of God, ) 


| 


{ 


the Lélies,proyidefor thee ? Yesverily, he willtake 
9 . ; : K “Ky ' é ae Care 
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care for thy temporall good. Itis true, you may bee 
| brought into outward ftraits, wants, miféries, yet 

then the Lord isthereby plotting for thy eternal good, | 
for hence come all Gods corretions, Devt, 3.5, 
Heb,%2,8. the Lord took allthey bad tromthem by 
their enemies in warre, and carryed them away cap= 
tive intoa {trange Land, yet /er. 24. 5. this was for 
their gcod ; we thinkthe Lord many timestakes ro 
| care forus, and fo make him of a worfe nature then 
| the favage beaits,or bloodymentcward their young, 
burchis igcertain, hee never denies any thing to usin 
outward things, butic is co further oureternall blifle 
with him, to doeus good in our latter end.: what fay 
godly parents ? itisno matter what becomes of my 
children, when I am dead, if the Lord would but 
| give chem himfelfeto be their portion; if at laft they 
| nay fee che Lordinglory : doe not wonder then if 

ii che Lord keepes you fhort fometimes. 
___ It Sons, then he loves you as Sons, as a father doth, 
bis fons; you thinke the Lord loves you not, becaule 
you doe not alway feele his love, nor know his love ; 
isthy fon not thy childe, becaufe whiles it is young, it 
knowes tot the father that begot it, or becaufe thou 
artfometime departed from it, and haft ic nocalway 
inthine own arms ? L{rael faith, Ay God hath for- 
W{aken me and forgotten me, [fa 49.1.4. and yet no 
§ mother tenders her childe, as the Lord did them; you 
i thinke becaufe you have fo many finsand afflictions 
gone upon another,thactheLord loves ycu not: judge 
irighteoufly, hach chy child no father becaufe it isfick } 
long together, and therefore ke prunder unto a {pare 
dyet ? no, he knowes our mould, and that we are but 
duft, and freely chofesus tobe his Sons, and hence 
loves notwith{tanding allour fins: P/a. 89. 32-33. 
if he feés Ephraim bemoaning his {tubbornefle, as 
Well as bis ficknefs, & Wee, Ler, 34.20. doth he 
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‘the:Lord protefle, Ls he xot my only Sonne? | | 
- lk Sons,then we are heirs avd co-heirs wath C hrift, | | 
faith the Apofile, Kom.3,17. fonsby nature are not} | 
alway heires, but al] fonsby Adoptionare : wee are} 
heires with Chrift, the Lord Chriftas our elder bro=| _ 
ther managing all our eftarefor us,b:caufeunableto| 
do it our félves; weare hetres, 1, of the Kingdome of | 
glory, 1 Pet.t.4.§. Heires of allthis vilible world, 1 | | 
Cor.3,22.not that we have the whole worldin our l 
own hand(it would be roocumberfome tous to ma- | 
nage,)' but the Lord gives us the rentof it,the bleffing | | 
& good of it,though it be poffeffed by others, 3,.We | | 


whereby Jehovah himlelfe comes to be our inher} |, 
tance & portion for ever; and look as Chrift was in,) | 
the world an heire of all, theagh trod underfoorby| | 
all, foare we whatcan wee delire more 2 Jf Sons, | 
chen we have, and fhallever have the fpirit of Sons, |, 
Rom.8,1 5.16. & what are we che better for this Spi-} 
rit 2 ttuly hereby, Piclt wecry unto him, we are ena-|_ 
bled to pray who could not pray before, becaufe guilt} , 
{opt our mouthes, Secondly, we cry Abba Father} | 
and this Spirit witnefleth that we are fons of this Fa-| | 
ther ¢ iris not {aid that it witneffeth to our fpirits,but| 
Ste witneffeth a2 our f{pirits, 2, our re-} 
newed conicience, thus; All beleevers called and ju- yl 
ftified' of God are Sons, but ] am fuch a beleever,} 
therefore Tama Son, now the Spirit beares witneflel 
with us ineéyery part,both premifes and conclufion | 
only it being the cleareft and ftrongeft witnefle,icte-| | 
Rifies che famething our coniciencesdo,but yet motel 
clearly, morecertainly, more comfortably & fweet={ 
ly, ravifhing the foul with moft unfpeakeable peace} 
| & joy, efpecially inthe conclufion, I know.there is| | 
a Noetich teftimony, bucit is laftly refolyed into thi au 
He not now difpure it, only this is certaine ; that this} 
teftimony allthe Sons of God have by means of thei] 


Sea, 
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their s Adoption, They may notindeed fomtime hear 


its ifthey do,they may object againftirthrough the | | 


unbeleef ju’ part remaining inthem 3 or if itbe tomes 


| times fufpended, what you wantin the witnefleand 


comfort of it, you havetin the holineffe of it; and 
therefore the Spiric fealing is called the holy Spirit, 
€ph,4.30. 1 Pet,1, 6,7.8.and is not this a great pri- 
viledge ? Third ly,hereby you are led and guided,and 


| thatcontinually toward yourlaftend. Foras if e4- 


damhadttood, hee fhould have had the Spirit of 


1 Ged,this very Spirit'to have kept him and all his po- 


fterity from talling ac any timeirom God, fo Chrift 


1] haying ftood for us, juftified us before God 5 fends 
| che imggutable conftantaffiftance of the Spirit in A- 


doption, which though it dothnot alway quicken us, 


| norcomfortus,nor affure us,&c, yet it is every mo- 
| ment.guiding and leading of us unto our urmoft end, 


Fromm hence itis, thatthe fame fis which harden o- 
thers,atlaft humble us,the fametemaptations bywhich 


| others fall& perifh, ferveatlaftte purity us; hence 


our decay ingraceleadsus to growth at laft, hence 
our fears & doubrsferyeto eftablifh atlaft,hence our 
wildrings from God, for atime, make us efteeme 
mote of the prefence.&. waysof God at laft; becaufe 
this Spirit of Adoption isthat by which we arc led,& 


conftantly aflitted & carryed coward our latter end :} 


Oh mourn thouthat att'as yet no Son, bura flayeto 
Satan,&€ unto thy filthy lufts;a fervantat beft,work- 
ing for wagesonely, and feare ofthe whip, who fhalt 
not only abide in Gods houfe as Sons {hall doe: nay 
it may be haft hated and reviledthe Sonnes of God; 
time fhallcome that you fhall wonder at their g!o- 
ty, Whoarenotknownrow. pyeles 
2 teow Fourthly, Santhéfcation, 
This isthe Fourth benefit whieh followes in order | 


e 


ofnature,our juftification,reconciliation,& adoption! 


14, 


Rom, 8, | 
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ytien, for upon our being Sons in Adoption, wee re- | 
ceive the Image of our heavenly Father in Sanctifi-— 
cation; becaufe weare under grace. Hence it comes. 
to paile char we are freed from the raignuing power of \\\ 
(i2,Rom.6,1.4,fo that our Sanctification follows our |\g 
J uftification, and Adoption goes not before it In tl 
juft:fication,we have the loveand righteoufhegof the |} 
Son; in reconciliation, thelove ofthe Father; in A-|}; 
deption, the love ofa Father & prefence of the Spi- |\y 
rit alliltng, witnefling,; in San ctification,the Image : 
of our Father by the fame {piric ¢ and this Yeonceive, | 
withtubmiffion is the fead of the Spirit mentioned |} 
Eph.1.1 3, the eal Sealeng is theSpiric it felfe;the feat |} 
feated, confi fts firftin the expreffion of itin Adopti- | 
on;fecondly,in the impreffion of it in Sancti fication, |) 
and that he only fhal pafleas current coyne;thathath || 
both thele ; I know the moftfulland elear expreflion 
and teftimony of the Spiric is after all Gods work is || 
finifhed in glorification, but the beginning of itis |) 
here in Adoption, a fuller meafire of it in Sanctifi- |; 
cation ; Gods Seale is ever {et to fome promife (as |) 
mens fealesto fome bond, notto blanks) the Lords 

promife of actual juftification, 8 re conciliation, per- |) 
cainsonly to men janctified orcalled’ : in Adoption. 
therefore wee receivethe Spirit, which lookes both | 
wayes;. teftifying either thou fanstified, are jutifi ed) |) 
or thou called att jnftified & reeonciled, I{peak not |; 
now of external fanctification by outward fhew and], 
ptoteffion, and common illumination & operation |, 
of the Spirit “pox men, ftom which many fall away,}, 
Heb.10.39. but of internal 8 {peciall che nature of |, 
which, you may beft conceive in thefe three degrees. |, 
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Tltisthe renewing of aman, So that by ica: man is: f 
morally made a new man,another man; 4// things f 
are become xewthe hath new thoughts,ne w opinions | 
of things,new defires,new prayers, & praifes,new< 
ipolitions, regeneration not diftering from jt, 


? 


ad! 
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| 2, It isa renewing of the whole man, i Thef.5,23. 


firft Adam, {othey are renewed by the fecond e7- 
dam; hocthat we are perfectly renewed in this life 


‘every faculty, Rom.6,19, and from hence arifeth our 
fpiricual combat and warfare with fin,yea with all fin; 
‘itis not becaufe of our fanctification imply ( for if ic 
were perfec, we fhould war and wraftle no more ; ) 
‘but from the imperfeétion of it, And thisrenewallin 
‘part, isin e very part, even in the whole man - and as 
the firft_A dar propogates fin chiefly and radically 
| inthe foul,efpecially into the heart of man; and from 
thence it diftufeth it felfe like leaven into the whole 
lump of ourlives,fo the Lord Jefus chiefly communi- 
cates this renewall inco our hearts,and therice it {wee- 
itensourliyes; and henceit is called the inner man, 
Rom,7,22. Eph, 3.16. Youfeca little holinefle ina 
‘Chriftian; I tell you, ifhe be of the right make, there 
isa kind of infinite endlefsholineffe within him from 
whence it fpriags, as there isa kinidé of infinite end- 
leffe wickednefle in a wicked man, from whence his 
fins fpring : if arsan be outwardly holy butnot with- 
in, he isnot fanétifyed, no more then the painted Se- 
pulchies of the proud Pharifees ; if any man fay his 
heart is good, though he makesno fhew in his life, he 
{peaks not the truth, ifthe Apoftle may be beleeved, 
| y John 1.6.- for SanCtification isa renewall of the 
| whole man, within and without; itis not fora man 
co have his teeth white, and his tongue tipt, and his 
nailes pared ; No,no, the Lord makes all new where 
he comes, + Lidl 

} 3.]¢ isa renewal unto the Image of God,or of God 
hin Chrift; anunfangtified man may be after a fort 
renewed inthe whole man,his outward conyerfation 
may be fait, his minde may be ex/éghi xed, his heart 


! 
| 
} 2 , 


foras every part and faculty of man is corrupt by the | 


by Chrift, as we are corrupt by Adam, but in part in) 


279 


=e 


ES 


=e SS 


‘may havea formaof godlineff2, 2 1113.5» bee m 


| ob,1.1.6, we receive from Chrift grace for grace,as } 


| calleth ws from darkneffe ito his marvellous light.) 


| alfofthis pollution, by the contrary habits and difpo-| 
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have {trong refolutions within him unto godlinefles}! 
Deut. 5.29. and hence with the five foolifh Virgins}}j 
may be received into the fellowfhip of the wile, and }}, 
notdifcerned of them neith«r, till the gate is fhur; but} 
they are never renewed in their whole man after the | 
Image of Ged: i, they do net know things, and Jud ge 
ofthem as God doth, they doe notlove and will holi- 
nefle and the meansthereto, as Gad doth ; they hate 
not fin, as Ged doth; they donot delight in che whole }} 
Law of God, it isnot writ in their hearts,and ea | 
they loveit not as God doth ¢ and this is che cut of the }} 
thread betweena fanstified & unfanctified Spirit; | 
by fangtification a man is renewed unto Gods I- 

mage,once loft, but here again reftored ; Eph. 4.24. | 


0 
| 


the feale onthe wax hathtittle for tittle, ‘to that. in the |} 
fealeit felte, wee are changed into the fame Image of 
Chrift by beholding him, snthe glafle ot the Gofpel, 
by Faith; 2Cor. 3,18, L.delecbt in the, law of God) 
in m) inward man, Ro. 7.23, and hence a Chriftian | 
by the life.of fan&tification, lives like unto God; at| 
Jeaft bath a holy difpofation & inclination (the habits] 
of holinefle) fo todos Gal,2,19, L lve umtaGod,he|) 


) of 
that we might hew forth hes vertues; and chat this| 
istrue fanctification, may thus appear; becaufe our} 
{an Clification is oppofed to our original corruption, | 
as our juftification to our original & contracted guilt} 
of fin : now as originall corruption is the defacing off 
Gods Image by contrary difpofitions to finfulnes, fo} 
our fan tification can be nothing ele butthe remoy-} 


e 


fitions to be like unto God again: our fanétificanion|| 
is to be holy, Levit. 20.7, our holineffe hath no othe, | 
primary patterne but Gods holinefle , © fo that on,. 
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\ 


be fanétification is notthe righteoutnefle & holinefs 
inasit isinherent in Chrift, forthac isthe matter of 
our juftification , and therefore fanctificarion muft 
be that holine{s which is derived unto us from Chriit, 
whereby we are made like unto him; and hus Ghriit 
ismade fantléfication rnto ws, 1 Cor,t.30. There 
fhould be no difference betweeen Chrift our righte- 


| Spirit uponus, without created habits of grace abid- 


| mightily affected him for a time, but left him as de- 
ftitute of any grace or change ot his nature ascA thife 


| to bein the Saints) let them vanifh and perifh fro 
under the funne, and the good Lord reduce alli 


| ning the means of our fangtification, ii mortificati- 
| onof Chrift: this may fuffice for explication of the 


| by Chrift, and my heart remain all this while unholy 


| nefit. Icistrue, thou findeft a wofull, fin full nature 


-oufneffe and fanctify cation, if that holineffe which is 
in Chrift fhould be 2erh unto us. » Hence alfo San- 
Gtifycation is not the immediate operation of the 


ing inus, asthe {piric chat came upon Balaam, and 


herod on; No, no, itrenews you unto the Image o 
God himfelf, if yoube truly fanctifyed, And there- 
fore let allthofe dreams.ofthe Familifts, (denying, all 
| inherent graces, but onely thofe which are in Chrift, 


who in fimplicity are mil-led fronrthis blefled ert 


# t= 


of God. I will notnow enter into that depth conte 


onby Chrifts death & vivifycation by the refurrecti- 


nature of ir, Onely fee and for ever prize this pri- 
viledge, all you blefled foules, whom the Lord hath 


tome, if I be juftifyedin Chrift,and befaved atlift 


-& unfubdued unto the willof Chrift; that he fhould 
comfort me, and my holy heart be alway grieving of 
him; -what though the Lord fave me from imifcry, 
but laves me not trom my fin; Oh comfider this be- | 


within thee,crofie & contrary onto holines,& leading 
(PE ast tata (Aes ie hyde | PE thee 
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juttityed ; thou haft many fad complaints, what is it | 
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thee daily in captivity; yet remember the Lord hathp' 
given thee another nature, a new nature ; there ts)’ 
fomthing elfe within thee, which makes thee wra {tle} 
again{t fin; & fhal in time preyail over all fin, AZa¢|' 
¥ 2,20. this istheLords grace fan ctifying ofthee. Oh} 
be thankfull that che Lord hath not lett thee wholly} 
corrupt, but hath begun to glorifiehimfelfin thee, 8} 
to bletfe thee, in turning thee from thine iniquities, 
£, By thisthouhaft a moft f{weetand comfortable} 
evidence of thy juftifycation and favour with God;}: 
he that denyes this, mult (whatever diftinctions hee! 
hath) abolifh many places of Scripture, efpecially | 
the Epiftles of James and John, who hadto do with| 
fome fpirits,that pretended faithand union to Chrilt, | 
and communion withhim,and fo long asit was thus, | 
this was evidence {ufhicienttothem of chai jultity ed |! 
eftates, What faith Fames 2 Thou faylt thon haft} 
faith, fhew tt me then ; prove it for my part, faith he: | 
Ie prove by the blefled fruits and works which How |} 
from it, as Abrabam manitefted his, Fam.2.18,22.1 
Whatlaith Johx? Youtalke (faithhe) of fellomfhipl 
and communion with Chrift, and yet what holineffe | 
is therein your hearts or lives; #f you [ay you have}’ 
febow(hip with hint, andwalke indarkeneffe, we lie 
and doe not the truth; but if you walke in the light.) 
thenalthough your holineffe,and confetfion,and dai- 


ly repentance for fin dothnot wath away fin, yet the |" 
blood of Chrift doth w af ws,1 Toh. 1.6.7, Againe,| 
you fay you Row Chrsff,and the love and good will} ' 
| of Chri coward you, & that he is the propitsatton for! 
your fins 3 how do you know this? faithhe : He that} ' 
fatth, I know him, o& keep not his commandements, 
is a lyar,% Ioh.2.4. True,might fome reply he thac} ' 
keeps notthe commands of Chrift,hath therby a fure | 
evidence that he knows him not,& that heis not unis| 
ceduntohim; butis this any eyidence that wee dee, { 
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snow him, and that we are united to him, if wee doe 
ceephis commandements? yes yerily, faith the Apo- 
tle, hereby we know that we know hinz, if we keepe 
es comamandements, ver, 3, and apain,ver.5. Here- 
ay Rnow we that we arein him, What can be more 
lain ? Whata vanity isthisto fay thacthisis running 
ipona covenant of works ? Js not fanctificationthe 
vrvising of the law tn our hearts, a {peciall benefit of 
he covenant of grace as well as jultification? Hed, 
3, 10,12. and canthe evidencing then of one benefit 
}f {uch a covenant by another, bea runhing uponthe 
j-oyenant of works? isica trueh contained in the cove- 
fnant of grace, vez. that he that is juftified is alfo fan- 
tified, & he chat is fanctified is alfo juftified 7 And 
s itan erroragainit race tofee chis truth, thathee | 
hat is fanctified is certainly juftified; and that there- 
ore he that knows himfeltfanStified,may alfo know | 
hereby that hee is juftitied 2 Tell me how will you 
now that you are juftified ? Youwill fay , by che 
eftimony ofthe Spitit; and.cannot the fame Spirit 
ine upon your graces, & witneffe chat you are fan- 
Rified as well? 1 Lohn'4.1 3,24. 1 Cor,2, 12, Can 
he Spiritmakethe one clear to you,& not the other? 
§Oh belovedit’s a fad thing to hear {uch queftions and 
uch cold anfwersalfo, that fan tification poffibly 
nay bean evidence ; may be ? isnot certaint ? Atlus 
redly,todeny itis as bad'as to affirm that Gods own 
pigee of favour are true evidencesthereof.& con= | 
equently,thatthey are lies &untruths: for fearch'the 
Sctipture,& confider fadly how many Evangelical 
promifesare made unto feveral graces; #2, unto {uch 
perfons asare invefted withthem;you may only take 
atafte from Matth, §.3.4; &c, where our Saviour 
(who wasno legall preacher) pronounceth,& con ¢e- 
quently eyidenceth bleffednes by eight or nine pro- 
mifes, exprefly made to fuch perions ashad inherent 
tacesofpoverty, mourning, meckneffe,&c, there 
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there mentioned; the Lord. Jefés leaving chofe prec| 
ous Legacies of his promifes unto his children that at) 
called by thofenamesof AZourzers, poore £12 {pivth| 
pure tn heart ec. that foevery one may take, & b | 
afiured of his portion manifelted particularly.cherg 
in: chat J many times wonder hogy it comesto pally 
that this fo plain and ancient principle of Catechi{m) 
(for fo it was among the Waldex/es many 190, yeetl 
|fince ) grounded on fo many. pregnant. Scripture} 
{ouldcome to be fo muchas queftioned.in our day}! 
fometimes I thinkeic arifeth from fome wretcher 
lufts men have a minde to live quietly in; defirous t¢ 
keepetheir peace, and yet unwilling to forfake thei: 
lufts ; and hence they exclude this witnefle of wate 
the witnefle of fanctification to teftifie in. the Cout 
of confcience, whether they are beloved of God ana 
(ncere hearced or no, becaufe this isa full witneffeay 


! 
| 
Q 
\ 


ga inft thein,and tellsthem to their faces, that there 2: 
no peace tothe wicked, L{a.§ 7, wlt,Deut.29,1 9.20) 
& that they have not hing to dototake Gods name ti 
their lips that fecretly hate to be reformed,PL.50,1€ 
Inothers I think it dothnotarife from want of grace! 
but becaule the Spirit of grace & fanctification runs 
very low in them ; tis faliaiestacaee can {carce Pa 
itby. the help of {pectacles; ot ifthey do, they doubi 
continually ofthe truth of it; and hence becaufeit car: 
_[ {peak litle, and chat little very darkly and obfcurely: 
forthem; they have no great mind chat it fhould bee 
brought in asany. witnefle for them. Ochers I think: 
may fase much grace & holinefle,yet fora time caft 
it by as an evidence unto them,becaufethey have ex-! 
perience how difficult & troublefome it is to find this 
evidence; and whentis found, how troublefome te: 
teadit, and keepe it fair, and thereby have conftant 
peace and quietneffe ; and hence arife thofe fpeeches! 
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Why do you look to your fanctification.a blotted e- 
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idence ? you may have it to day, and lofei¢to mor: 
ow, and then where is yout peace? and J do beleeve 
‘ LORD deprives many of his precious SAINTS 
‘om the comfort of this evidence; cither becaufe 
hey look onely to this, and not unto Chrift,and their 
aye on by faith, Rom, 5.1. oF elfe becaufe there 
s fome fecret luftor guile of fpirit, Pfal, 32.1. %. 
vhichthzLord by fore and long fhakings about their 
alland{anctification, would firlt winnow out, or 
pecaufe there is a perverfe frowardnefle of {pirit, 
vhereby becaufe they feel not that meafure of fancti- 
ication which they would, do therefore vilify and fo 
-ometodeny what indeed they have; becaufe they 
eel a law of fizinthesr members, leading them a- 
way capteve 3 will not, with Paul; take notice of the |. 
aw of theirminds, whereby that zzaer man delights 
Hin the Law of God, & mournsbitterly wader the bo- 
Iiy of death, by which they might {ee with Pavé,thac |! 
hereis xo condemnation to luch, Rom,8.1, To con- 
slude, what ever is the caufe of this crookednefle of} 
udgement, I doc beleeve that the generall caufe is, 
ant of attendance and {tarding unto the judgement 
nfthe Scriptures inthis controyerfie : for if this was 
: Good unto, men would nor produce their owne ex- 
perience, vz, thacthey would never finde any evi- 
dence from fanctification, but they haye met with it 
in another way,by the immediate witnefs of the Spi- 
rit oncly ; nor would mencry itdown, beeaule grace 
being mixt with fo much corruption, it can hardly be 
{i{cerned, and {0 will be alway left in doubts, and 
| iN the heart is deceitfull, and many that have evi- 
denced their eftates hereby, haye beene deceived: I 
confeffe thus the Popifh DoStors argue againit aflu- 
rance of faith from the Scriptures without fpeciall 
andextraordinary Revelation ; but what is all this 
to the purpofe ifthe Scriptures make ic an evidence? 
away then withthy corrupt experience, fhall this be! 


J 
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_|be judge, or the Scriptures rather? what though maj 
ny judging of themfelves by marksand fignes hay}, 
beene dectived ; yet ifthe Scripture make it aneyij. 
dence,(as we have proved )then though men throug : 
cheir own weaknette or wickedneffe have beenede 
ceived in mifapplying promifés; yet the Scripture 
cannot deceive you = Whatthough jt be difficule tq’ 
difcerne Chrifts grace inus ? yet if the Scriptures wil} 
haveus try our eltates by that rule, which init feife ig: 
eafie, butto our blindneffe and weaknefle, difficull' 

many times to fee; who fhall, who dares condemne! 
the holy Scriptures? which as they Shall judgeus at’ 

the laft day, fhould judge usnow. Suppofe’ that di} 
verfe books,and many Minifters fomecines give falfe! 

| fignes of grace and Geds fayour, yet deth the Scrip-? 
| tures give any ? I {hall propofe one thing to confci-| 
ence, as the conclufion of this difcourfe : Suppofe|’ 
chou wert now lying uponthy death-bed, comfort-| 
ing thy felfe in thy elected and juftifiedeftate; fupe! 
pofethe Spiritof God fhould now grapple with thy | 
confcience, and cell thee, if thou art j/féfied, then! 
thou art called and fantlified, 2 Thef,2.%3,14. Isit" 

thus with chee 2 what wilt thou anfwer 2 it thou fayft} 
thou arrnot fanétified , the Word && Spirit will bear’ 
witnefle then againft thee,and fay, then chou art not 
elected nor juftified ; if thou fay {t chou knoweft not, 
thoulookeft not to fantification,or fruits ofthe Spi! 
rit,they will then reply ,How then eanft thou fay that 
‘thonare elected or juitified? for it. isa cruth as clare! 


jasthe Sun, and asimmoyableas heayen and earth ; 
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ever made fin bitrer to chee, let holinefle be {weet ; if 
continuance in fin hath been an evidence unto thee of 
thy Condensnation, Ohlectheriches of the grace of 
Chrift in redeeming thee from the Jamentable bon- 
Gage & power of finne, be an evidence totheeof thy 
{alyation’s Oh bleffe God for any little meafure of 


{pirieof grace , as many in this degenerate age begin 
todo, faying, You look tograces & fruits, & marks, 
and figns,and a holy frame of heart 8 fan<tification; 
whatis your fanctification ? Oh ket it be the more 
recious co thee, mourning that thou ha(ft {o lictle,and 
lefling the God & Father ofall grace for what lite 
chou haft, wearing itasa bracelet of gold about thy 


] 


1eck, knowing hereby thet: art bor of God, and that 


he whole world lyeth in wickedneffe,and thal perifh 
ty and beauty, thisis glorfication begun ; what grea- 


lory, 2Cor.3.18, we are changed intothe fame I~ 


plory, and the perfection of glory in heaven confifts 


! of foe menat this day but to caft reproach upon 
i(an@iification our glory ? 3, This will give you a- 
Boundance of fweer peace,and therefore, Heb, 1 2.41. 
fic iscalled the gute: free of righteoufnefs s for from 
Bwhence comes the 

ome decay or guile here ?P/'32,1.2. Isitnotf{ome 
Hooldnefs to fin ;thatthey walk xot infear, & therfore 
not in the covfolation of the holy Ghoff? 1s it nottheir 
Hl ccret dalliance with {ome known fin, continued in 
with fecret impenitency? is it nor becaufe they labour 
with fome {trong unmort ified corruption, pride, By 

: | pasfie 


fanctification; doe not fcornor fecretly defpifethis|. 


without this, toh, 5.18.19, 2 Thisis yourglo-| 


rer glory then to be like unto Ged 2 to be like unto} 
ie, isto be nextto God : and therefore this is called} 


age fromglorytoglory. Rvery degree of grace is} 


hiefly in the perfection of grace ; what is the worke| 


he fore troubles & continual doubts} 
fof Gods favour in many menscon{ciences 2 Is it not} 
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‘pastions, thas they are in daily pangs and threwes o 
\contcience for ? Pf. 32.1.2.3.4., what wasthe rejoy=|! 
cing of Paul ? was itnotthatz ab fincerity & fim 
plicity he had his converfation among men 2 Cor. 1.\' 
12, Whatwas Hezekahs peace when dying as hee |}} 
thought? wasitnotchis ; Lord remember I have} 
walked beforethee uprightly ? Ifa,38.2, 3. notthat}' 
this was the ground oftheir peace, for that only is free |" 
graccin Chrift, bur this isthe meanes of your peace, |' 
Loh, 14.22.23. its acurfed peace whichis kept by } 
looking to Chrift, yet loving thy luft. : 
4, This isthat whichwill make you fit for Gods 
ufe, 2 72m. 2,20,21, 2 filthy uncleane veffell is good |! 
for nothing till cleanfed; God will net delight to } 
glorifie himfe|fe much by an unfanctifyed perfon a 
what is thy wife, children, friends, family, the better | 
for thee, if thy heart remain unfanctifyed ? a 
ge A litcle holinefle is eminently all, {pringing up | 
co ecernall life; this little {pring fhall never ceafe run-| 
ning, but it fhall fill Heaven it ielfe, and thy foul in it} 
with abundance of glory, /oh.4.1 sf & 7.38. Youy 
defpife it becaufeit 1s burlicele ; Trell you thislittle is } 
eminently all, and contains as muchas fhall be pow 
red ourby thee!d long as God is God: Tistrue, thou: 
fay {tits weak,and oft foyled, ‘& givesthee patcome ) 
pleat power and victory over all fin, yet know thac. 
this fhall (like the heufe of Daved) grow ftronger o 
rouger and it fhall at laft prevaile,and the Letd will 
not break thee though thou art brwifedby fin daily, 
until] judgement come to victory ; and the Prince of, 
this world be judged, and thy foule perfected in the} 
day ofthe Lord Jefus.. ea ue Meer. | 
| Biftly, Andeence ofall prayers. 
_ Thisisthe fife benefit, which fa hit be a fruit of} 
other benefits, yet L name itin Ipeciall, becaufe J ae 
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ly oblerved and T place it af- 
becaufe of Davids fpeech; /f 
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sayets; Chnftdid great workes when he was upon 
neearth, but for him to doe what ever a poor finful 
reaturc fhal defire him to doc,what greater work of 
jonder can there be then this? Thés zs our confidence 
{aith the Apoftle) that what ever we ash accor ding 
yp his will, he heareth us, t Ioh, §.1§. The greatett 
ueftion here will be, whatare thofe prayersthe Lord 
eliis wil hear ? I confefs many things are excellently 
bokenthis way, yet] conceive che meaning of this 
reat Charter is{ully expreft in thofe words, Inmy 
ame. lf they be prayers inChrifts name,they shal be 
pard, 8 it Contains thefethreethings. T  1.To! 
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| 4, To pray inChrilts name, isto pray with reh 


aah ancetiponthe grace, tayour, and worthinefle of 
Mic, 4+ | merits of Chrift, thus this phrafe is uled, towalhe i 
5s the name of thetr God, isin confidence of the authd; 
rity, and excelleacy, and favour of their Gods, 
they wiilbearethem outin it; fo to pray in Chrif}, 
_ |mame, isto pray for Chriftsfakechus, Ephef; 2.0% 
_ | through him (4, through his death & fanctitycatio\’ 
reficd upon) Weehave acceffe with confidence int 
the Pat ber, Eph,3.12.Lzwhom we have boldnelfa) 
aud accelfe with confidence, by the Faath of him 
There are three evills that com monly attend our pra} 
yes, whea we fee God indeed, 1, Shame and fligh: 
trom God, the Apoftle faith therefore, tharby Fait): 
inChrift we have accefs, 2. If wee doe accede an 
draw near to him, there isa fecret fear & ftraitnes a 
{pitic to open all our minds; therefore faith he, wel 
have boldnefs,the word fignifies liberty of { peecht 
|Openall our minds without feat or difcouragement 
3. After we have chus drawn near, 8& opened all our 
defites& moanes before God,we haye many doubt 
vz, will the Lord hear {ucha finner, and fach weak: 
and imperfeét,and finfull prayers 2 and therefore h; 
alloafhrms, that we have confidence & affurance ¢ 
being heard ; but all thisis by faithin hing: for look 
as Chrift bath purchafed aij bleffing for us by hi: 
death, 8 hence makes his thtercetfion forthole thin 
aily according to our need ¢ So weare much mori 


f 


ito reft upon, & make chat fatisfaction, the ground o; 
our interceflion ; becaufe Chrifts blood purchafes 
this, therefore Q Lord grantthis, 2, To pray in hiy 
name, Isto pray from his command,& according to 
his will; as when we fendanother inour name, wi 
with him to faythus , Tell him that] defire fueh ; 
thing ofhim,andthac] fent you ; fo it ishere,and thal 
+ | the phrale fignifies : Joh, § 43, / am come ix may ie 

thers name,i. By this authority & command, Ty 


+ 
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‘our uttnoftend, ariferh from a {peciall; peculiar, | 

§ pernaturall prefe " 

# quently a Spirit of prayer a 

hence you fhall obferve , : 
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humble comentednefle, to be denyed as wellas to be || 
| beard, and he shall undoubtedly find che thing ictelf }), 
aluft is properly fuch adefire (though for lawfull } 
things) wherein a man muft baye thething beeaule ict} 
pleafech himyaswhen Rackell asked for childrensthe 
inufthaye them, elle fhe nautt needs dye : Give ws || 
water that we may drink wastheit bruitith cry,Ex- | 
o4,17,1+2, rior that we may live co him that givesit: |. 
holy prayers or defires (opposed unto lufts) are fuch | | 
defiresof the foul, leftwith God, with fubmiffion to | 
his will,as may beft pleafehim : now the Lord will} | 
heare the defires indeed of allthat feare him, bue not | |) 
fulfill theirlufts, Thele threcare the cffential preper- | | 
ties of luch prayer asis heard; or if you will, of that i 
whichis properly or fpititually prayer 3fervency,and | 
aflurance,& c, are excellent ingredients; but yet the }’\ 
Lotd may hear prayer withoutthem \: it iserue, the |) 
Lord may fometimesnotheare us prefently, for our | | 
playing times our {owing time, we muftnotlooke : 
pretently forthe harvelt. The Lord heares the prayer) 
ofthe deftitute, Pf. 152,17, the original word 1s, of 
the/hrmb, or naked place of the defert,which the Pro- | | 
phecfaich, fer.17.6. fees good when good comes, \) 
yet fuchas feels themfelyes fuch , the Lord doth re-. 4 
£arathem,and willhayea timetoanfwerthem:and | , 
though the Lord may not give us the thing wee pray 
. | for, norasgooda thing ofthe fame kind, yet he ever| 
givesustheend of our prayers; he that isatSea and | 
wantsdtiffe winds to Carry him to his port, yet hath] ; 
no caufe tocomplain, ifthe Lerd fecretly carries him 
in by a ftrong current ofthe Sea it felfe 3 andiciscer=} 
shal then {ee how the Lordhathnot failed to an{wer| | 
you in any.ene particular, /of,23,1.4, Ohtherefore}. 
feeand be periwaded of this your priviledge, that} 
God will now hear every prayer, many make ae q 
michiesv rt: oe _ ‘f{tion, 


ene The Sound Beleever. 


ftion, How may we know when the Lord grants our 
any bleffing as an anfwer to prayer? many things 
are faid to this purpole; but che fimplicity and plain- 
| nefle ofthe anfwer lyesinthis, v7z. if it be a prayer, 
| God hears it; if it be purup in Chrifts name, icisthen 
a prayer tand that you may beleeve this,and glory iit 
‘this; confider thefe reafons, to confirmethistruch. 
From the promife of Chrift as in this place,/0h.14, 
53.4. which wasa promife in {pecialto beaccome- 
plished when he came to his ‘kingdome ; atid there- 
| fore thoughitis true, Gods grace is free, & therefore 
you think the Lord may as well retufe to heare you, 
| as heare; yet confider that by his promite, hee hath 
| bound himfelfeco heare, From the Fatherly difpo- 
fition that isin God, John 16.26.27. and hence hee 
| foves as, and hence cannot but heareus, ~~ 
|. Beeaufe all prayers put up in Chrifts name, Chrift 
meakes intercession thatthey may beheard ; Heb. 7. 
| 25, he hath laid down his blood, that allour prayers 
| might be heard, (as wee have proved) and indeed, 
I] henecarifeth the infinite efficacy of prayer, becaufe 
4 it is builcupon chat whichis infinitely and eternally 
worthy, Becaufe all prayers of the faithfull arife 
from the Spirét.of prayer, Rom,%.26,becaufe asthat 
which is forthe fleth,is of the flefh; fo hat which is 
| for the Spirit or for the ake of Chrift ; for fpiricuall 
ends, isever ofthe Spirit, Loh2 7.18. He 
Bccaufe of the glory of Chrift, that the Father 
| may beglorifiedinthe Sonne : Cannot Chrift be 
glorified unleffe he heate all prayers ? yes hee could, 
bur yethis will is toreveale his glory by this means ; 
fo that though chou and thy prayers be vile, and 
therefore deferveft no acceptance, oraniwer, yet re- 
member that his glory is deare 5 it is the glory of 
_ Kings to heare fome requefts and petitions, but they 
cannot heare nor anfwer all; itisthe glory of Chrit 
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to heareall, becaufcheis able, wichoucthe lealt dig |, 
| honour to himfelfe thusto does. Oh bee perfwaded }, 
ofthis, how fhould your joy then be full, how fhould}} 
you then delight co be oft with him, how would youll 
then encourage allto come unto him,how would youll 
then be conftrained to doe any thing for him, who is} 
ready to doe.all tor you? but oh, woe unto ourunbe-|) 
leefe, for chat which(the A poftle faith, § Joh. §.1.4.)|\ 
| Was ground of his confidences viz. that what ever|h 
me ask according to his willbe hears r44,isto ground|) 
tous, & we may fay,and mourn tothink, thisis out| 
diffidencesthat what ever Laske according to Chrifts)), 
will, hehearesme not ; but ohrecover from fuch a 
diftruftfull frame, and from all'dead-heartedneffe in| | 
this duty wzthall, left the Lord fend task-mafters and| | 
‘double our bricks,and then we groan,and figh, 8 cry}) 
and learn to pray that way,that willnet pray wor b--|| 
leevenow, Ifthe Lord will butgiveus hearts, aflure} 
edly you might not only rule your felves: 8 families, | 
but by the power of prayer pull downe; and raife up] | 
Kingdomes, difpofe of the greateftaffaites of the| | 
Church, nay of the world, youmight hereby workel | 
wonders, by means of him who ruling all things yee} 


isovercome by prayen Hoft2.g.5.0 | 
| "SEC I, ‘Vv Fs aii baiees |! 
Sixthly, Glortfication, SiN ipl, | 


. This is the fixch and fa{t priviledge and benefi D 1 
and youall know isthe laft thing in the execution of' ' 
| Gods eternall purpofe coward all bie Belened and], 
chofen ones; whom he hath prede/linated, called,ju-| 
/?ified, chem he hathalfo Glorified, Rom. 8,30, here-|, 


by we are made perfect in holineffe, no more fine , 
j : E us rs " ° pang! iy yf 
alftirreinus : perfectalfo in happinefle;_no more| 
teares, nor forrowcs, nor temptations, nor fears (hal \, 
ever moleftus; Heb, 12,13, Revel, 14.13,andall], 


eee. 
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this (halbe in our immediate com maunion with God 
in Chrift, Col.1.18, Loh.1. 7.23.24, we (ball be chen 
Waith Paul,for ever with the Lord: itthe Lord would 
utopen our eyes, and give us one glimpte of this,, 
what manner of perfons {hould we be ? how fhould 
wethen live how willingly then fhould we embrace 
fageotaand flames, prifonsand penury ? the light al- 
Aiétieris here, would net they work for us glory? nay 
Ithe Apoftle ufech fucha phrafe which I beleeye may 
|pofe the moft curious orarour in the world to exprels 
tothe life of it,aw exceeding weight of glory, 2Cor. 
4-17. Whatis ourlifenow but a continuall dying, 
Icarrying daily aboutus that whichis more bitter then | 
a thoufand.deaths ; what faiththe Apotile , You ave 
dead, yet when Chrift (hal appear, you (hall appeare 
with bin in glory ;the general fecurity of thele times 
her Churches be- 


ions of thezimes, as 
fthe comming of 


doe dreame ftillofan earthly wi 
ingoftheir Aes (tah; the Lord da 
and telsthem Hes Kingdonse 1s not of thes worldand 
thathe went away to prepare a place for them, that 
where he is they might be, Toh 4.2.3. and be with 
him to fee his glory; lohn 17.2 3- 24. the place (hall 
be the third heaven, called oxr Fathers boufes built 
by hisown hand with moftexquifice wifdom, fic tor 
(5 great a-God toappearinhis glory (/ a1).3 4u2. 3+) 
i ‘od that A, 


he Senna, Belsewen 


| toallbisdear-children scalledalfoa K ngdom, Mats } 
35.31. Come ye bleffedinhert! the Kingdome prea|\ 
paredfor)on, whichas.che top of allthe:worldly ex-|} 
cellency,called allo axtnher tance, Petja.z.which||, 
the holy Apoftle infinitely bleffech God tor asbeing| 
our own and freely given tous, being our Fathers ine] 
hericance divided among his Sons, which is a greater|| 
| priviledge thento be borne anheirete all the richcft} 
snheritance on thisearth, orto be Lord of allthis vie! 
fible world ; for this inheritance he tels us is, 2, #70 
corrupt solewhereas all thisworld waxeth oldas a\ 
Larment +2. Tis aadefiled,never yet polluted witha] | 
any ‘fin, ne not by the Angels that fell;tor they fellin| 
| paradile,when Guardiansto man,wheras ths whele| 
groans under burden and bondage of corruption, | 
Romi Satin quis) aneros byes ae 
°3. This sever fadeth aways tisnot like: flowers,| 
whole glory and beauty foon wither; buethis thal be} 
oft plea fant, fweet,and ever delightlomes ‘after we} 
haye bee ten thoufand yearsin it, as it was thefirft| 
day we entered into it, (forthisis the meaning: of the} 
word, and fo icdifters trom zacorruptible) whereas i 
in this world({uppofe a man fhould ever en poy lGyer)} 
chere gtowes a fecret fatiety and fulnefle npon our}. 
hearts,and it grows common, & bleflings ofgreatett} 
‘| price are not fo fweet,as thefirft time we enjoy thems} 
they clog the ftomach, and glut the foul : buc here cur}. 
eyes, ears, minds, hearts fhallbe ever rayifhed with} 
that admirable glory which fhines brighter then te 
houfand Suns, the very fabrick of ic being Gods neg 
dle-work,(if I may fo fay) quilted with variety of all} | 
Howers in divers colours, by the exaGteft art of God} 
himfelf,»sthe A poftleintimates, Heb.tt10,.. |. 
Secondly, confider of the glory of the bodies of th | 
Saits inthis place; the Lord fhal change our wile ba= ft 
dies which are butasdircupon our wings,& clogsat} 


43.44. TI 
never dye, Nor rot againe , 
tanding that way, 
tis by hard labour,a 
| faine,nor grow wrinc 
| dy in innocency potwt non 
| this #207 poteft mors, it canno 
I thar there fhallbe no more 
| taintings, firs,8¢c. when 
|| 2.Itfhall bea glorzo 

faith Padi; and whatg 
be dike unto C hrifts glort 
‘twhen Paalfaw, déts 9. 
| San: and theretore here 


_pravifhed to fee fuch'clo 
) vanced to fuchincomp 
of heavenly glory. 3. 
bodys It ts fowne in wea 
| vifein power ; 
_| wine operationso 
| afeeble body; it 
giory,the joy untpe 
| weake bodies canno 


| fpiries) with the weight 
. forethe Lord in mercy 
| elfewe fhhould feel ; i 

jabs,and give 


mities;° butas the third 


fhhall exceed the high 


it fhall bea 


our fecrzasthe A poftle exprefle 
‘| was inthe third heaven,& fawt 
fome there,fee what he faich ofthem, 1 Cor, 1§. 42.4 
{hall be an éncorvuptible body,it (hall 
no not in the leaft degree 
it {halnever grow weary; (as now | 
nd fometime by holy duties) nor 
kled and withered, Adams bo- 
mort, we fay truly ; bur 
t dye 3 andhence it is, | 
ficknefle, paines, griefs, 


wecomestheres 
ws body, it {hall r2/e #2 honour, 
lory {hall ichave? verily itfhal 
oats body P bil.3 elite which 
did [kine brighter theathe 
{hall be noimperfection of 
liavbs,fcars,or maimes, natural or accidental] defor- 
heaven it felfe is molt light- 
Home) Gex, 1.4.2. fo their bodies that inhabits that 
t and glory thereof, thefe being. 
| mote compa dted, and thence fhining out greater’ 
| lu@tre, thatthe eyes ofall beholders fhall be infinitely 
dsofeatth asnow we are,ad- 
arable beauty & amiablencis | 
Ir fhall be a powerfull, firong 
hneffe lah Paul; stfhal 
bie to help forward thé di- | 
fthe foul; which are now cloge’d by 
{hall be able to beare the weight of 
akable,& fullof glory, which our 
tlong endurehere, but we begin 
to burt & break in pieces (like veficls full of ftrong, 
& working of them; & ther- 
keepes us fhort now of what 
fhal = ableto fing Hallelua- 


chic, PLé,3.s0lte Paul 
he glory doubileffe of | 


honour 


ite 
" 
. 
: F 
is : 
~~ ! 
= | 
my 
i, 
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honour,glory power, tothe Lambe thatfitsuponthe 
Throne for evermore without the lealt wearinefles | 

4. Itfhall be a (piretzaill body, our bodies now are | 
ated by animall {pirits,and being earthly and natu- ||! 
rall growes,feeds,eats,drinks,fleeps,and hath natural] |! 
affe Ctions and defiresafter thefe things, and is trou-| 7 
bled ifit wantsthem; but then thefe fame bodies thal | | 
live by the indwelling of the Spirit of God powred |}! 
out abundantly in us,and uponus, and foacting our |}! 
bodies,and {wallowing upallfuch nacutallaffections ||! 
and motionsas thofe be here sas: Adofes being with |/' 
God in the Mount forty dayes 8 nights,did not need || 
any meatordrink, the Lord and his glory being, all} |) 
unto him; how much more fhall ic bethns then? 1} | 
doe notfay.we fhall be fpirits like the Angels,but our] | 
bodies {hall he fpirituall having no naturall defiresaf-| 
ter any earthly blefling food,ray ment,&c. nor trous| |! 
bled with the wantofthem ¢ and hence alfo the body | | 
fhallbe able aswell toafcend tip, as now itis to def-| |! 
cend down; as e4u/tix fhewes by a fimilitude of] | 
lead, which fome artr{ts can beat {o {mallas to.make} || 
itfwim; wee are nowearthly, and. madeto live on| | 
this earth, and hence fall down tothe center; but we} | 
are madethen to be above for ever withtheLord, the 
Lord proceeding from imperfection to perfection; | 
asthe A poftle here {hewes; not firlt fpzrivall,and| | 
then zatyrall; bur firft that which is at ural, (inthis | 
life) andthenthacwhich is /péritual, 

3. Confider the glory of the foule; now we know} | 
but in part, and fee but in part; now we have joy at| | 
fometimes, and then eclipfes befall us ona fiidden;} | 
butthenthe Lord fhall be our everlafting light Ifa. 
60,19. then we {hall fee God face toface, 1 1oh.3e1,| | 
2. we fhall then know and fee thofe things that haye} | 
beene hid, not onely from the wicked; but from the} | 
deepeft thoughts of the Saints chemfelys inthis world || 


i 
q 
\ 
J) 


) 


‘aie 2 Cor.12.4. _ Panls. 
f , Sn ta | 
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| Pawl Jaw formethings wot fit to be uttered, or that he 

could not atter : wee {hall be {wallowed up in thofe 
|depths of grace,glory; immediate vifion, God {hall 
[be allinall, . The fouls thallnow enjoy, 1. theac- | 
1) complifhment ofall promiles which we fee not here 
1) nade good unto us, 1 Cor.t 5.24.then you fhalhave 


}| reftitucion of all thefe at times of refrefhing, wherein 
}) your fins fhall be publikely blotted out from the pre- 
}\ fence of the Lord, Aéts 3.19. 1f Johuatfaid, fof.) 
)) 23.1.4. when the peoples warfare wasended , See #f| 
the Lora, hath beene waiting in one word to you: 
| Much mote willthe Lord Jefus {ay unto you then, . 
| 2. Then you fhall receive a fullan{fwer to all your 
| prayers, alithat grace, holinefle, power over fin, Sa- 
| tan, tellowfhip with Ged, life of Chrift,, bleffing of 
| God 5 which yeu fought for, and wept for,and lufte- 
}| red for hete, you fhallthen (ee all anfwered.. 
4) 3, Then you fhall find.the comfort of all thar you 
| have done.for God, Revel.14,1 3. your worke inthis 
fenfe fhall follow you, you fhallthen infinitely re- 
joyce, that ever you did any thing for God, that ever 
you thought of him,{pake to him,and fpake for him, 
that ever you gave anyone blow to your pride, paflr- 
ons, lu{t, naturall concupiftence,&&c. youfhall then 
enjoy the reward ofallyour fufferings,cares,forrows 
for Gods Chrift, faftings,and-dayes of mourning, 

| whecher publikely,orfecretly forGods people,2 Cor. | 
4.17, the fame gloryGod hathgiyen Chrift,the Lord 
{hallat thactime giveunto you, Joh, 17.22. it fhall| 
| notbe with us there as it was with the wicked I{tae- 
lites, who when they came into the good land of rett, 
they then forgot the Lordandall his works paft; no, 
no, allthat which G.O.D hath done for you in this 
world, you fhall chen look back,and {ee,and wonder; | 
and love,and bleffe, and fuck the {weet of, for ever- 
‘more; it's a fond weak queftion co think whether we 
Me hy fhall 
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~ 


“hall knew one another in heaven; verily you fhalre- | 
memberthe good the Lord did you ‘here, by what) 


; 
nseans the Lord humbled yeu, by what miniftery the}, 
Lord called you, by what triends the Lord comforted 
and refrefhed you ; and there you fhall (ee them with }}, 
you ; doe youthinke you fhall forger the Lord and jj, 
his worksin heaven,which (it may be) you took litle 
notice of, andthe Lord had little glory forhere? 

Fourthly, confider the glory of the company & fel- 
lowfhip you fhal have here ; 1, Angels, Heb.12,23; || 
24, they willlove you and comfort yousandrejoyce || 
wich you, and {peak ofthe great thingsthe Lord hath || 
dene for you, as they did on earth to the SHepheards, | | 
Luke 2,10. Be notafraid, faith the Angel, AZatth. | 
28.5, know you feek Jefus: So will they faythen, } 
be eyercomforted you blefled fervants of the Lord, || 
for we know yeu are loved of the Lord Jefus.. 2.] 
Saints, you fhall fic down with Abraham, Lfaac, & | 
Laceb inthe pelrpdarn of God, be taken into the bo- | 
fame of e4 braham, and there we thall {peake with} 
them ofthe Lords wonders, of his Chriftand King- | 
dome, Pfai,145.1 1. and every fencenceand word | 
fhal be'milke and hony,fweeter then thy life now can | 
be unto thee; wee fhall know and love, ‘and honour |, 
one another exceedingly. 3. The man Chrift Jefus 3} 
when AZary clafpt abouchim, Joh,29.17. Let mea-| 
lone faidhe, touchmenot, Il amnotyetafcended to} 
| my Father. Asif hee had faid, (faith e7u/fiz) then] | 
thal be the place and time wherein we fhalembrace| 
one another for evermore. Never was husband and] 
loving wife fo fanailiar one withanother, asthe Zord} 
Jefus will be (net carnally and inan earthly. manner)} 
but, ina moft heavenly.glorious, yet gracious man-| 
ner with all his Saints; C ome'ye bleffed; will he then| — 
fay to them; we fhallrhenever be, not onely # the| 
Lord, but weth the Lord, faith Panl, 1 Thef.q, nit.) 
Thef.§.Lo, eit teats aot ly juste. 


$ 


| sank ! 
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Jultas Mofes and Elias in his transfiguration, thar 
talked with him, (which wasa glimpile of our future 
glory) fofhailwe then, Luke 12. 37. and you fhall 
then lee that love of his, that bleffed bofome of love 
opened fully , which the Apoftle {aith pafferh kxow- 
ledge, Epbe{. 3,19. | need not tell you of your fel- 
j lowfhip with the Father,alfo when the Son fhal give 

upthe Kingdome to him that he may be all inall, 


which is onely to glorifie this God. - | 
-_ T, You fhallthen live like Chriftinglory , wee 


our fteingsfhall be chen raifed upto the higheft {train 

| of (weet melody and glory. | 
2. You fhall chen blefle him, Eph. 106. Eph.4.30. 
} and that with ravifh ment; you shal come thento the 
fullacknowledgement of the Son of God; you shal 
fee and fay allthis isthe work & grace of Chrift, and 
i then shal cry cut, Oh letall Angels,Saints,ever bleffe 


_ Fifthly, Confiderthe glory of your worke there ; 


fhall thinke and fpeak all with glory, 1 /ohn 3, 1.2. 


30%. | 


Rey.4. 


10,11. 


jie for this. What fhould Ifpeakeany more? You]. 


willfay, isthis eercaine ? Canthisbe fo? Yes affur- 
edly, for Chrift isgoneto prepare this place and glo- 
ry for you, /0h,14,2.3, We have allothe fittt fruits 
ofthis glory which we feel fometimes whereby we fee 
& tafte,and drink, and leng for more of that joy un- 


_ riumph over the rage & working sig ten of remain. 
: ing Corruption, that dark vifion of God,and holy glo- 
ying and boafting inhim as our everlafting portion, 
| &c. which cannot be delufions & dreams which ne- 
ver feed,but ever leave the deceived foul hungry, but 
are realities & thingsindeed, which fatiate the weary 
| foul, & fillicup withthe very fmlne/s of God himilelt; 
Fpe.3.09, & therefore tis certaine that we shal have 
thebarveit that thus tafte of che finits, and che whole 


{peakable,and peace phat pafleth underftanding, that. 


fummie payd us faithfully thar have already ie , i 
i Bis -. the My i 
i eects rence ene sre er nee canst . : 2 ‘ = resin apa! 


iy 


= 


The Sotind Beleeve?r- : 
{ the carneft penny. TheLord alfo fits us for this, ast! 
che Apoftle difputes, 2 Cor.5,4.§. What means the}! 
Lord to deny our requelts in many things as long as} 
we live 2 what is his meaning not to let us feethe ac- 
complifhment ef many of his promailes? isic becaule |) 
he isunfaithfull 2 or becaufe hee would lecus know | 


thenany other people in the world ?doth he not here.}) 
by humble us, empty us, weaneus from hence, and} 
make usas it were vefleils big enoughro hold glory, 
which we hope for inanother world? og 
But you willfay, Can this glory be thus great? Wek! 
fee tiscertaine it fhal befo; but fhall it belo exceed: |} 
ing great andendlefic 2 Yesverily, becaufe - } 
1, The price is great which is paid for it, Ep),1.14 |) 
tisa purchafed poffes ian, (by the blood of Chrift we} 
} enter incothe holy of holies) a price of infinite value) 
muft bring a kindof infinite glory. 2. Weeareby|i 
| Chrift nearer to God then Angelsare, whofe glory |) 


{ 


| we fee isvery great, 3. Shall notourglory be to fer}| 
oucthe glory of Chrift 2 2 Thef.1.10, and iffo, then} 


if his glory be exceeding great,ours muft beare a due}; 
proportion, and be very greatalfo, 4. DothnorGod|} 


pick out the poore and vile things of the world, to be} 
veftelsofglory ?. 1 Cor. 1.27. and isnotthat anar-|| 


{gumentcthat hee intends exceedingly to glorifie him-]} 


felfeon fuch ; to raife up a moft glorious building,} 


where he layesfolowa foundation? 5. Ate not we} ) 


loved with the fame loye ashe hathloved Chrift a 


lob,.7. alt, and {hall not our glory abound then ex.t | 


ceedingly ? 6. Isnotthe rormentand fhame of thet | 


Reprobaresta be exceeding great & grievous ? doth | 
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\not God raifethem up to make his power knowne ? 
Ro. 9,2 3+ What then {hall we think on the contrary 
ofthe glory of the Saints, wherein the Lord fhall fer 

torch his power in glorifying them as he doth the glo- 

[ry ofhis power in punithing others ? and theretore 

12 Thef.1.9. thepunifhment of the wicked isexpreft 
by feparation of them from the glory of the Lords 

| |power ; becaufe that in theglory of the Saints, the 

Lord wil (asI may foday) make them as glorious as 

| | by his power ruled by wifedome hee is ableto make 
(chem. This is therefore the great glory of all thofe 

whom God hath called tothe tellowfhip of his deatre 
|Son; & whiehisyec more, blefled be God thetime 
is not long, buethat we fhall feel what now we do but 
heare of, 8 tee buca little of, as weufe to do of things 
afar offs We are here bur ftrangers,& haye no abia~ 
| sag cxty, we look for this that hath foundations; and 
thereforelet fin prefleus down,& weary us out with 
| wraftling withic; let Sacan cempt, and cafthis darts 

_|atus;let our drink be our tears day and night, & eur 

‘meat gall & wermwood ; let us be fhut up in cheak- 

‘ing prifons,and caft eut for dead inthe fireets,nay up= 

on dung-hills,and none to bury uss lec uslive alone as 

Pelicans in the wildernefle, and be driven among 

| wilde beafts into deferts; let us be {courged,and dif- 

_| graced, {toned, fawnafunder,and burned ; letus live 

| infheep-skins,and goat-skins,deftitute,afflicted,tor- 

mented, (as who looks not for fuch dayes fhortly 2) 

yet O brethren, the time isnot long,but when we are 

| atthe worft, and death ready to fwallowusup; wee 
thallcry out, Ohglory,glory, oh welcome glory, If 
our miferics here be long, they fhall be light ; if very 

‘bitter, they fhallbefhort; however, long or fhort; 

| they cannot be to us long , who leoke for an eternal 

‘weight of glory. Who would not (that confiders o 

| \thefethings) defpife this world, and fee tt-at his heels, 

‘who hath all thefe priviledges 8 benefits with Chrift 
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-Chritt in bis eye 2 who would net abhorre a filthy} | 
luft, to enjoy fucha Chrift 2 who would ever looke} }, 
back unto his flefh- pots, or fathers houfe, thar hath] 
fuch welcome made hitn the firft moment hecomes] | 
tothe Lord Jefus, in having prefent fruition of fome} }; 
of thefe benefirs, but prefent right umtoall; fruition } |. 
of fome by feeling,ofall by faith, Butoh the wrathot| || 
Ged upon thefe times, chat either fee not this glory,| |! 
or if they do, defpile fo great falyation / Chritt,and} | 
pardon,& peace,adoption, grace, & glory is breught} 
heme to our doores,buttheir price is faln in our. mar-| 

| ket, and we think it better to be without Chriftwih4 | 
our Infts,then to be in Chrift with his benefits. The 
reproach of C bret was dearer to cAfofes (as great a 
Courtier,and as tirong a head-pieee asour times can 
afford) then allthe riches e honours of Egypt,but the} 
erace,& peace and lite, & glory of Jefus Chirift,is vie} 
ler tous,then the very onyons,and leeks, @cileth-pots} 
of Egypt; -if youhad butnaked Chrift (our life) for] 
2 prey in thefeevill times, youhad no caufeto com-} | 
plain, burinfinitely to rejoyce in your portion ; but} _ 
-when with Chrift you {hal find all chefe benefics,and| 
priviledges coming in as to your portion, and yet to 
defpife him 2 Affuredly the Lord will sot beare with 
thiscontempt alway - Away tothe mounzains, and | 
haften from the towns and citiesof your habitation, | 
where the grace of Chrift is publifhed, but unjyerfal- | 
by de[pifed, you blefied called enesofthe Lord Jetus ; 

_|for the days are coming,wherein for this fin,the hea- 
vens & earth shall fhake, the Sun shall be turnedinto | 
darknefle,and the Moon into blood,and mens hearts | 
falling for fear ofthe horrible plagues which are com- 
ing upon the face of the earch, Dreame not of faire] — 
weather,expect not better dais,tillyou hear men fay,} — 
Bleffed is het hat commeth inthe name of the Lord,| 
who thus bleffeth his with all [pivstuall blesfingsin| 
Chrift,Eph.1.3. [now proceed tothe laft, Cnap.| 


7 dotutins ate ssa 


Lhe 

Fa CHAP, Til. 
| Allthofethat are tranflated into thas bleffed eftates 
are boundto livethe life of love infrusiful @thank- , 
fullobedience anto him that hath called theme , ac- ae 
cording to the rule of the moral! Law, P{al.40.]. 8 
a? He Lord dothno fooner call his people to him- 
AL felfe, bucas foone as ever he hath thus crowned 
‘chema with thefe glorious priviledges, and given them 
any fenfe and feeling of them, but they immediately | 
‘ery out, Oh Lord, What fhall I now doe for thee ? |, 
how fhall 1 now live tothee 2 they knew now they 
are no more their owne, but his,and therefore {hould 
nowliyetohim, If youaske Wo/es, after all the 
loveand kindneffe the Lord had fhewn Z/raé/, what 
J fraelfhould doe for him ? you fhail fee his anfwer 
‘full, De#t.10,12.13.e4adnow, Oh I{rael, what 
doththe Lordrequire ofthee, butte feare the Lord 
thy God, andto love him and ferve himwith al thy 
heart, andtokeepe hss C ommandements, which I 
| command thee this day for thy goods If you aske 
I) Pawl (as Evangelicalla Chriftianas ever lived )what 
I now we are to doe when ‘we are in Chrift ? he answ- 
ers punctually, 2Cor.5.14.1 5. The loveof (brit 
| conftraineth us, becaufe we thusjudge, that ( braft 
dying for thofethat were dead,they that live {hould 
not Live unto themfelves, but unto him that dyed 
for them e& rofe again. Uweaske Peter the quelti- 
‘on, to what end the Lord hath called us out of dark- 
‘nefs into his marvellous light ? he exprefly tells you, 
visto (hew forththe vertues of himthat hath focal. 
ledus, 1 Pet,2.9. If we bedoubrfull whether this 
I be the Lords minde, the Lord himnfelfe refolves it by 
I Zachary,Luk.t.74, & tels us, thattishis oath, 7 bat 
we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, 
we lhould ferve himwithout fear in holinefs , (inall 
therulesof the firft Table) righteoufuefs (in all du- 
tiesof > (Bs >, bull POM ae IIS, sb oxs-3r 


‘land welltogether, 2/143. 10. oa 
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the tecond Table) athe dayes of our lifeandthacall 


this (hould not be out ofa {piritofbondage & flavifl 


‘|fear,butwerhout feare, tc, Feare of our enemies,{in, | 


death, wrath, and fo confequently out of loye,to him |, 
thac hath delivered us;that onewouldwonder itfhould } 


ever enter the heart ot any Chriftian man that hath ta- 


fted the lave of Chrift, as to think chat there is no ufe | 
ofthe Law to one in Chrift ; & chat becaufethey are |}, 
to live the life of love to Chriit,chac therefore they are |I, 
not tolook to the law as che rule of theit love,expref- |}, 
ly crofle to the letter ofthe Text, Joh. 14, 15.4 yee ||, 
love me, keepmy Commandements ; which Com. f} 
mandements are not only faith & love to the Saints; }| 
but love to enemies, and {piritual obedience unto the f! 
morall Law, ina far different manner and meature |), 


then as the Pharifees inftructed the people in thofe 


‘daycs; asyou may fee, Afat.5.17. Listrue indeed, |, 
obedience to the Law is not required of us now as it | 
was of Adam: it wasrcquired of him aga condition || 
antecedent to life, but of thofe that bee in Chrift it is} 
required only asa duty confequent co life, or asa rule} 
of lite, that {eeing he hath purchafed our lives in re=}, 
demption, andactually given uslifein vocation and 
_|fancétification, we fhould now liye unto him, in all | 
|thankfulland fruitfill obedience according to his will | 


revealed inthe moral Law. Tis a yaine thing to 


-|magine that our obedience is to have no other rule} 
butthe Spirit, without any attendance tothe Law ;} 
the Spiritindeed, is the efficient caufe of our obedi- k., 
ence and hence we are {aid to be ded by the [pirit, Ro, |. 
8,14. but itis not properly the rule of our obediencey} 
but the will of God revealedin his word, efpecially| : 


‘inthe Law isthe rule : che Spirit’is the winde tha 
drives us in our obedience, the law isour Compafle 
according to which it fteares our courfe forus 2, t 
|Spiricand the Law, the wind and the compafle can 
eal 
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|véx, Gods will revealed) thy /perit zs good (there is 
| Davids wind, that enabled him to {tear his courfe ac- 
cording to it) the Spirit of life doth free us from the 
law of fin aed death, but not from the holy,and pure, 
and good,and righteous Law of God, Kom, 8.1.2, 3. 
The blood of Chrsft bythe Spirit cleanfeth us fron 
dead works, to fervethe living God, Heb, 9.14, not 
to lerye our own felyes,or lufts, or wills, to doe what 
we pleafezthe law indeed is not a rule of that 6) which 

| we are to obey,viz, of our faith,yetic is the only rule 
| of what weareto obey t weare not to performea cts 
| ofobedience now as Adam was todoe,viz. by the 
ii (ole power of inherent grace, but weeare to live by 
faich,and a& by taith (for wet bom: meyoucan do to- 
| thing, [chaz 15.5.) wee arenot united to Chrift our 
life by obedience as Adam wasto God by tt, but by 
ii faith: & thereforeasalla Gion(in living things) coms 
i from union, fo allour aéts of obedience are to come 
by fanh, fromthe Spirit on Chrifts part, and from 
faith on Our pate,which make ourunion : Noah built 
by faith,Evoch walked with God by faith, Jofhea & 

ii his Souldiers fought by faith, e4éraham travelled, 
| dwelt in his tents,lived & died by faith;they acied ac- 
cording to the rule, bucall by che power of faith. It is 
a weake realoning to imagine a man is not bound to 
| pay his debts becaufe he isto go unto another for the 
money : Obedience is our debt wee owe to Chrift, } 
Luke t7, 10, though we are to goe co Chrilt, poor, 
sand weak, and feeble, toenable usto pay : Tistrue, | 
Chrift hath kept the Law for us,and are we therefore 
ftee from itas our rule ? No verily, Chrift keptthe 
law for fatisfastion to jultice, 8¢ fo we arenot bound 
to keepthe Law ; hee kept the Jaw alfo for snitation; 
togive usa copy and an example of all holinefsand | 


J elorifying God inout obedience ; and this Chriftso- | 
£8 eee sian 
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| Leach me to dothy will O God (there is Davids rule, 
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_, bedience js to far trom exempting us from the Law, | 
ag thac it engagethus the more, having both rule and 
‘\exereife betoreus, 1 /0h,26, He that [ath he abi-\|| 
dethin lim ought to walk as he walked, 1 Pet.t.14,}|| 
15.16. Lis true, the Law 1s writin a beleevets heatt, || 
and it he hath a law within, what need he (fay fome) || 
looktothe Layy wishoue ? when as our Saviour and ||| 
David argued quite contrary, Pfal, 40.7.8, Lf come,||| 
1 delight ta doethy will , tt being written of methat)\| 
J fhould doe it, becaulerhy Law ts within my hearts}|| 
this. argues, that you are not to attend the Law unwik |}| 
lingly as bond-men and flaves, but willingly & glad-|/ 
ly, becaule the Law, eventhe Law-ot love in your]|) 
hearts, t lob. §.3. The placealledged by fome for 
this liberty fromthe Law, vz, the Law us uot made 
for-arighteous man, 1 Tim.1,.9. if well confidered, f\ 
fully dafheththis dreame in pieces; for there were]) 
divers Jewifla Preachers of AZo/es law,and they had || 
a world of {cruples and queftions a bout it, ver.4, & 
Pavland others were accounted of,as menlefle zea- 
lous, becaufe they did not found upon that ftring fo 
much; away, (faith Pax/) with thole contentious 
quettions ; for the eudof the commandement ig not 
jicruplesand quefttons, butchar ay and love (2.e. both 
to Godand man) ext ofa pure heart and faith un- 
faigved, ver, 4. andfaithhe: The Law ws very good, 
when “fedlawfully, thatis, forthisend, and out off 
thefe principles, ver.8. tis not talking burdoing, and] 
thar out of love, whichis the end 8¢ {cope of the law 5} 
fo chatnote by the way, you may aswell abolifh love 
as abclith the law, love being the end and {cope ofthe: 
iLaw, But to proceed; The Law 2s not made (faith 
be) fort he reghteows,i.e. for the condemnation of the 
riehtecus, 4. eof {uch as outaf a pure heare and faith} 
unfained love God inthe 1, Table, love to fhew all 
duties of refpect comaninthe 2, Table; and chere-] 
fore they ofalother men have no caufe to abolifh the 
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Lawle{s Ancméans, (asthe originall word is) or tt 
you will, Axtinomians, (trantgreflours of the firft 
| command) and difobedéent, (tran{greflors of the fe- 
| cond command) for #ngodly and (inners (tranigret-- 
forsofthe third command,) for w2holy andprofane, 
(uanfgreffors ofthe fourthcommand), for murther- 


for msan-[layers (of the 6,) for whoremongers & de- 
filers of mankinde (ot the 7.)tor maax-ftealers (ofthe 
8.) for Lyars ofthe 9, and tor thofe that 47 azy thing 
walke contrary to found doctrine, tke purity of the 
law and willof God (ofthe to.) fo thatthis place is 
| far from favouring any of thefe chat run in this chan- 
| nellof abolithing the lawas our Rule; No beloved, 
| che love of Chritt willconftrain youre embrace ir as 


fome, thattin che Pycta¢e tothe Morall Law, Exod, 
| 20.1.2. the Lord reveals himfelf to bethe Lovrdtheir 
Godthat brought them out of the Lavd of Egypt; the 
| very {cope of which words, isto perfwadeto a reve- 


of all other, are mo {t bound to obey, - 
Toconcinde,t 


—— 


- 


the law, asif it was a bugbear, ora thing that could | 
hurechem, but it’s made for the condemunation of ¢/e | 


7s of fathers and mothers; ( ofthe filt command,) | 


amoft precious Treafine, It is the obfervation of 


_brend receiving and keeping of that good Law 3 this 
\-Law all nations are bound to oblerve, becaufe hee is, 
Jehovah the Lord; butto bethy God infpeciall Co- 
| venantand that redeemed thee from Egypt,and {rom 
ehatwhich was typified by ic, this beiengs to none 
| but unto them e/ pecially that arethe people of God, 
and therefore of all other peoplein the world, they are 
boundto receive icas their Rule, forobedience doth 
not make us Gods people, or God our God: but he 
is fir{t our God, (whichis onely by the Covenant of 

race) and thence itis, thar being ours,8¢ we his, we 


cy that {tick inthefebryers, there- 
| forecry down the law asa Chriftians rule,becaule by 
‘\ this means a Chriftian fhalifiad no peace;becaute he 


309° 


y he 1s Conuinualiy fining again{t this Law: the Law | | 
cherctore fay they, will be alway troubling of him, | 
I antwer, firft a corrupt heare and putrid con{ci-| 
éenée,can have no peace by the aw,//4.5 74.21. there| 
ws no peace tothe wacked, & it is good it fhould be fo.| . 
2. A wacchfull Chriftian may,P (2,119.15. Great} 


peace have they that keep thy Law. Hezekiah had it,| 
when he defired the Lordto remember how hee had| 
walked before him with a perfect heart, 1{2.5§ 8.1.2) || 
3. Paultound it, the teftimony of his confeience bea-| || 
ting him witnefle, was hzs rejoycing hereim , 2Cor.|-\, 
1.12, 3+ Ifa Chriftian ignorance of maincaining his i 
peace with God by faith in his jullification,notwith-| 
{tanding all the errors in his obedience-and fanctifi-| - 
cacion; If J fay he wants his peace ,fhal we therefore} 
breake the law in pieces? ifa feeure Chriftian that| 
walks looicly wants peace, by the acculations of the} 
Law;tis Gods mercy to him to give him no peace in’ 
himtelfe, while he is at truce with his luft, “iy 
4. That peace willend in difmall forrow which is} 
got by kicking againft the Law, it isbue dawbing for 4 
a imanto keepe his peace by fhutting his eyes again{t} 
the way et peace ; a feryant may have peace in his i- 
dienefs by thinking that his Matter requiresno work} — 
from him, and by hiding his talent, yet whae will his} 
Loxd fay to him when his day isended, and he comes} 
to reckon with him at fiinsfet 2 bring the Lavy into 5) 
thy confcience in point of juftifi cation, it willttou-| 
ble confcience : for their only Chrifts righteoulnels,} 
. | | Gods grace ; and the promife are to be looked on, &} - 
- i our own Odedience and holineffe laid up inthedult;| 
| sre | buc bring it before thee asa rule of thy fanctification,| — 
and as thy Copy to write after and to imitate,andaf-| _ 
_ | pire after char perfection itrequires, it will then trou- 
blethee nomore, then it dorha childe, who having a| - 
fair copy fethimto Write after, 8¢ Menage a y 
ei sae Tele tia on. 
j a 
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-[fon, isnot therefore troubled,becaule he cannot write 
-|as faire as his copy ; he knowes if hee imitatesit, his 
‘| feribling {hallbe accepted : howfoever though hista- 
ther may chaftife him with rods, if he be carelefle co 
imitatesyet he will never caft him therefore off trom 
| being his Son, The truth ts this,it argues a moit grace- 
le(s,carnal,wretched heart,for 2 man Co caft by Gods 
rules, bscanfe arrendance to them is his trouble and 
-|rorment, which uncoa gracious hearcarelife, and 
| peace; and (weetnefte; All the wayes of wifdome to 
| him, are wayes of plea fantness, and Per paths peace : 
And ic is Gods common curfe upon them thatlove 
not the cruthin thefe days,that becaule fin isnot their 
{orrow, nor breachof rules theit trouble; that there- 
fore, the obfervance of the Law and attendance unto 
"| ules (hall be their burden and trouble, they fec] not 
| che plague in their'own hearts,and therefore reprools 
plague them,and coramands are a plague and a tor- 
| ment unto them : crooked feet, and crooked wills, 
make thenatread awry in fuch cortupt opinions, 
All the called ones of Godare thereforeto live this 
life of obedience, & that out of love, which I call the 
life of love,Gal.5.6. for elfe circumcifion ayailes no- 
_ \thing,nor uneit cumeifion; no nor Faith it lelfunleffe 
it be of this nature, as that 1 works by laye ¢ there is 
| mush obedience and external conformity ro the Law 
| jin meny men, but the principall difference betweene 
chee formalities, andthe obedience of the Saints, is 
Tove ; the obedience of the one arifeth from [elf-love, 
- Pbecaufe ie pleafech chemfelves, 8 fuits with theirows | 
Jends; the ocherfrom the love of Chrift, becaufe it 
{pleafeth him and fuits with his ends; t Cor.13.4-0°e 
PAPO oF LOLI MA BOGE lean > | 
Whereindoth and fhrould this life of love appear ¢ 
Inthele five particulars, In thinking and mufing 
}muchon Chriftjand upon his love,andion what ha 
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j fhall doe for him; he that faith he loves another and | |, 


ihim ¢ isic poffible thatany man fhould love another 


| commend it, & can it Rand with loveto Chrift, yet}. 


jat home,andabroad 2 { tell you itwill be one main 
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yetfeldome thinks on him, or will {eldome give him | | 
a good look when heemeets him, certainly deceives | | 
hinwlelfe ; the leaft degree ef loye, appeares inthink-| | 
ingon what we love, becaufe the loving kindueffe of | \ 
God was better then life unto David; hence he did | 

remciaber him upon his bed, and medit ate on himin | 
the very night : P{, 63.3.6, they that fearethe Lord | 

¢. with a Son-like feare, where love is chiefly predo- | | 
minantare fuchasrhizk spor bes name sMale3.165| | 
We have thought onthy loving eh ob Lordiz) | 
thy Temple,Pia.48.9. Thou thatcanft {pends days, | | 
nights, weekes, months, years ; and halt chy head ail | | 
this time {warming with yain choughts and {carce one 
living thought of Child and his love, that didftneyer | | 
beat thy head, nor trouble thy felf in mufing, O what} 

thal Ido for him,nor ineondemning thy felt becaule| | 
thou doeft fo little,verily thou haft not the leaft degree |_ 

of this lite oflove. In {peaking and commending of | 


& not commend him,not {peak of him?if thou hadit|_ 
buta Hawk or a Hound rhatchou loveft, chou wilt} 


feldom or never rofpeak of him nor of his lovesnever} | 
to commend him unto others, chat they may fall in| 
love with him aifo 2 you fhall fee the Spoute, Cant, 
5-9: 16, when fhee wasasked what her beloved Ms 
was above ot hers ? thee {ets him out in ever partof| | 
him, and concludes with this, he zs altogether love-| 
by ,becaule thy loving kindnefs( faithDaved) as better | 
thenlife, my lips [ball praife thee, and I will bleffe | q 
thee whilst lives PL.63.3.4. canit ftand with thig | | 
lifeof love, to bealway {peaking about worldly af: i 
fairsjor news at the belt; both week-day & Sabbath | 
day, in bed and at board,in good company & in bad, ie 
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‘reafon why you defire toliye,that you may make the | 
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Lord Jefis known toyour children, friends,acquain- | 
ltance , that fo inthe agesto come his name might 
ring, & his memorial might be of {weet odour, from 
generation to generation, P/a.71.18. If before thy 
| converfion efpecially thou haft poyfoned others by 
-\ thy vaineand corrupt {peeches; after thy convertion 
than wilt feek to feafon the hearts of others bya gra- 
| cious, fweet,and wife communication of {ayory and 
‘| blefled {peeches; what the Lord hath taught thee thou! 
| wile talk of icunto others, for the fake of him whom! 
\thouloveft. In being oft in his company,and grow-| 
ling up therby intoa familiar acquaintance with him? 
| can we be long abfent from thofe welove intirely, if) 
_we may come to them ? can we love Chrift, and yet 
be feldome with him, in Word, in Prayer, in Sacra-| 
ments, in Chriftian Communion,in Meditation ind! 
daily Examination of our own hearts, in his provi-| 
dences of Mercies, Crofies,and Tryals? (for Chrift: 
} | is with us here, but thofe two wayes, in his Ordinan- 
ces, or providences, by hes holy Spirit,) Lord (faith 
David)L have loved the habit ation of thy houfe and | 
the place wherethine honour dweketh,Pla.26.8.The | 
graund of which ts ferdowne, vere 3. Thy loving | 
kindneffe as before mine.cyes,my foul longeth for thee 
as inalanawherenowater ts,that I might feethce, 
ast have feene thee inthe Santlnary; che reafon of | 
_ Lit-was, becanfe thy lowing kindueffe ws better then | 
| Ufé,P1.63.1.2,. Indoing much for him,& that wile) 
{lingly ; Did not, Facob love Rachel? how did he ex- | 
| prefle ip his fever sears fervice, in froft er faows 2 
| beat & cald, by day and might were nothing to himy 
for her fake whom he loved : Shal I ferve the Lord 
(faith David) of what coft me nothing ? And when 
| | hee had prepared many millions for the building of | 
‘\the Temple, yet he accounted it a fmall thing for 
' |his fake whom he loved u 1 Chron. 29, 3, he gave 
{ : it 


Fhe Sound Beleewer: 
itout of his poverty,as he he {peaks; this zs love to RecP |) 
his Commandements , and thofe ave not grievous : |) 
1 Iohn §-3.° In fuffering and enduring any evill for |} 
his fake. J confeffe it isnoteyery degtee of love that 
‘will carry a man hither; yee where thereis great and |}! 
fingular love, for a good man one may. be wiking to |} 
dye; Ro.§.7. afluredly ifthere be any love to Chrift, 
it will in time encreafe to this meafure ; Ic will think |} 
ten thoufand lives too litle to lay down for Chrifts}! 
fake, that laid down his precious life for him > What} ) 
tellyou me, faith Pasl, of bonds vnd imprifonments?\ | 
lam fir not onelytobe bound, but to oe for the| | 
fake of Chrsft at lerufalem, sy life os not dear to me,| | 
no more then a rufhat my foot, that I way fini{h my\| 
Be with jay: Forthy {ake we are killed all the) | 
day long, Rom, 8, 36, I tell you the love of Chrift] | 
will make youfall down upon your knees, and bieffe}) 
‘the Lord,and he willaccept of fucha poor facrifice as} | 
‘thy body is,though itbe burnt to afhes;and thou wilt | 
| bleffe him againe and againe, that whereas he might| 
have left thee in thy finnesto have troden him and his} | 
glory and grace underfoot,as he hath done thoufands| _ 
in the worlds, yet that he fhould call thee to fhare in| 
‘this honour not onely to doe burto fuffer for his fake.} 
Now the good Lord perfwade all our hearts unte 
‘this fruitfull obedience and life of love. Oh you} 
yeung men, you have a faire time before you to doe 
much for Chriftin; how pleafing willit beto him to] 
fee fuuch young trees hang full of fruic ! You aged) 
men have new one foot in your graye, and you have} 
forgottenthe Lord Jefusmoft of your timme,and your 
time which now remaines is very little,and then your) | 
lampe is out, your Sun is almoft fet, and all your | 
work isyetto bedone for Chrift, Ob therefore a-| | 
‘ waken now at laft before you awake when it is too}, 
late; Yourich men have abilities and wherewithal, 
: ae ee i OM. 
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\ro fet forward Chrifts Kingdome inthe Townes and 
| Villages where you live; you poore men may doe 
|much by ardent and initant prayers day and night, 
forthe adyancement of the Lord Jefus, You Huf- 
\bands, Wives, Matters, Servants, remember if you 
are not good in your places, you are not good at alf, 

PP cover your profeffion be; a good wornan, but a 
froward wife : a good man, but a hare-brain’d curft 
| husband : agood feryant, butavery fore congue; 
| thefe cannot well ftand together. If youhave any 
tloveto Chrift , the life of love will make you move 
1 | be{tin your proper place : Oh therefore love much, 
}. and fo think much and fpeake much of, and conyerfe 
much with, and doe much, and fuffer mueh for the 
Lord jefus Chrift; content not your felyes with do- 
{ ing {mallthingstor him, that hathdone and fuffered 
| muchfor you; if you can doe but lite, yet fec God 
on work by being fervent and frequentin prayer, not 
\ onely that Chrift may be henored in yout felyes, but 
j| aloin your families, andinall Churches and King- 
1\ domes ofthe world. Ii you cannot doe much, yet 
| matntaine.a live 24 wzf to doe much, whichis accept 
| edas if you did, 2 Cor,8,%2, Ifthou arta poor man, 
| and haft nothing to give, yet keep heart as Itberall 
}asa Prince ; if youcandoe but little your felves, yer 
encourage others thac they may, thou art nota Prea- 
| cher called co convert foules, yet doe thou encourage 

the meflengers of Chrift in their worke, by thy pray- 
ers, coursfell /helpe, and atthe laft day the converfion 
| offoules fhal be attributed'unto thee, as wellas unto 
ithems if thou canftnot doe any good, yet prevent) 
what evillchou can{tin thy place ; to keep off Judge- 
| ments, atleaft to delay them ; mourne thou for other 
| mens fins, asifthey were thine own, that fo the Lord 
| may pityand pardon them, and it may bee conyert 

them, who fhal doeno at it may be, then e- 
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ever thou canitdoe : let the Lord Jefasbe in chy 
thoughts the firft in the morning, & the laftat night 3 
doe whatthou canft, nay, goe continually tohim ¢o | 
enable thee ro doe more then thou of shysfelte can{t;|}) 
& mourne bitterly and lament daily what thou haft 
not done, either through want of abjlicy.or will - re- |} 
membring his loyetothee, that hee came out of his | 
Fathers bofome for thee,wept for thee, bled for thee, | 
powred out his life, nay, his ath todeathforthee, is | 
now rifen tor chee, goneto heaven for thee, fits at 
Gods right hand , and rules allthe world for thee, 
makes interceffion continually forthee, and at the| 
end of the world will come again fer thee : who haft| 
loved him here, that theu mighte(t live for ever with 
himthen. . Buristhis er lite, inthefe eviland luke- | 
warmetimes?. How many be there that beleeve in|| 
Chrift,that they may liveasthey lift ? If to drink, & | | 
whore, and {coffe,and blafpheme; if to fhake a lock, | 
& follow every tond fafhion;if ro crofle & cringe be-| 
fore a pieceof wood; ifto be weary ofthe Word,and | 
outwardly zealous for long prayers; ifco feek purity | 
of Ordinances in Churches, and to maintain impuri-} | 
ty in hearts, in fhops, infamilies, iftoferour hearts} 
upon Farmesand Merchandizes, and foto be coye-| 
tous; ifto fet up our own felves, and parts,and gifts,} 
witha fecret difdaine of Gods; Minifters; if to ery| | 
downe learning, and fet up ignorance; if to fet up| | 
Chrift,and deftroy fanctification & obedience; ifto} | 
bea fect-mafter of fome odde opinions; ifto crack| 
the nutof fome fuperlunary and Monkith notions,| 
and high-flown fpeculations ; ifto hear much,and do| 
little; if to have aname toliye, and yetdead at the| 
heart; ifthis be to live the life of love, wehave many | 
that live chis life ; che Lord Jelus wants no love,if this | 
be to love : Butoh woe unto you, if you thus requite | 
the Lord, foolith people and unwife ! | +t ; 
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The Lord knowes wemay complaine as Paw did 
every man minds his ownthings, andnot the things 
of fefus Chrift; none in comparifon of that huge| 
number chat thinke they are religious enough, ifthey 
| be baptized, 8 fay thatthey beleeve in Jefus Chritt: 
Verily the time drawes neere wherein the Lord wi 
come for fruitsof hisViveyard ; and if he findesit 
(not, afluredly bee will not be beholding to us for o- 
bedience, he canratfe his glory out of other peoples}. 
Vand there carry his Gofpel to rhem who fhall drzg 
| forth the fruits of it 5 the Lord will fhortly day his 
| Axe unto the root of ourtree; andif wee willnot 
ferye the Lord in this good Land inthe abundanceo 
peace and mercy, we fhal ferye our enemies in hung- 
er,cold, and nakedneffe; if wee will not ferve him 
-linlove, we mult ferve ovr enemiesinfeare; do not 
thinke thatthe Lord will be put off with venerable 
} | names andtitles, fhadowes, and pictures; what is 

+1 molt mens profeffion at thisday buta meere paint ? 
which may ferye to colour them while they live, but 
will never comfort them (unlefle confcience bea- 
| ficep) when they cometo dye. Oh, take heed ot fuch 
formality; I can neyer thinke enough of Davids ex- 
preflion, P/al, 119,167 1 have kept thy comman- 

| dements, and I love them exceedingly , {hould hee 
not haye faid firft, Z have loved thy commaxde- 
ments, and fo have keptthem ? Doubileffe hee did 
fo, butheran here in tale and moft heayenly Cir- 
-\cle,] hayekeptthem, and loved them; and loved 

‘them, and kepr them; if wee loye Chrift wethall 
Jive fucha life of love inour meafure; and his Com- 
|_| mandements will bce moft deare, when himlelfe is 

moft precious, ees 
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